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ſolved in the Negative, the 
fore do truly i 


: ment Negation, ji;* 
5 after. all cr 3 
f comprehend the diving Nature. 
'Y- - andeed wander out of the W 

| 2 in our Enquiries and 


Serm. I. and eloſeſt Purſuit; we can never find out 


of Gor wann 


Gs the Almighty to Perfection: Never there- 


* 


the divine Nature. let us — 


bach O80 


fafe us of himfelf in Hol. Scripture, We. 


| wires and imperfect State in this.V a 
and u are tughly:conducive'to. the ro- 


ation of 
to attain + 
full and perfect Ideas of his Excellencies ;. 
br ad let us im agine ourſelves capable 
2 5 — ng his infinite 3 5 — 
ou our finite and ſhallow Underſtandings. 
But.th we be nat able in ous pro- 
foundeſt Thoughts and Contemplations 
of God,. perfectly. to concciye his. infinite. 
Excellencies with our finite Capacities; yet 
by a right Uſe of our, Reaſon and Under- 
with the Help of that Reve- 
God bath deen pleaſed to vouch- 


fore, in our. Study and. 


may form ſuch Notions of him ant his At- 
tributes, as are ſuitable to our finite Na- 


moting of our religious Practice an 
portment here, and Our everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs hereafter. And for out Help and 


Direction in this Matter 1 ſhall-deg leave 


WINGED ropoſe in the following Difcourlt, | - 
Some general Rules very neceſſary 
to be obſerved bf wn.” And, 

II. h down. ſome particular Di. 


W 
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- of Gov Tntomprebenfbte 


15, After we believe and are perſuaded 
the Exiſtence of God, we muſt con- 
him to be a Being endued with all 
2 Excellencies and Perfections, For 
if we ſuppoſe God to be the Author and 
Founder of our own Beings, and of all 
Things we ſee about us; and that, not 
only this viſible Creation, but that all 
Things, whether viſible or inviſible, were 
made by him, it neceſſarily follows, that 
all theſe Perfections and Excellencies we 
are ſenſible of in gurſelves; or that we 
kb, in any of our Fellow-creatures 
or that we can conceive to be 

in any of the Beings above us, muſt be 
poſſeſt by God ACh in the moſt'ex- 


yet of a _ Nature, and in 
an infinitel For it is 
impoſſible ut ſhould have any 


Di or Excellence, which is not ei- 


ther or virtually in the Creator; 
and it is + rey: reaſonable to believe, that 

not only all created Extellencies, but in- 
finitely more and greater of all kinds are 
in the moſt perf Manner, and in their 
e in the firſt and ſupreme | 


Te 3 2 This 


| 3 

1 1 ſhall propoſe ſotne general Rules Serm. I. 
very neceſſary to be obſerved by us in "WS 
8 true Notions of God Almighty. 


alted> Manner, Kn F the fame Kind., 


* 8 Go e | 
81 This hems to be the moſt natural and 
f El” ealy Conception we can form in our 

Minds of God, that he is the beſt and 

Woſt perfect Being in the Word. This 

Notion the Light of Nature doth moſt 
eaſily and famiſiarly ſuggeſt to our Minds; 
and accordingly the wiſeſt Heathen Phi- 
loſophers have always thus conceived God 
to. be. - Hence we read among the Greeks 
God Almighty frequently to be ſtiled the 
Beſt of Beings; and among the Latins 
His, general Appellation is the Beſt and 
Greateſt: To cite particular Paſſages out 
7 of ſeveral Authors of both Sorts'would 
be ſuperfluous and unneceſſary hate.” 
And in the holy Scriptures. we every 
| where find God to be deſcribed' as the 
moſt. excellent and perfect Being; not 
oy as to his Nature and Effence; but in 
is Ways and Works, in all His Diſ- 
ions gt Providences towards the 
N of Men. Thus in tlie Words 
of my Text, Canſt thou by ſearching find out 
24 Con thou 125 out the Almighty ta Per- 
Deut. in ? There is none hike unto Gd. -u 
xxxiii. 26. rideth in bis Excellency on the Sky. Thus 
again, Doft thou know the wondrous Wat ks of 
J g. . Klar i. perfect in Knowledge? And our 
| bleſſed: Saviour propoſes to us our Hea- 
 venly Father as an Example of that Per- 
fection, he would have us endeavour to 
inutate 


-x 


| beſt and moſt perfect Being. But, 


* e 


zmitate and aſpire after; Be e therofore Sul 1. 
perfect « as your Father which i 5 in Heaven, Fran] 


#5 
en in general when we Mik of 


God, we ſhould conceive him to BE the 


-2dly, In our forming true A 
ſions and Judgments of God, we mut 


not only aſcribe to him in general all Ex- 


cellence and Perfection, abſolute and uni- 
verſal, but in particular all poſſible Ex- 


| cellence ; and Perfection i is to be 3 
to God in every Kind, in eve 


Whatever articular Perfection we can 
conceive in the World, either by enlarg- 
ing and extending: our Imaginations to 
their utmoſt Bounds and Limits, or what- 
ever Perfection Yhere may be, which our 
finite and narrow Capacities are not able 
to concave, which is poſſible, and really 


And truly a Perfection, and not incon- 


ſiſtent with any other Perfection in the 
divine Nature, this we muſt aſcribe to 
God in the higheſt Degree, and in the 


moſt excellent Manner. But then we 


muſt be careful not to aſcribe that to God, 


ds a Perfection, which is really none, or, 


which comes to the ſame thing, what is 
impoſſible and implies a Contradiction. 
For Inſtance, we muſt not imagine ſuch 


a Kind or Degree of Power in God, as 


B3 e 


mw 3.4 


0 Of « Gov n. 
Serm. I. to cauſe that Thing to have never been, 
= which once actually was; for this would 
de a —— and argues no Power 
at all, or makes Power and no Power to 
be the ſame Thing, which is abſurd. For 
if the Thing was once actually in bein 
it was either of itſelf, or it was the 
of ſome Power, but if it never was in 
Being it never was either of itſelf or pro? 
duced by any Power; which is to make 
Power and no Power the ſame, a Thing 
to be and not to be at the ſame time, 
wo impoſſible and a Contradiction. 
Again, it is not poſſible for any Power 
in the World to cauſe a finite and limited 
Body to be in more Places than one at 
the fame time. For becauſe the Body is 
limited by the on, it is conſe- 
ſequently confined to ſome 
Place, and cannot be in more P than 
that one at the ſame time; if it can, it 
muſt be limited and not limited at one 
and the ſame time, which is Nonſenſe. 
Hence manifeſt] pears the Ab- 
ſurdity of Tranſubſtantiation in the No- 
miſh Church, or the actual Preſence of 
our Saviour's Body in the Euchariſt or 
Lord's Supper. For our Lord's Body was 
a finite and limited Body, like our own, 
as is plain by our Saviour's appealing to 
the Senſes of his Diſciples; Bebold, _ 
| MA. S 


eee A 
2 
1 8 — 
— 
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is now in Heaven, and 


But further, we muſt not aſcribe any thing 


to God, which we may 1 94 os | 
fection, but which really with reſpect to 
him, is no Perfection at all, but on the 


contrary an Imperfection. Thus, for In- 


ſtance, Motion we muſt not impute to 
God, becauſe he is every where preſent, 
exeluded from no Place, nor included 


within any; but yet Motion is a Per- 
r 


Creator; Creature is li- 
mited and — within a certain 


Space, out of which it cannot act with- 


out Motion, whereas the Creator is omni- 
reſent and fills Heaven and Earth with 
is Influence, and ſtands not in need of 


Motion to convey himſelf any where. 


Further, we muſt not aſcribe any Per- 
fection to God in ſuch a Pegr ee as to 
make it inconſiſtent with N 


| _— For Inſtance, we muſt not at- 


tribute ſuch a Meaſure of Goodneſs and 
Merey to God, as is inconſiſtent with his 
Juſtice and Holineſs; n — imagine ſuch 
A $3Anels and ny I” hm in him, 
as 


P. 
le, 1 Hand and my Feet; that PE. derm, . 
+; 1 handle me he &c, which FRY 
, therefore xxiv. 39. 
cannot be at the ſame time on Earth, 
much leſs can it be in innumerable ſeveral 
Places on Earth at one and the {ame time. 


+ 


* 


* 
G6; 


* n 
292 3 57 6 ; 
ö 6 . 5 - * 922 ** , 4 
* * *. 
e 
WO 


3 — 
Saum. I. 2s * 075 is Mercy. But mis Con- 
"= H *deration will more properly fall mile 
"of yy particular Rules. 

But whatever Perfection we can ima- 
gine or conceive, which is not inconſiſtent * 
With any other greater Perfection in God, 
or whatever Kind or Degree of _ 


wie can any apprehend 
| muſt aſcribe it "It 26 Ba in its EN heſt Na. 
ture, and the fulleſt Manner, — only 
according to our moſt enlarged Capaci- 
: A and moſt elevated Manner'of think- 
| but infinitely above all that we are 
f 2b to imagine or think. Fot we muſt not 
preſume to confine the divine Attributes 
do our finite and limited Capacities; nor 
can it reaſonably be e or ſuppoſed, 
that a Creature dul be able fully and 
perfectly to comprehend the . or its 
Creator. 
Thus therefore we are to conceive of . 
God Almighty, That he is a Spirit, i. e. 
neither Body nor Matter; for Matter 
cannot think, is incapable of Knowled 
or Liberty, without which there 'can 
no Wiſdom, nor Goodneſs, nor any moral 
Virtue. That he is necefarily and ſelf- 
exiſtent, independent on an r Being; 


ner that he is, and that he muſt always 


continue to be in like manner as he is, 
| * #1 without 


o 


that he cannot but be in the ſame man- 


* 


Wl he Go 


. 
| 
A 0 C 


17 "ES to Place and Durden; that's thar 2 «2 
be is confined within no A 
y mts; that e 18 preſent every w 
and knows ; Ht" 1 that he hatli'ex- - 
| iſted from all Eternity, "and ſhall continu: 
to be from everlaſting to everlaſfing. {in 
he ĩs ſhe fitłſt Cauſe of all Things; that he - 
made us and all the World, and fill, 
, 2 and governs fü fred we cont 
STS . nually depend upon pro- 
| as 
* for us, that he ſees and ors | 
our Neceſſities, and obſerves all our 
- Ations; and therefore that we ought to 
be very careful of, our Behaviour in his 
- Bight, and to live in a due Reſpe& and 
Fear, , Awe and Reverence of his divine 
Majeſty, and to refer all Things to his 
Honour and Glory. Thus ought we to 
Conceive of God. But, 
3dly, That we may never entertain any 
* Conception and Opinion of 
| God, we muſt take Care to remove all 
Evil and Imperfection from him, both 
natural and moral. Thus we are not to 
conceive God Almighty to ſtand in need or 


want of any thing. Can a Man be profita- Job . 


ble to God? Job: or is it 1 to bim 23 
that thou makeſt thy Way perfect? And , 


. 


| of Goo nn thou af " g. © 
ag. th 
i if thy Than/greffions be multiplied, what | 
tbou unto him? ¶ thou. arts 
ala, gue than to him? or what receiveth be 
25 Soar I NY Wi ickedneſs 1 
e the fn of Mite, — 8 4 
| La 1 t nei 
27 — hiteouſneſs nor our Wickedneſs 
— can) a the divine Nature. 0 
we imagine any moral Evi 
Imperfection in God. This the Serip- 
Sen xviii. Tures very carefullj remove far from him. 
25> That be far frum thee to do after this Man» 
neuer, 0 flayithe: Righteous with the Withed, 
and tbat the Righteous ſhould be as the, 
Vicked,: that be far from thee; Shai not the - 
Judge of all the World do Rig E232 
For this Reaſon-Holinch is e fre 
: aſcribed to God in Scripture: 


And by Holineſs is ſigniſied the Sum and 


rehenſion of all moral Virtues and 


Graces, and the- fartheſt Separation and 


Pfal. v. 4, Remove from all Sin and Wickedneſs. 
5 Hence we read, Thou art not à Gad that 

bath Pleaſure in Wickedneſs, weither: Jour 
Kal duell with the. 


Thus have I laid on Comm: general 9 


Aue whereby we are to conceive and 
judge of the divine Nature and Attri- 


"Ow * 1 9 


n 


II. To | 


| 


=S 


% 


teen the Creature and its Creator. For 


ole derum, 24 
- cribs Comm patter Dao germ. I. 
for our r Dede and Afiiftance, in this vt 
rv * | 
1%, Ta dur deepeſt Thong his and he- 

on God, let us not expect fi 
"20 compreliend. the divine Nature, r 
an of his Perfectionꝭ, Which conſtitute 
his Nature, as 1 have before fad. The 
Reaſonableneſs and Neceflity of this Rule 
will immediately appear from the vaſt 
Diſparity and Diſpropartion there is be- 


when we conſider, that the great Creator 
of Heaven and Earth. is a Being infinite . 
in his Nature, and all his divine Attri- 
butes; and that all his Creatures, even 
the beſt and moſt excellent of them, are 
finite and of limited Powers and Ca- 
pacities, how ſhould it be. thought that 
we, or any created Being whatever, who 
by our Creation muſt be all of a finite 
Nature, ſhould be able to conceive with 
our bounded and narrow Faculties the 
Infiniteneſs and Immenſeneſs of our 
Maker, or of any Perfection we 
and properly attribute to him? A Drop 
of the Bucket, or the ſmall Duſt of the 
Balance, bears a much greater Proportion 
to the main Ocean, or the whole Mate- 
rial Univerſe, than the higheſt and moſt 
— God's Creatures do to — 
te 


1 ed dm Wo prebinfble: 25 
En 1. 5 and Eſſence. 2 7 r 
* bee any two finite, Thin 

: x ever ſo great, may be cinategnd 
_  jalty flat; hut there can be no Com- 
. 
g roportion in es in- 
Ky above 1 1 moſt elevated A 

* and oe 8 

Therefore never let us de wp 
weak Creatures can with our narrow. 
mhallbw Capacities be. able fully to com» 


end 3 infinjte, Nature and. 15 


a What 820 hath Aru ght fit ard conve- . 
„good and cafficient * for us, and 
our finite Natures are able to bear, 
Apes here in this mortal State, he 
. hath been pleaſed to reveal to us . 
molt} ſacied Books of the Old and 
Teſtament. But it is ve enable. 
throughout the whole Bible, that in 
Things felating to hinf{elf, God hath 
only aſſured us that they are ſo, and not 
declared how and in what Manner 
are ſo. And this God hath been plealed 
to do for two Reaſons : - 
Fit, Becauſewe finieCreatiresare not 
abie to comprehend how Things exiſt in 
. God Almiet 005 nor can we conceive. the 
Manner of God's acting. For Example, 
we cannot underſtand the divine Omni- 
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* fas - **. 6 

. t every Serm. l. 

where indiſcerriible and indiviſible; be. 

cauſe we ene aa, ji 

finite Spirit; but this God moſt cer 

_tainly caled to us, and therefore Wye 

| ought to "believe it. Thus faith the, Pro- 

pl het Jeremiah, God fills Heaven and Earth. ſer. xxili. 

Thus King Solomon, et roo f.x fy 
vent are not I ale to contain bim. And thus !.: . 

the divine Pſalmiſt, Ve cannot go from bis PG Pell.  - 

Preſence; for, if ur climb up into Heaven, r. 5 

Hes there : or ſhould me deſcend into Hell,” 

i. e. the Regions of «he Dead, He is there 

A. a 

a 1 can we em Om- I 

niſcience and Preſcience of God, how he "- 

certainly knows and fore-knows 
contingent in their own Nature, and which 

| . e the free and fluftuating Wills 

A rational Creatures, But this the Scrip- 
tures plainly aſſert. Known, unto 5 

all bis Works, from the Beginning. of the 18. 

Werld.” And this the Predictions of fu- 

ture Events, recorded in holy Writ, un- 
deniably prove 

Further, the Diſpenfations of the divine 

Providence are often myſterious, and 


above our Underſtandmgs fully to ac: 
count for them; yet we are told by t. 

Pſalmiſt, that God's Kingdom ruleth over val. cn. 
all. And our bleſſed Saviour Fn 749. 
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1 beckulh it worgd 1 and 
It would be endicfs,' beeduſe 
| tho Being avd-diarare of God Almighty ” 
| | bv jnexkauttible Fountain, never to be 

2 or underſtood by us 
-, andit would be rigedichs — 
| only be a Gratification of our Pride and 

Quxioſity, to enquire into Things hidden 

den us; whereas what is B en. 

nown- and practiſed by us, made 

Knbwn and” — 9 182 1 
-2dly, In out thinking and ;adging.of 

diſtmgwſh 
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the divine Attributes ws nag 
between the inimitable arid imitabſe Per: 
feections of God; 9 
moral Attributes; the firſt are clcarly ſcem 
Rom. i. Being "underflood by "the Things that ar 
20. mak, the other are Oje. of our l. 
tation and Practice: Indeed the Manner 
on _ SI and of his Operations,” 
i above our Comprehenfion, as'T have 
obſerved. We 3 as how God is 
preſent every where, eee 
acqu with eve thing, paſt, 
kent and future: But this we k know, That 


en. 
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25 | comprehends al OY 
| "i who! all — | 
J the Nature and Properties of all Things, = 
er Seal Read and Relations to 
one another, and the Suitableneſs or U 
ſaitableneſs of Circumſtances accordifig 


to theſe ſeveral Relations and Reſpetts ; 

that God will by theſe Rules govern all 
his Achions, and direct all his Counſels 
and Diſpenſatidns, vy herein conſiſt alf the 
moral FPerfectiors· of the divine Nature. 
And to ſay we have no true Notion of 
* Goodneſs and Juſtice, Truth and Sinoe- 


eerity, as they relate te God*Almighty 
— Revelation vnincalipſdie und. 
n n RW” + 1 "1 
For how can we be de itte q 
what we — — ns _ 
prehenſions of ꝰ But the Timtation- 
moral Attributes of ' the Deity is 15 
required of us in mam Places" of Reif * 
Scripture. Therefore we muſt have 4 an 
9 COIN, 
We may indeed otter Jeng | 
of what 4 ix belt, whit is” hoky;" juſt, and 
. — but this we 6 — of, 


— 18 e 


Y = will as een ee avon "to 
Knowledpe ; and every | 
> 2 performed by wut. ey ot | 
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"Creatures, never let us for- 
get this divine Perfection. 
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endeavour 2 ——— 
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Ws. — Rule duly obſerved, — 


. un 

r ck ach 
mdful of his —— 2 

Fr ny his Love and — — 2 


ds divine Goodneſs and . 4 Merc 
a Pitch, as to make Men 
RI preſumptuouſly to Pb in 
their Wickedneſs, notwi all the 
» Yo 80 Miſery denounced in bah W 5 
. obſtinate Sagen; did th 
x conſider the: Juſtice 3 3 
11301 hy 3od, who is of purer Eyes than to 
_ 3 ant fer ie Jorg 0 


= Te 1 1 or did they 5 
| | 1 regardhis'Ty 0 rg 
him, according to Te $ Declarations, 


1 do execute Judgment upon the Impenitent 
1 55 and * In a word, were this 
| | | Rule truly put in Practice, Men v 
1 : not be ſwallowed up with Deſpair, by re- 
* flecting on God's juſtice and Seye 
| on, without conſidering his Goodne! 
_ —.— 1 . up in their 
Wickedneſs and Impi imagining a 
God of all M pay fs d eee Ed 
=. : ny regard to Holineſs and Juſtice, Truth 
_ and Righteouſneſs. On the contrary, the 
Paal. x. 7. — Fas Lord loveth - Righteou * bis 
| . Colntenance doth behold the Upright.. _ 
5thly, Nothing is to be admitted as a 
Perfection in the divine Nature, which is 
manifeſtly repugnant and contradictory 
to the clear Light of Nature and the 
plain Principles of Reaſon. We are, in- 


d obliged to believe many hr 


above 
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ad N the 
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dur natural Neue AD we ſee und vw 


e Truth itſelf hath/ aſſo 

And for this Rea. 

<< E- 1 5 all the Myſteries of our 
moſt Joly, Religion, as moſt certainly 
becauſe God himſelf, who cannot 

hy er nor deceive, hath declared 


| War lainly revealed to us in God's'ho 


them unto us. But God hath no where 


| required us to believe Contradictions and 


Abſrditics, The firſt Principles o of oo Ay 


| fon ate to be ſu ſuppoſed true in 
LE s in all oh Sect, By ya 0 
we firſt e to the OW e 
| Being and il Exiſtence of Almig he 8 
eſe we are dente e 2 the 
22 8 and Certainty of his Revelation. 
| therefore nothing is to be believed as 
true. either concerning the Nature 'and 
Attributes of God, or his Will revealed 


to us in the holy Scriptures, Which is 


contradictory to theſe, becauſe we can- 
not be more certainly convinced of the 
E that any thing is ſo revealed to 
60 than we are of the Truth of 
aculties. | 

0 and laſtly, Let us entertain no 
Opinion of G Almighty or his Attri- 
Pe hich is inconſiſtent with the 
BURY of Fant IE or or 
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ming 5 che The gre: ve | 
_ 'nto the Wrlg, lf ht he 
kulſt he lived ed upon. Earth, was to pro- 


5 — pong Oo . and"encviirage Virtue, and 
to raiſe. P. tural” Perm. its higheſt 
Pitch and TIE tion among Men. 
This, therefore, being the End of all 
Rebgion, let us not 2 1 there can 


be any Perfection in God inconfiſtent 
with it. 


And do tub O Cod. 1 
our weak and finite Natures, our 
Inability to comprehend thy Per- 
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N the Verte p 


Heaven againſt all ungodly and wicked 
Men, who in Words and Profeſſion ac- 


knowledge the Truth, but in their Lives , 


and Converſation deny and contradict it ; 
For the Wrath of God, faith he, is re- 
vealed from Heaven | againſt all: Ungadli- 
y s and Unrighteouſneſs of Men, who hold 

Truth in Unrighteouſneſs, ver. 18. And 
in the Words of my. Text he gives the 
6545 C 4 Reaſon 
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"as Of rhe Baingiend Ania mw 
Fe H. I. The plain and obvious Proof we 
w— have of the divine Being, deduced Ire 
the Works of this viſihle Creation. 
248 hall endeavour to prove ne 
Exiſtenee and Perfections of God from 
the Conſideration of 007 Na Being, wer 


of our reaſonable Nature. Joy, 
. I-ſhall conſider the plain arid 65. 
vious Proof we have of the divine Bei 
deduced from the Works, of this \ | 
1 j Creation, 1 80 4 10 
When Ariſtippus, ths. Caen Philo- 
ſopher, (after Shipwreck, being caſt on 
Shore in the Iſle bf. Rhodes) ober ved the 


5 Deſeription of geometrical Figures in the 
Sand, 195 e 
panions, 6c us 0 eer, and 
ie hope for the beſt; for J ſee here the 
* Bb and Footſteps of Men.“ Could 
ide 2h pon the ight of a few 


BY — 25 Pro 
1 to ed been e ted 
y their Deſcription, from thence pre- 
| :fently conclude, there muſt be Mathe- 
maticians living in the Iſland, who un- 
derſtood theſe Demonſtrations; and can 
we when we fee ſuch admirable Marks 
and, Characters of the hi gheſt Knowledge 


and Wiſdom, in the Frame and Conſh- 
tution of this viſible World, entertain apy 


Veruple or Done about the Bong 97 
ITE ence 
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Sera. II. 
Sales of its great cker wa 45 a 


18 565 Wick 10 p 
ay Eke is proportionable/ tos 
wer n be oft ellen the Bip 
is, the more excellent muſt be it Cane. 
And if we reaſon thus about the Nature 
e God, we muſt from 


at and ſtately" Edifice of the 
Word, n D 


from 


able in 1 we 
Ba kel that God muſt be a moſt 
e N e and wiſe '- 


A rodigious Ari ings in 

4 Wok and; the ' ample Providen- made 
Hide the Subliſtence a: and Well-being ; the 
Care taken of Individual 

55 for its Preſervation and 
e. anſwerable to its Nature; but more 
fall the 
in making ſo many Creatures ſub- 


1 2 to him, 8 be for his Health and 
Nouriſhment, others for his Pleaſure and 


| Delig ht, all of them, in ſome reſpect or 
other, for his Uſe and Benefit, as he is 
Id, which 


La ſole Lord of this Wor 
ms to be made principally for his Sake; 
hen we conſider the infinite Goodneſs 


of God, extended to all his n. 
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is to be reputed but a Point in reſpect 10 
ts, Orbit about the gun; which s 
tal le of all D 
And the ca 3 x 


=o; e tragic which 
4s thus demonſtrated. For let the Earth 
be ſuppoſed in any Point of 2 
Foſition of the fixed Stars a * 
age as i it had continued © 0 
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tabs and Amplitude of the Univerſe muſt 
be) And what an Argument is this of 
the Power of its Almigh Aung bh 
But farther; if we 2 
immenſe Diftance of — xed 
but the Nature of them too, which from 
their invariable and conſtant Light, ſeem 
to be ſo many Suns in their 


of Planets, which pal 
volve round thers,as ſh our lr SANs. 
we'-obſerve Planets moving 

Sun: And farther, if we a 
e the Sun and ſome of the 


— 


„ Ofthe N r dne Gov. 
Sem. I. Planets are . ON 
Garnet; probably true af every one © 

Stars; and the Maultitude of living Crea- 

tures x eg Harte and by Pa- 
rity of Reaſon, a le * 
ber of Intbitants in every Plane: 
ing to its Magnitude, with the 3 
made for their Subſiſtence and Welfare, 
their gatisfaction and Recreation; from 
hence, what Apprehenſions and Thou 
aught we to entertain of God's in 
Goodneſs and Munificence ade 
un all his Works! 
. And if we take Notice of the Regula- 
nen Order, and Beauty obſervable in the 
World, the ſettled Laws of Motion, by 
which all Bodies move and act one 


another; rag mand hr Ie ve br 


tions of the heaven e, 
Orbits and due Diſtances, * 
have. fo uniformly and conſtantly ob+ 
ſerved, that for many Ages there has been 
no Deviation, no 2 no Diſ- 
order in the Motion of the Planets among 
one another; but they all by the ſame 
— Principle of Gravitation, as 
an eſtabliſned Law, finiſh their 
Courſes at a due Diſtance from the Sun, 
. we 7 1 RE 1 if we 2 dee 
* utiful, orderly, an regu 
Ae Pythoger os called the Harman 1 
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- tibw ſhiould we 


mire the infinite Knowledge 
2 WhO hath made and conſtituted 


in Den N t, _ 


Phi a View and ef the Am. 
bird and vaſt Extent of the Univerſe; 
as far as it falls within our Diſcovery 
and Knowledge, we may form to our- 
ſelves ſome Idea and Notion of the Al. 
mighty Power of the great Author and 
Maker of it. Such a Multitude of hea- 
venly Bodies, and of ſuch a Magnitude, 
which we can diſcover (and many more 
there may be, we may conjecture, which 
we can no way come to the DNN 
and Sight of with all our Art and 
ought to raiſe in us the higheſt Thoughts 
of God's Omnipotence. For who but an 
' Almighty Being can be the Maker and 
Former of ſo —.— and ſo great Bodies? 
Who but He could raiſe ſuch a magni- 
ficent Fabric, of ſuch an immenſe Ex- 
tent, as we are unable to ſet any Bounds 
and Limits to its Dimenſions ? And — — | 
be unable to expreſs the 
the Univerſe, boſs of its 
How much more unable are we A com- 


ada Sem. II. 
and Wiſdom wee 


prehend the Power that made 5 7 — — 


Heavens, faith the Pſalmiſt, ball praiſe 
thy. Waders, O Lord ! For — in FAIT 
. Heaven 
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S 1. Hater: tar (be 5 


unto the Lord? 

enn of the: Mighty can be 
Elned uno the Lord ? 0 Lard God of Bots, 
wht is. @ firong Lord Ike unta thee? The 
3 e, E | 
— faunded them. Thou haſt a mig 
am: Strong ts thy Hand, and high is f 
bt Hand. Thus are we taught by the 
miſt to ſet forth God's Praiſe from a 


—— 
Earth and 1 Sea, are ſuch 
ble _— OO ſuch ocular De- 
ons, plain and obvious to all 
People, of an eternal Power and Gods. 
all Nations in all Ages have 
from thence believed and 
the Exiſtence of a Deity : And however 
different their Apprehenſions and Opi- 
nions were about God, and though ſome 
a Plurality of Gods, yet they - 
e 
leaſt. This Truth was th W 
an Inference and Concluſion | 
and Contemplation of this viſible World, 
that it hath been faid, that the Perſon 
who queſtions it, might as well _ 
| W 


of ts png aden, 


he ſecs. En 
Holy. Dad: Cs Sh a. 
; Senſe of all Mankin he gs? 
The. Fes be e the 5 
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all arth, and their Wards to, 

7 or lg. Such is the Nature 

Man's Mag, ſuch is the Conclufio 52 
art; natnrally makes from a right 'Uſe 

and*Bxerciſe of his rational 3 An 

Faculties, that he cannot with At- 


27 * 
ſal. xix. 


tention obſerve the Grandeur and = 


— 47955 the Order and e . 


ka INT 2 eg Doubt or 5 
Heſttation, 1 r; N and ad. 


Moon: 5 the — — Plitthchs: — 


at due Diſtances, ang within certain Pe- 
„„ 224 1790 1 vr % wes 
mug ns | 


3 ee Ann her, Vo 
ern U. riods of Time, we gute Aout be 
IFC to praiſe and extel dhe Wotkman- 
"Wy, ad te dar andrer the Wok 
And om we behvld the real Syſtem 


Kl the World in all its Beauty and Glory, 
l all the Power of human Att 
Skill te expreſs, and net utmire and 


adore, fall down and worſhip iw A 
mighty Creator? What, can e admire 
the Works of Art more than tloſe of 
Nature? It is ineredibde How 'mnth na- 
tural Preductiens ec ir 
Excelletice” and Perfection. And there- 
fore let all Honour and Glory he lr ue 
4 _ to the greut Auther of Nature. Surely, 
= Talth- Snom, vun oe u Wim by Nu, 
bo tre Tyhorant of God, am con wt wilt 
be good Things, "hott der ſeen, rg 

Thal i; a IeIK 8 


15 laude e 
, they were e bes ur ee Pr 
tue, it them unnd ſdund by Them, how puch 
LY phe heli, thit nadie them. ForyYhe 
'Oventthie/5 um Beauty of the ve 
1 Phe Maker gf Hhamricſe0m. 
Thus-all Mankint Hturally reaſon and 
ein all Oaſes, upon u right He und 
Melee bf itheif Yational (Faculties, 
ew they give'theniſelves Timetoemquire 
ant examine into the Nature uf Nen 


of? "Things, an ms ature or dre ju 
4 dice 
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from them. For what can be @ more cer. 


tain Inference, what 2 more clear and e- 
* wident Conſequence, than this of the Ay 
r the Hebrews, ch. iii. 4. Every Houſe 
It hu by ſore Man; but be that bunt all 
- Things 15s God # No Man doubts, when he 
but the 
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ſees à regular Pile of Building, 
Judgment and Skill of the Architect was 
anſwerable to his Work ; in like manner 
ben we view the Heavens and the Earth, 
andthe Sea, the Splendor and Glory, Am- 
e e f them, with the 

Ultitude and Variety of lvang Creatures 
in them; and the proporuanable Provifion 
made for the Subfiltence and Projervati- 
on, Refreſhment and Satisfaction of them 
all, how: can we heſitate to extol and 
magnify, honour and adoxe the Lurd our 
Maker? Where is our Duty, where 3 
our Ingenuity, where is gur Gratitude, if 


we can daily xecewe ſuch aneftumable Be- 


neſits from the Hands of our moſt boun- 
tiful God, without any Acknowledgment 
of his infinite Goodheſs, without any Re- 
turn of Praiſe, without giving him the 
Glory due unto his moſt holy Name? - 


Truly the Liglit is ſiueet, aud a pleaſant xc. 5 


Thing it is for tbe Ryes to behold. ther Sun, 7- 
faith Solomon. What a Variety of heautiful 
Colours are there in the Heavens to enter- 
tain the Eye? But N are all to be ſeen in 

2 one 
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Sem. IT. S 4 Meteor, the Rainbow. This 
wr IN omenon, which exhibits to every 
common spectator all chedifferent Colours, 

the Light of the Sun is compos d of, accord- 
ing to the Degrees of Reffangibilitey ef its 
Rays; and is a Proof from Ex ce and 
Matter of Fact of the Truth of our modern 
Theory of Light and Colours. And not 
only ſo, but this may be a Confirma- 
tion of the Truth and Certainty of the 
Moſaic Hiſtory of the World, its Crea- 
tion and Deluge. For this Meteor is ne- 
ver ſeen, but when it Rains, and the Sun 
ſhines, at a due Altitude, and the Specta- 
tor is placed in a proper Poſition between 
tlie Sun and the Phenomenon : But when 
| theſe Circumſtances at the ſame * 
together, it conſtantly ap And as 
there is no Reaſon to thi * it would 
have been ſeen in the Space of 16 56 Years, 
had it rained before the Flood; fo ac- 
corcdingly the ſacred Text aſſures us, That 
on ii. the Lord Got bad not cauſed it to rain upon 

5, ©, | 

| the "Earth," but there went up a Miſt from 
the Earth and watered the whole Face of the 

Ground. And that this Meteor was not 
viſible before the Flood, may be inferr'd 
from theſe Words, ſpoken to Noah after 
he came forth of the Ark : I do ſet my Bow 
ny 75 in the Clouds, ſaith God to him, and it ſhall 
Ps Ml 
oh 


* 
o 


the Earth... And it ſhall come to paſs, when Serm. Il, 


I bring a Cloud over the. Earth, that the 
Bow ball. be ſeen in the Cloud. But the 
Learned differ in their Opinions about this 
Matter. But not only is there this Vari- 
ety of Colours to entertain the Eye, but 
every Senſe, every 180 every Deſire, 
every Inclination, God hath been ſo good 
and bountiful, as to ſuit and pleaſe with 
its proper Object; which then only be- 
comes hurtful and deſtructive to us, 
when we exceed the Bounds of Reaſon 
and Moderation in the Uſe and Enjoy- 
ment of it. But this leads me to the Proof 
we have of the Divine Being and his Per- 
fections, from a Reflection on ourſelves, 
and our reaſonable Nature. I ſhall 


therefore, = 


Iaiy, Endeavour to prove the Exiſt- 
ence and Perfections of God from this 
Conſideration. If we conſider the Frame 
and Conſtitution of our Bodies, how cu- 
rious and excellent is the Structure of 
them? Of what a Multitude and Variety 
of different Members and Parts are they 
conſtituted and compos d? And all of 

them fitted and adapted to each other in 
the maſt exact Order and Regularity, 
with exquiſite Art and Contrivance, ſo as 
beſt <3 a their ſeveral Uſes and Pur- 

177572 D 3 poſes, 
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Serm. II. noſes, and to miniſter to the Preſervation 
ad Contituance of our Beings, the'Sttp- 
port and Connfort bf our Lives. For this 
wiſe Contrivahce arid beautiful 
tt! of the ſeveral Parts of out Bodies, thus 
Palm. holy David ptaiſes God; O Lord, thou b 
 exxxix. faſbiamd me behind ahd before, and laid 
*. the Hand upon mr. Suth Knowledge 15 
too wonderful and excellent for me; I tum. 
| Pfalm. dftaih untb it. And thus again 4 —— oill 

gre give Fhanks mito thee, for I am fear fully 
16.7 Fa up" made; 4 Fs 

5 40 
Fore 14 wot di from 
th 5 1 bt fecretly and 2 75 he 
n the . BA. Yom 


— 5 nce, yet being ee, an 
thy Boat were ul my * dne, 


ubich Day by. Day were faſhioned, when as 
Jet there was none "if lem. He dear ure 
thy Counſels unto me, 0 0 1 ds 
the Sum of % e © 
And this wiſe and beautiful © 
tion of a human Body, for which Divid 
thus praiſes and magmiies God, hath been 
the conſtant Subje& of Admiration and 
Praiſe to all ſkilful Anatomiſts and Phi- 
loſophers in all Ages. 
Indeed the Excellence of Man in the 
amazing Formation, and Contrivante, and 
Neauty of his Body, is <mmon to other 
Creatures 


 whenhe conſtituted Man Lo 
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Ctrature * reg But. chere are erm, 5 
man otben Ferfecipn and Prerogatives == 


to Man, in which he els all 


other: Creatures hexe on Earth This is 
may vicible and remarkable in the Power 


Dominion Man has over all other 


Animals; ſo that they all ſeem to fear and 


tand in Ave of him, as their Lord and 
Maſter; and many of them become very 
uſeſul, ſubſerviant and obedient to — 
een 
and and ſwifter than he. 
Novy — * proceeds from God. and is ow- 
ing to bis original Grant and Appointment, 
of this vi- 


ſible Creation, in thee Words; Ad the Gn in 2 


Fear of yaw, — Þ Roe ns ome 
Beaſt of t upon &- 
N all that moveth 
en the Barth, en ad the Bike of 
the Sea, into your Hand are they delivered. 
ut as this natural Dominion of Man 
over the reſt of his Fellow-Cxeatures, is 
originally to be aſeribed to God as its 
2 ſo hath God 8 
ee d by that Sngerio- 
nity af Reaſon Underſtanding given 
to Man above anyof the other Creatures 
bere on Earth. 
This is Man's. chief Prerogative and 


Prof rr Bellas 


| 40 Of thd Being and Avoribute 17 Gov: 
Sem. II. and Glory, which ſexalts him to be the 
— the Top and Perfection of all the 
Works of this viſible Creation. ben I 
- confider,” ſaith David, tby Hrauent, ibe 
; "Work of thy Fingers, the Moon and the Stars, 
Pſal. vill. dh thou'haft ordarrnied «What is Man, that 
3 4: 5-6;/thou art "mindful of bim! And the Son of = 
ce. Mam, that thou viſiteft him? Fur thou haſt 
made bim a little lowe n thun the Angels, and 
- haſt crowned bim with Glory and Honour. 
Thou made bim to baue Dominion ouer the 
Morde of thy Hands . n 
"7 bit Ft. 
This Pre-eminence and du Superiority of 
— Creatures of the ſubl 
nary World, is derived by ſome from che 
Words made uſe of by God at the firſt 
Formation of Man: And Gad ſaid, Let 
us male Man in our Image, after aur Lile- 
neſs: Aud let them have Dominion over the 
| — of the Sea, and over the Ful of the 
Air, and over the Cattle, and over all tbe 
Earth and over every creeping Thing, that 
Gen. U ag. crecperh upon tbe Earth, And it is true, 
this Text expreſsly imports the Dominion 
of Man over all the Creatures upon 
Earth: But this is not all it ſignifies and 
implies, for there is expreſs mention 
made of the Image and of God, 
after which Man was created; which 
r God, nnen. 
preſented 


| Of the Being and\dttributeref GO 41. 
ng by Man's Dominion over the o- Serm. Jl 


yet, it may be more juſt- 
ly 1 fully — ox hone to imply many 
other Excellencies and PerfeQions of Man's 


Nature, wherein 1 
like, aud reſemble And indeed the 
Dominion here conferr d on Man, ſeems 
to be the Reſult and Conſequence of his 
| Superiority over the other Creatures in the 
more excellent Endowments and Virtues 

of his rational Nature, in which he is the 
Perfection and Glory of this viſible World, 
and in which he is the moſt true and pro- 
per Image of God. For wicked Men and 
evil Spirits may ĩmitate and reſemble God 
in Power and Dominion, but none but 
Man as far as he is righteous, good and 
virtuous, (and ſuch he was in his State of 
Innocence, when he firſt came out of 
SGocd's Hands) is a juſt and lively Image 
and Likeneſs here on Earth of the Juſtice, 
Goodneſs, and Holineſs of God in Heaven. 
And this is that new Man, St. Paul 
of, Which after God is created in Nigg . 3 


neſs and true Holineſs. - 1 
— ſuffered, 


It is true we have all 
and loſt the original Upri ghtneſs and In- 
= of our Nature, boy the Fall of our 

fiſt arents; and not only ſo, but we 
have all debaſed and corrupted ourſelves, 
. ear ii, 
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Remains of our 


—— IE OT > 


primitive 
— — — 
— the Rubbith of our 
— — 


we miy 


we may try, and know, and — 
little Obſervation and Experience, that 
we are free Agents in what we do, unleſs 
where we have laid ourſelves under a 
moral Neceſſity: And herein is one great 
Excellence of our human Nature, wherein 
it reſembles the Divine | 
We are all ſenſible of a Principle within 
us, which moves and actuates our Bodies 
as we will and chooſe. Pleaſing or dif- 


8 pleaſing Senſations, naturally ariſe within 


us, from the Impreſſions external Objects 
make on our Senſes. And we can reflect 
upon the Motions and Operations of our 
own Minds: Whence we can form to 
_ ourſelves infinite Ideas and Thoughts, 

and compare and judge of them; add to, 
bänder from them 1 


_ — 43 
draw Confequences and make Conciu- Ser. 
ſlots from them; and theſe Conctufiong <= 
when carefully and juſtly made; art all 
true and —— certain and 
infallible at all Times, and in all Places, 
—— — 1 
there is an Agree 


tional Beings, in all Truth and Cerraimy. 
We all know and e , Power 
and Faculty we have within us of begin- 
ning Motion, and can not only move our 
own Bodies when we will and 
but can communicate Motion to other 
Bodies around us, and can- govern and 
regulate their Motions, ſo that by their 
Means we can bring about and | 
our Deſigns and Ends. Now this Prin- 
or not acting, 7 | 
is an able Proof, and a plain Ar- 
gument from Experience, that we are free 
Agents. And the Powers and Capacities 
of our Minds, whereby we are able to 
perceive, and know, and judge, to reflect 
and reaſon, mfer and conclude, and form 
Theories of abſtract 'Truths ;/ and from 
pron g the Nature and Properties of 
Hings, know how to uſe and apply them, 
as fit and proper Inſtruments and Means 


to intended Ends; theſe Faculties of our 
Minds 


6 3 
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2 Minds argue manifeſtly and demonſtrate, 
chat we are rational, — ee and 


vile Beings... . | 
eee and 
Diſpoſition of our Souls, whereby we are 
__ to deſire and purſue; the Good and. 
ineſs of others, as well as our own, 


| unt kind Inclination of our Nature is 
—_— ſtiled Humanity; from the 


8 various Projects and * | 
rades and / Manufactures, . Arts 


00 Sciences. all deſigned for the Uſe and 


Benefit of Mankind in general, as well as 

ourſelves. in particular, it evidently 57 

Nane that Man is in himſelf, and 
e * god. and beneficent OE 
e pleaſing Reflections upon the 


e of our having done N 


2 * that Uneaſineſs, Anxiety, 
95 n the 7 and Retro- 
e Injury and Wron done by us 
to another; which plainl uy =_ the na- 
et Andinaten — Di poſition of our 
All theſe are certain Proofs . con- 
vincing Arguments, drawn from an im- 
partial Conſideration and Reflection on 


| ourſelves and our own Natures, that Man 


is a free, intelligent, ene wales and 


h Hens... ' $0 | $-- 137 7+ Din 
And 


Of the Being and Attributes of Gop. 
that we were not the Authors of dur bn 


and that we did not make our 
ſelves; but that we were — 
rents, and our Parents were born of tfieir 
Parents, and ſo on, till we come to God, 


the great Author and Parent of us alt: 


So conſequently God Almighty, our great 


Center f. Preſerver, and Governor, muſt 


be a moſt powerful, wiſe, and good Be- 
ing, from whom we derived all the Pow: 


ers and Faculties, all the Abilities and 


Capacities of our Souls, and to whom 
we bike every VirtheYevtry Dh Lear . 


Excellency and Perfection of our 


For no Creature can be more 2 a 


than its Creator. The Creator may have 
many Perfections, not to be found in the 


Creature; ſome in their Nature incom- 
municabie to the Creature; others in de- 


gree infinitely tranſcending the 7 


of the Creature: But this we ma 
ſured of, that no Creature can be 


of any Excellence which is not enjoyed 


by its Creator, either of the ſame kind, 
but in a more exalted Degree, or of a 
different kind, but of a much ſuperior 


Nature. So that whatever Good, what- 


ever Virtue, whatever or Excel- 
lence, we ſee ſcattered — — thro 


the nee wre'may! a certain it is more 


* | emi- 


45 
And as we all know and are ſenſible, S. IL RY | 


1 
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y and — — and in the 
and -_ 


Are our Souls: 
are vanvißble to us. But yet, as We | 


are ſure of the Exaftence of the Soul from 


ats Motions and Operations within us; 
e may be certain of the Reing of God, 
from the Effects of the Divine Power, 
and Wiſdom, andGoodneſs viſible in che 
Wonks of the-Creation. A 2 

But more partaular may we maſt 
certairily demonſtrate the Being of God 
from our -awn Being. For as certainly 
as we are free, and intelligent, and ra- 


tional Beings ourſelves, — — ＋ 


muſt have been a free; i 


rational Being from all Eternity. Fer 
owere there ever a Time, when there was 


nd ſuch Being, we ourſelves.could never 


thave come into Being. For out of no- 
thing, nothing could ariſe without ſame 
-Caufe ; and as neither we nor our Proge- 
-nitors were the Cauſe of our mn Being; 

qo there muſt have been a ſirſt Cauſe of 
it from all Eternity. And as no Effect 
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can be more excellent than its Cauſe ; fo Serm. II. 
this firſt Cauſe, whom we call Gop, muſt — 


at leaſt have all the Excellencies and Nest 
fections of our Nature. 

But as God is the Cauſe not only of our 
Being, but of all Things both viſible and 

Wil ſo he muſt —— — be poſſeſſed 
of all the Good, all the Excellence, and 
Perfection we ſee in the World, or can 
imagine poſſibly to be throughout the 
Univerſe. So that it 1s moſt evident, that 
God muſt have been for ever a moſt pow- 
ful, wiſe, and good Being ; and ina word, 
the moſt perfect Being we can conceive. 


Now unto this King eternal, immor- 
tal, inviſible, the only wiſe God, be 
Honour, and Glory, and Dominion 
for ever and ever. Amen. 
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— _ — r * 4 


9 ꝶ— 
CO” — 


| AcTs XVII. 28. 
For in him we live and move, and have our 
| Being. 4 


\ 1 7 HILE the great Apoſtle of the gm Ill. 

2 Gentiles, St Paul, waited for Sila. 
| and Timoetheus at Athens, his 

Spirit was ſtirred in him, when he ſaw the 

City wholly given to Idolatry; and there- 

fore diſputed he in the Synagogue with 
the Jeus, and the devout: Perſons, and in 

the Market daily with them that met 

him; and among the reſt, he was en- 

countered by certain Epicurean and Stoic 

Philoſophers, ſome of whom ſaid, What 

will this Babler ſay ? others, He ſeemeth to 

be a ſetter forth of range Gods ; becauſe he 

preached unto. them Teſus, and the Reſur- 


rection. 
* But 


80 Cour Being in Gon. 
Serm. Ill. But the Athenians and Strangers among 
wn them, ſpending their Time in nothing elſe 
but either in telling or ſome new 
Thing, were very deſirous to know what 
this new Doctrine was; for the Apoſtle 
ſeemed to,bring certain, ſtrange Things to 
their Ears; and therefore, that they might 
know what theſe Things were, they took 
him and brought him to Areopagus, or 
Mars's-Hill, i. e. — Place where the higheſt 
| Court was kep tin the City, Here thegreat 
Apoſtle ſtood 3 in the midſt of them, and in 
an excellent Speech declares unto them the 
Exiſtence and Nature of the true God; and 
tells them he perceived, that in all Things 
they were too Superſtitious, for as he paſ- 
ſed by, and beheld their Devotions, he 
found an Altar with this Inſcription, Te 
the unknown Gd; whom therefore the 
1gnorantly worſhipped, Him declared he 
unto them, - viz. God that made the World, 
and all Things therein,” ſeeing be is Lord of | 
Heaven ond Earth, Aelleth not in Temples 
made with Hands, neither i; worſhipped with 
- Mens Hands, as — 1 be needed any 
ſeeing be giveth to all Life and Breath and 
all Things ; and bath made of one Blood. all 
Nations of Men, for to dawell on the Face f 
the - Earth, and hath determined the. 1 
before appointed, and the Bounds Ließ 
|  Habitation.” Tat my ſhould ſeek t 


1 


oa Being in Gov: $40 5h, 
him, and find Serm. 
WEL paper ER 
3 e love and move, and ve our 


| 1110 Declaration of the Apoſtle con- 

— 5 God and his Providence over the 

World, was con ugnant to 
the Sentiments e of the Phi- 

loſophers he diſputed with; but it is very 
| iſtent and 2 our modern 

Philoſophy, and a great Confirmation of 
the Truth and Certainty of it; and this 
ought not to ſeem ſtrange, but what 
might be expected, conſidering Truth is 
at all Times and in all Places conſiſtent 
with itſelf, and apf the ſame to all 
unprejudiced chat come to the 
Knowledge of it. 

Nov the Method « our ir Philoſophers have 
taken of late Vears to find out Truth, is by 
Obſervation and Experiment and Matter 
of Fact, which muſt be allowed by all to 
be the right Way to it; and from thence 
by Argument and Demonſtration, deduc- 
ing eertain Concluſions, and forming true 
Propoſitions about the Motion and Acti- 
on of Bodies upon one another, they have 
diſcovered the Laws of Nature and the 
eration of Cauſes from their Effects. 
Thus, for Inſtance, have they given Rules 


to o find out the Motions and Places of the 
E. 2 Planets, 


Of our > Bring i in Go 5. 


crm II. Planets, how to deſtribe their Orbits, de- 


termine the Periods of their Revolutions, 


their Diſtances from each other, and ow 4 


e common ny N of „ 1 
un. 15 A 
The Gravitation of Dedice i is a plain 
Matter of Fact, confirmed every Day oy by 
Experience, and viſible to the Eyes 
in the Defeent of heavy Bote 1 the 
Earth; This is a general Pro of all 
Matter, and extends not only roughout 
the Earth, and its Atmoſphere, but to the 
heavenly Bodies. For by this Principle 
of Gravitation, or a conſtant Tend 
in Bodies to the Centre of their Motion, 
adjuſted to the projectile Force, impreſs d 
i n them in Direction to the Tangents 
their Orbits, they all perform their 
ä Courts and ſeveral Revolutions, and 
conſtitute this admirable 4 of __ 
World. 

But the Cauſe of this Gravitation i in all 
Bodies, which is always found to be pro- 
portionable to the Quantity of Matter 
contained in them, as appears by its Ef- 
fects, hath in vain been attempted me- 
chanically to be accounted for, by the 
greateſt Men; and is generally by the 
wiſeſt aſcribed to the Power of God, 
which: he 1s pleaſed contin to exert 

in aur materi 1 Beings: For as by him all 
Things 
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53 
Y bangs Arr at firſt made, ſo by him Serm. Ill. 


in . 3a preſerved; and kept 
in our ſolar Syſtem the Pla- 
ka. move in their Orbits by ſettled 
Laws of Motion, at firſt preſcribed to 
them; and ever fince 1 God 
ſo the whole Syſtem itſelf, or the Sun 
and- all 'its revolvin ing Planets, conſiſt by 
baten and upheld by the Mond of bi 
and n e Wo 
9 All * with may mae 
For in Him e live, &. 
Which Aſſertion concerning the divine 
Nature and Providence, St Paul tells = 
Athenians; was not ſo new and ſtra 
t imagine; for certain alſo of 5 
their own Poets have ſaid,” We are alſo his 
Ofipring," quoting the very Words of his 
Countryman Aratus, a heathen Poet of 
(Alicia, ho had thus expreſs d himſelf 
concerning the Deity. And ably to 
this ſeveral other heathen Poets have made 
-uſe of the like Expreſſions. Thus Virgil 
in ſeveral Places, as in his 3d Eclogue, 
his th Georgie, and his VIth Book of his 
Eneit; and Lucan, in his Pharſalia, 
Book II. where we meet with Expreſſions 
to the ſame ſe. So that theſe No- 
tions of God and the divine Nature had in 
general been acknowledged by ſeveral hea- 
eren Writers, long before the nn 
E 3 0: 


in Be- 


+ of our Being 2 God: 
Serm. III. of St Paul; but it never 33 
ad exp taught in the World b | 
bot pet revealed in the holy 
Scrip . SP 
"May, and they the wiſeſt uidook the 
Haatbens have believed and maintained, 
that God created the Heavens and the 
Earth, and that this magnificent Edifice 
of the World, with the vaſt Variety of 
Creatures contained i in it, ſo wonderful in 
themſelves, in their own Natures and 
Properties, and ſo well contrived and diſ- 
| r 
iverſe, were the Production of infinite 
Gocdneß and Power, of the moſt excel- 
lent Wiſdom and Counſel, and according 
to this Belief have they lived in the Wor⸗ 
ſhip and Service of God in their 'feveral 
Generations. * eg 
Others have den their: Reaſonings 
and Speculations about the farther, 
and have ackni "that God, not 
ouly' at firſt made the World, and all 
therein, but Hint he ſtill continues 
to have an Eye to the Works of his own 
Hands,” and m general by his divinePro- 
vidence ſo preſerves and governs all 
Things, _ run not into Diſorder, 
Confafion, and Ruin; and that he fre- 
quently, as often as there ſhall 3 


| 


6. „rr 


. cos 
« , 
— 


au Bring: n Gon * 
gen in gin Manner, interpoſes 8 ay 
fairs here below. 1 4 
But we Chriſtians are taught im che 
2 — wer tures much more than this con- 
g God and his Providence, which, 
| now it is revealed, appears very 
Nee ator credible, yet was it not be- 
lieved by the Generality of the World, 
before Liſe and Immortality were orouget | 
to Light through the Goſpel. F 
For we are aſſured from the ons: | | 
Oracles,: that God Almighty not 
made the World, and u As and ſup- 
it, but that he governs every Thing 
in it, and directs all Occurrences therein; 
and that he hath a particular Regard for 
Mankind, eſpecially his faithful Servants 
and true Friends; that he careth for them, 
and makes every Thing work together for 
their Good; . ths Salley of the. 
brought them throu V the 
Shadow of Death, and they are no more 
ſeen here, he will lead W 
Manſions of immortal Life and Oy for 
ever hereafter. / - | 
Such are the Aſſurances given us in 
2 ture of God's peculiar Care over his 
len People; and that we may entirely 
rely upon the divine Providence, we are 
taught how unable we are of ourſelves to 
r ourſelves, 8 how much we ſtand 
| 4 in 


Of is Being Gov." 


Germ. l In need of God's Affiſtance not only for 
"IR erte Comforts ae REIN and 5 
Supports of tkis Life; not 

on en and Preſervation 1 | 

angers an Diſtreſſes we are continually 
1 to in this World, but for our 

very Life itſelf, and the Performance of 
our ſeveral natural Motions and moſt com- 
mon Operations: For i in * wwe live and 
move, and have our Being. Which Words 
imply, not only our dence upon 
G0 for our Subſiſtence and continual 
Preſervation from all the Caſualties and 
Miſchiefs we are liable to every Moment 2 
of our Lives; but ſignify the divine Pre- 
ſence and Concurrence with us in all the 
ſeveral Motions and Actions of our Lives; 
and that without the Aid and Aſſiſtance 
of God, we are not only inſufficient of 
oHurſelves to help and preſerve ourſelves 

but have not Power te mous or att:awithout' 
bim; for it is expreſsly faid;/ that we, not 
only live in God, but that we qe and 
have our Being in him. 2 un 

In diſcourſing u which Words 1 01 
ſhall enfſeavgur to. new, 21) ag a 

lt, That we owe our . nd Er. 
iſtence to God, and continually depend 
upon him, as our Creator, Preſerver, and 
Governor. en 1 K 
Ildly, That 
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to their P 


— o 
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Sold all the Power and Ability we have to 
perform the ſeveral natural e 


aa FouSione gf ops — hs e 


oy to God, and Conti depen nn 


A; . 17 4 45 E7 ds. 


Iſt, We owe — 


for our Subſiſtence. 


We all know; that a caps, node. 


not ourſelves, but derived our Being from 


our Parents, and they owed their Original 
enitors, and ſo on till we 
Author and Parent of the 
whole Race of Mankind, who is ſelf-ex- 
iſtent, and {| 125 rings from no other Being, 
by — his Being 8 
Eternity; neceſſarily continuing in Be- 
ing by the Powers and Perfections of his 


come to the 


but hath exiſ 


own Nature; from which e and all the 


World, and every Thing in it, received 


8 


our Being, all the Faculties and Abilities 


we have ; who of his own Good-wall and 


Pleaſure, and out of the exuberant Good - 
neſs of his divine Nature, was pleaſed to 
create us out of Nothing, and to endue us 


with all the Gifts and 2 we 


enjoy. 2 
And not enly did he; give us — 4 at ert, in 


but he hath provided for us all the wb 


fary OY and Comforts of Life, and 


„al! 


at 


n honey | | 


* 9 | 
Serm · Ill. at the ſame Time, dbes be nat leave dry 
SYS without Witneſs, 8 
gives ut. Rain from 


* 
- 
: 2d 
* - o 
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— Wes 


Seaſans, falling c Hearts with 2 and 


 Glatnes, 


AS And that nl that 22, enjoy is 545 nl hes 
and. Y- 


to us our Life, during 
Pleaſure. For we muſt be all ſenſible, that 


s — all our Care we 


ing 
_ ened by his Almighty Hand, and directed 


ſecurely, he de- 


25 . from 
without, and protects us from Diſeaſes 
and Sickneſs from within, preſerving us 
im Health, Strength and Activity; up- 


us in our and continuing 
is Good-will and 


we depend upon him for our Subſiſtence 


and Well-being, and even Lift itſeif, if 
wie conſider how unable we are of our - 
ſelves to provide for ourſelves, all our La- 


bour and Induſtry, Pains and Toil, with- 
out his Bleſſing, being uſeleſs and inſigni- 
ht, with 
erfect Blind- 
ne 137 and. roman) Wiſdom be- 
Weakneſs and Folly, unleſs ſtrength- 


by his all-ſeeing Eye : So that ſhould he 
withdraw his Care and Protection over us; 
or deny us his benign Influence, we ſhould 


be inſecure, not only of all the Bleſſings 


and Enjoyments of Life, but even of Life 


e m ceaſe to be, as we 


ier now b 


continually 


ſenſible it is not of gurielves alone that we 
tinuing in Being the next Moment, and 
for our Subſiſtence. — this follows 


from the Nature of a Creature, which de- 
riwing its Being from the Creator, has no 


ſo there may 


* 


2 e 


now ſubfit and continue in Being 'by dhe derm. Ill 
dine Support and Aſſiſtane - . 


gave us Lite ut Rt io he 55 
us in it, becauſe Wwe 
——— — nor can we ſub- 


For as he 


ſiſt one Moment longer than he pleaſes to 


us. The Truth of whicl we may 


— of from our own Experience. 


For though we are now in Being, we are | 
fabſift ; becauſe we cannot be ſure of con- > 


therefore we continually depend upon God 


necefiary Exiſtence in itſelf; and therefore; 
as there was a Time when it exiſted not; 
be a Time when it ſhall 
eee 
ation upon 
Will and Pleaſure of the Creator. And 
therefore we all now exiſt and continue in 
Bs by the ſame Good-will and Word of 
org rd e e | 


ndiy, We zudem | Jetien From 
God all the Power and we have to 
perform the ſeveral natural Operations of 
our Lives. For without the divine Con- 


rr! ̃ ²˙ a” 


Actions, 


60 h * our de in G0. 

germ. Il. Actions, and actuating and enlveing 

| EE our ſeveral Powers and Wwe accor 
ing to our Natures; we are unable of our- 
dees to live or move; or to perform any 
oy Vital Action. 80 that we are not made 
Uke a Machine, according to the Opinion 
of ſome Philoſophers, whoſe Parts, when 
rightliy adapted and well put together, 
And are 1 ſet in Motion continue to 
move by themſelves the whole Period of 


Time, prefixed by their firſt Adjuſtinenit 


without any farther Trouble or Inte 
fition'of the Artificer : But we are helpleſs 
Creatures, and depend every Moment of 
our Lives on our Almighty Creator, and 
without his continual Influence and Aſſiſt⸗ 
Ace, we cannot move or act, or fetch the 
ALeaſt Breath of Liſgme. 
Is am ſenſible of the different Opi 
of ſome Men in this ry on that 
what I have aſſerted may appear ſtrange 
and new to ſome here preſent, but that it 
is the very Truth of the Matter I ſhall | 


| 1 by: Neon and 8 


1, By 1 The true Ade 
ſion and Idea of God Almighty, infers the 

_ divine Concourſe and Co- operation with 
all his Creatures in every Action and 
Function of their Lives, according to the 

vera Natures and Properties of them. 
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Of aur Being in Go] 6s 


For the true Notion weought. to conceive Sem 


of God Almighty, is an omnipreſent Spirit 
Omniſcient and Omnipotent. Cad is & John. iv. 
rit, ſaith St Jobn. And whither , 5 1 N 
% e thy Spirit, ſaith the P/a . 7. l 
God that is perfect in Knowledge, is aouth tber, 19> xx" 
faith Elibu to Job. Mith Gad all Things are Tia. xix. 
Pofſible, our Saviour tells his Diſciples, |. 0. 
0 Now the Idea of a Spirit is, not only 8 
of an incorporeal Subſtance, but it im- 
plies Life and Action in it. And an Idea 
of an omnipreſent Spirit, is of a Being e- 
very where preſent, and which lives and 
acts where · ever he is preſent; and the Om- 
niſcience of the ſame Being ſuppoſes, that 
he knows all Things, and his Omnipotence 
3 can do all Things. All 
which put together and truly conſidered, 
it follows, that God Almighty knows ho-, 
to do every Thing, and can do eyery 
Thing he pleaſes, and that he is preſent 
every where, and acts every where in 
ſuch a Manner and in ſuch a Meaſure, as 
is conſiſtent with his own Nature, and the 
Nature and Powers and Faculties he hata 
given to his Creature. 


81 vw #7 8 oe} 7 enn STOUT 
..,,2dh, And this Co-operation of God 
with all his Creatures, according to their 
ſeveral Natures, is expreſsly aſſerted in 
holy Scripture. ans 2900 11073 ese 

0 The 
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WS... mw Being i i#"GoD. 
oath Pod, is 4 Meditation of 
upon the mi Power 
Providence of God over 
al hi Worte in general. And the Words 
ef Text are ar” —— expreſs; in declaring 
-God's A Preſencs Concurrerice with us 
in in all our Actions; For in 
: _ faith St. Paul, we live and move, am 
Rom. have our Being. For of him; and through 
him, and-to bim are all Things.” : "Of whom 
6 are all (Neon tyre m, faith' the 
ſame Apoſtſe. | Theſe Expreſſions relate 
to God the Father ; but there are Words 
of the ſame Import, which are ſpoken of 
SGod the Son; whi * cored occaſionally 
8 obſerve, are an ment of his Divinity. 
col. i. 17. Thus, it is ſaid of the Son, By Hm all 
Things conſiſt. 1 ray The —4 
Heb. i. 1. ſaid to uph¹ all Things Word 
| — And, Through Faith ue - 
Heb xi. 3. land, that the Worlds were made by the Word 
of God, All which Phraſes. and Expreſ- - 
ſions prove the Creation of all Things by 
the Word, or Son of God; and evince 
God's Preſervation of all his Creatures, 
and his Support of them, and Concur- 
rence with them, in all their ſeveral Be- 
ings and Actions, according to their diſ- 
tins Natures and Properties. 
But ſome Perſons, more curious n 


ves may deſire to know the Manner 
how 


En” 53% vüi. 


to reveal co 
not preſume to de wiſe above what is 


"a N Gn. 
how God Almighty co- perates 
Creatures. But this we — 
to explain, than we can unfold many o- 
ther Ways and Works of God:z — 
any wife and conſiderate Man deſire ore - 


1 
— | 


nect to know them. For wipe is here. : 


that conſiders the infinite; Diſtance and 
Diſp between the Creator and the 


Creature, but muſtpreſently acknowledge. | 


that a Worm may: ſooner. underſtand the 


Reaſoning and Arguments of the wiſeſt 


Man upon Earth, than any Man living 


can comprehend the Nature and Eſſence 


of God Almighty, or the Manner how he 


exiſts or exerts his natural Powers and 
Perfections. What is neceſſary and uſe- 


ful for us to know, God hath been pleaſed 


himſelf, but let us 


written, or we are able to conceive; for 
finite Creatures have but finite Capacities, 
and cannot comprehend Infinity. 


As to the Manner in which God A 
mi ighty concurs with us in all our Actions, 
eeable 


— much indeed 1s certain and agr 
to Reaſon and Revelation, that God ſo 
co-· operates with us, as not tu take away 


our Libe 
us and all his Creatures by his divine In- 


rty, or deſtroy the Freedom of 
our Wills; but he ſo actuates and enables 


fluence on all their Actions, as that ep. 


6 
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y * "4 + 2 py -- 7 >f 
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Actions, that we.ourſelves, and not G 0d, 
are Accountable for all the moral Exil in, 
them; which Eyil depends upon our 2 


| Of ap Biggin Gap. 


5 ſeverally liue and move, and have their | 


15 : 9 80 to their 
e 2455 725 aculties, GH 


they were * — endowed with at 


9 5 Creation. 14 
inallimate Bodies by the divine Con- 


1 1 neceſſarily in Reſt or Mo- 
animate Bodies ech and exert their 
feveral Faculties by the ſame divine Fa 


EM and we and all other rational 


tures, hve and act according to our prqper 
Natures by the ſame Co-operation of God. 
But as God: Almighty at our Creation, 


| made us free Beings, and.conferred on d 
2 Liberty and Freedom of Will, with, 


our other Endowments ſo he does nat in 
ſuch a Manner concur with us in 

anon, as to deſtroy our F Me 
ve. us at the ſame Time £ 

why E WY er his own Image. 32 "I C 

IA hence it is, becauſe we have this 
Freedom of Choice and Will 3 an; Q 


; 


Will, and is determined by it. And hence 
God Almighty. is cleared 7 all Impu- 
tation of en by his Concurrence Txt Our 
pd e — 5 the Evil of all gur 
proceeds only from our n! core. 
e 29 Before 
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ore 
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aur Thoughts, W 


| Uſe, and Exerciſe of the Abilities . 


5 Duty, ENTS to, lard. it over 1251 223 


2 ban bee 2 
ben, el | 
ung 8 we. — unde and . 
weak, impotent, and dependent Cont 
tion of | Creatures in general, and of 
ourſelyes in particular; and conſequenth 
0 1257 i han dare in the 
y,and a and reyerentlyin 
| of Almighty Ged : For when we 
confider. that God is 2, an- us in all 
ende and Works, and 
tt the very Power we have of ne 
of performing the common aud or- 
Offices of Life is immediately de- 


> 3.9 from him, bow careful and cir 
- ought, we to be in the 


"bl Pater by God uired 
to be faithful in the 


to treat them as Brethren, 
and as all in different Conditions and;S 
tions under the ne Maſter, who Erie: 


| and therefore wt ne of — the 


ed up, as one above another. For who 
hs "Wiſer: from e 7. nd 


bonds thou 2 2% if hou 
Fry. if pou ba not Feceiued we _ 


— Pre- 
ee? Wirkt what Reſpect and Revberttice 
Mdtid we derean ourſelves 7. Were a 
peda und Virteous Man conſcidus to out 
inmoſt ts Arnd Intentiefis, all our 
FWeret Counels and Actiorb, what a'ONeck 
und Reſtreint ſhötäd we habe our- 
fves, ee ver a witked Th 
de der ne, d be White e 8e 
nt a nfl Ation? Should a grave 
Aria Wie Man everlodk us in al Gf Fel 
— — we be aſhamed" Fold — 


3 Mech Vexation 2 Ben ihe | 


of Rings 4 the e ig and 
| ons des preſent. wk us, the 
eontiiu 
we tay or a. 


ce and "knows All that 

er even think! ' With what 
We hd Revevence"then ſhould we Re 
4 So | * 


of all Sin. We lius ad mobs, 


r ˙²˙ T ⅛⁴ͤE J V ¾%¾⅛ mm. eo eb ]⅛ w 6 — . ho 


e Ae 0 2 
What Fear and Dread fhowld - 
Majeſby,-and bonn dar n 


d have aur 
Being in God; him ur draw. an 
nn ide pp of our — en- 


nanee: our 9 and Sub- 


3 e inſelf imme- 
diately 


Of our Being in Gov, 


nm fucks Pa- 


Friend and ſuch a-Bene- 
e 
6 this very preſent Time, not 
Al he er /and-Gonvenid Rios: and 
 Enjoyments of Life but even our Life 
reelf, with all the Power and Ability we 


His, Let us = all * "So at | 
we have in the Praiſes and Ado- 
rations and Bleſſings of our great Creator 
and: Preſerver, for all his Benefits conti- 
. us g for his infinite 


0 at firſt out of 
— pifar b tender and 
Love in protecting and gefending; us 
from the Dangers and Miſchiefs we have 
been expoſed to evef ſince we were born; 
for his — aa Concern, for us, 
in preſerving us ey 

Momeut of our Lives; 2 of 

fluence and Co-operation with us in the 

Performance of every Action and Office 

of Life; 3 all, let us ee 

magnify his ame, evermore offer- 
ing up our Pralle and. Thankſgivings to 
him for his ſtupendous Mercy, and lovin 

Kindneſs to us in our Redem 1 

d/o nne * for Foy | 
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' Of ar Bring in 2 

2 Means of Grace we enjoy here, 

e eg is 

Gly our Lord; to whom, with X's Fa- 
ther and bleſſed Spirit, be e (AS! 


: * = 
. 
5 - . * 
* at T 5 14 
-, Ln * 3 7 
4 1 14 & 
* 5 
« 4 1 1 #4 * 3 921 * 
- ® 4 ©, hed * 
1 - 
— . ® « 
4 y 4 » 181 
4101. ll a . ; $24 $ 1 
. ) FF 
1 [ * 4 * * 7 439 
It — 4 * * 4 a = »* 5,” 
1 2 0 "* „ 
2 o EET 
»4 16544 135 5 + £444 1 
: = 
1 « OT %* 17 2 
A 0 Fs ww 44 *. 61 


p - 7 
Hao 
90 


30 


129 11990 
2111 101 
b t At 
i P5134 T {x . — 5 4 3 7 
rt & CALL 44 «> AAS 5d Ih A QSOcIONV! 


* 


* 1} $4 F L's þ ö . FT#4 p »-? 11 EY; f 
1144 1 699 ATT "ey ds tn _ #71 * n 
ee * 114 149. „* i I's * 9 1 1 Note 1 
i 
{18 bus! au a& iis: e od 246 Sti to 
O ionen ve willy une=n 


11 
A111 


7 5 2 
94 * 1147 
— 


” Fro, © - , £4 F? 
* i Yds” han 


x * WY" . 
+0 uvol DIS * : " 


(0 
ö 1 

, "Fi? 1. 1 

85 — 4440 $02 14 P 
* 6 

1 - 
o - 44 dx * " is * 

2 (LE Fe, 14 9 

* 117 

w 44 


* , 
% * 
i - 
' 7 V. * [CY 
D » * Y % ; 
EG 
| 4 * * — 3 * = 
; #38, 4 —— req ner he — * W 
Fm en —U—U. oe — — —„—' — 2 - — — oo 
4 N = * » s bh —y - -_— * 
1 * 1 5 7 ** bY FITS FOE LY pe "ef N * 6 
— 7 g | 12 111 * f LS WW u# — kb - > 4. 2 — wy : 
: " * 9 —_ 
. 1 * * 2 9 hs. "mw, * — * nr 2 ? 
'S; : \ " : 
ee. e I — ä AQ 2 . — = 1 — Sade . 
| p — OV = ” b 
FA 1 Fe F, 4 " . * er 4 . ” * 1 * 18 '4 8 * 
Af 4 wi$# 54 4 — &13.4 14 — 14 ” y ade 4.4 1%. 9 
1 * 0 - 2 ' 
- n 7 « . 
4 = # 4 » k : *u — — 1 * 11 4 „ * * 
7 | 
ws ac L. * * 8 4 4 . — — 3 
= Pe _ x - =, 
4 AI 77 | Th - 88 
* 1 1 - F; —— ” 2 4 1 
» > % N 0% . 
4 ; 4 F * * * 6 4 # i OED 
: * . . 89 > : 7 #4 4 _ Ss + 4 
- l 2 © 
* . » * 
& 4 1 7 9 * — * o = 
5 9 ox . = o - - 3 _- - Oy 2 + * * 4 » 
0 * 
. #+17% * * Hits YEE: 
e HAN. 98 ITY = 
. . 
«+ 
| 
p 9 0 bw, ECOL. 2— - * 
/ N . x 1 „ „ OE a * 
* 1 4 r 
* 1 K . * * 
» - - >. * > os * o * * 
* * 2 P 
Bc * 7 0 1 . \ FP 4 1 * . 4 1 7 » 
63% Tags \ 5 "WOTF 14 Ref Wu WA 53% 4 
— * *: * 
ain 8 4 
[ * . * 
® * 
Aa + 
5 8 | * I „ * 
*> * . 7 o * © ” 99 N 1 : 4 | _ 
* 3 - De 7 49m; p T > K 1 
; {13 I Ys * Fog * Bet . „„ +k A * 
7 LY N + WW f 
Lu „ . S dons , > 7 %\ LF ak rr” % Ty , | % ". Sa & = 
— * az. + S443 Ga a Ef 4 * AR S , op 1 1 818 
1 Nan 0 1 74 8 iy A * 
1 BS 104 1 SB #5 Nl DE f ; 
* 1 ark, 7. #3 3 eaide Toms «4 1 
1 / wT 7 EY 3 ; 3 ' &* 43 '',: 1 9 * 
Wh 20) 10, 168 Fenn 2d 10 fl a: 
| -$G9t Nt wo as mes | 255 8 
* 7 J "* * * * o — 
op fo * Ha | . 4 1. tie 1 A 
: , 2 7 he 
4 — 1 1 * 9 - = . , *. 
42 1 * 74 14 5 . <p A - © * by 1 - ; ky * 
4 * 44 0 * — > 
14 ay 
- 4 *% +; ” * * 4 ” A > 
{2.5 184 . 4 P 4 o . * 1 y* TELE 4 
: = * * k 
* 4 4 & * * 
'S FA * Tat = 1 4 — c - * 
FLIES SA 4 of 1 4 „ 1 8 , # * | y vt 7 + ke 
o - * * 1 * # 
P 2 * A 
1 : y 4 
ys F . 11 : : 7 1 2 — .F * 
w ” >, bs SS WW iwies 4s C 4 3 3 WN 14 36 Hat v 
- 4 4 t i 
, - 4 
— Dy 1 1 Ws , 7 * 4 : . 7 o . -- : o Ay 
* * 22 1 24 
* "4 1 "ſt 4 . oy * — * > * | 
443 44 Tis x 3 1 * 1 = 18 * 4 EF 44 *% « 413 1 111 
0 + * 4 * _ bu 2 da 44 
4 1 3 K , 
n CT) * 141 Pee > &< a mg . 8 * 
22 —— 49 * 4 M4 44% CASAS 3A & . 4 \% 19 + A 8 
7 * 7 , * 
by A = | he 4 
2 2141 13 KA i 1 84 q 1 . I ar4% x Wenn, | 
i U * "= . 1 — YC Pj 18 * + * „ a 
. 2 2 * . * 
11 f . - 1 a 4 . * 
” i & 4 . 4 81 1 n | I 1 3 
PI 
"OY , " 


.of the Eonercignty of 00 ob. 


1%) 


0 * Dee X. 17. | 
Bir the Lord yuur Gods Ond of Gadh and 


Ted of Lords. 


in reſtoring the two Tables of the 
and con nn a Prieſthood, in ſepa. 
ran * 


Moſes in his Pra that the 


them, be concludes with this Exhorta- 
tion to Obedience, ver, 12, 13. of this 


thy Gad require of thee, but to fear 
te the Led thy Go G 45 walk in all bis Wars, 
4 


8 E R M 0 N . 


of Leui, and in heark- 


jeft go in and pole the Land: 
W Pope might; unto their Fathers to give 


5 3. And now, Iſrael, what dath the 


' ſeveral Favours and Mercies Gd. 


A* FTER een 
had ſhewn the Children of py | 


— . — Hexiaipus of Go. 
Sd io bur Mm, und to ſerve the Lord: 

: Gad zoith all: thyHiart, and with alt 

Soul, mn Reap the Commandments of the Lord, 

- ardibis which I command. —_— 

for thy:Goad | (20 # | ern! Wt 
Ard to make them: till 1 b ee 


bei 'and the greatOb | 
clay! e to ſerve the 1 
forth the Sovereignty and P of 

- God over the World, and the particular 
R d Favour he had demonſtrated 


to the Children of raue, more than to 
any other Nation whatever, bidding them 


Deut. x. Behold {"''the Have and. be 2 F 


. Habent ir the Laru cb Gog, the 
alſo with all that therein is. | Only: the Lord 
bad à Delight in ib Furbers to love tbem, 

hats, ase choſe their Seen after them, ten "_ 

"#bove all People, at if is 20 Day.-* 
Therefore you ought fo Fa e 
diſobedient and ſtuBbotn Hearts, | 
ſubmit vo¹ỹ᷑ũ oud- Locks, afid Ade Yo no 
more ſtiff-necked, but acknow the 
divine Majeſty, and ſtand in Awe of his 
almighty Power; for, as it is expreſſed in 
the Text, the Lord your God 1s Godof Gous 
and Lord of Lordi; a great God, a mighty, 
ang aterrible, wobich regardeth not ' Perſons, 


1 taketh Reward. 
Moſes makes uſe! of 'in 
Obediente 


The Arg 
theſe Words to enforce their 


may 


he os i. Eh. 
* 


infini 9 ſuperior 


o Sovereignty AGE 


Salas: ſerve and wotſhip. their 
Gols, thoſe+ dumb and ſenſeleſs Idols, 
- whictr are incaj 2 


fiting them; if they pa 
:ank Allee; iance to their Snape 912-2 and Em- 
account of their Power and 


Perors upon account 
Authority over them; if they fall down 


and adore the Hoſt of Heaven, for the 


good or bad Influences which they ima- 


gine them to have over the Earth; how 


much more obedient ought you to be to- 
wards your God; who is the true Lord; 


who with an irreſiſtible Power and . 


Tg tons ty overrules and goverris all 
both in Heaven and Earth. For 
ee Ib Riff” Ati Sele OKs 5 


4your God is Ged of, Gods and Lord 


ech Werde is allertedithe Wesens 
And ſovereign Authority of God above all 


other Beings, his Dominion and Pow-˖er 
over all his Creatures. 6 in diſcourſ- 
in G them 1 rom 85 Na I N 


to all the heatheniſn 
| iclle Deities and as much above all-the 
Kings and Potentates here beloy; and 


ow 7 
may be brought into this Form; if che SAV. 


0 7 
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and hath the only true e intl 
&/thatithere!1 19: no 


ET Wiſdom and. Goodneſs: 


 Andythvuld-any Creature pretend to find 

fault with the Will and Pleaſure of God, 

we may ſilence all Murmuring with the 

ken. ix. Anſwer of St Pauk: N be, * 
lr 
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$ 5 hen King /\Nehuchadnezzar, when His 


Rev. iv. 


11. 


_ Hon, or Providence. And the Right and 


Fra 


Underſtanding returned unto him, be 
v. fed, the mot Bah, and praiſad and honoured 
bin ubar iveth for ruer, whoſe Dominion 
n an everlaſting Domi nian, and bis: Ming 
dan. From Generatton''to Generation, und 
all the Inhabitants of the Earth are reputed 
— 17. and be doth according to bis 
the Army's of Heaven, aud among the 
Parton 7 the Earth ;'\ and nome cun rags. Foe | 
2 Hand, or ſay unto him, What daft Thou? 
Who the man 5 2 Revelations 
eaſon to art 
0 Led! fo receive” an Sn 
and Power; for Thou baft irate al Things, 


and far CE een e 


treated, || Neunten : Kuti 
550 </ . 6 T4; % Abs 974 
, 70 Gunner the Geke a 
Foundation of the divine Sove Sovereignty. 
ow the Right and Title God hath to his 
Yreatures, and all that they have, ariſes 
from the Benefits and Favours conferred 
upon them, either by Creation, Preſerva- 


iety God hath upon theſe Accounts 
that we poſſeſs poſſeſs or enjoy, is the beſt 
aud molt certain we ran conceive!” For 7 
8 Nan 

Wil Asto our Creation. | OurChiitian 
— to believe that God 

created us and all the World at engl 


from his Bounty, he certainly muſt have 
me juſteſt Right and Title to what is 


under the greateſt Obligations imaginabl 
to acknowledge him our hig Lor 
Sovereign, to whom we owe all pot 
e gubjection and Service. For wherein 
can a Right and Title 50 e 
Thing be better founded, than in the 
Creation of them? To whom can à Crea- 
ture be under equal Obligations of Duty 
and Subjection, as to its Creator? Thiere 


equal Authority with the Divine; and, 
ſtrictly and properly ſpeaking, there can 
be no other Right, but what is in God, 
or what is derived from him. For, as 


St Paul affirms, ibere is b Power bus of Rom. xi 


God : the Powers. that dt, are ordained of ** 
run | g therefore 75 25 obliged to 

d wledge and to be ſubject to the 
higher Powers here on Earth, as conſti- 
tated by God, and deriving all their Right 
and Authority originally from him; on | 
39g, 11 17 PHIW e DAS 0 IN 
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* 
F 


Sm W. whit we own-and- ſubnmt to 
— Power here below, e muſt —— 


/ berger 


it tw be inferior tos and dependent on 
ſupretne Power of God bene, whom 
alone we rmuft abſolutel/ obey and wer- 
tip, as ou ee ore W 


N. 5 nr” 44 +: - 7 ** 2 
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3 | 0 9 655 
— — 
ferves; all Things in their Being by the 
Word of his Power, enabling them all b 
n 
ſeveral natural Operations 


all Things confift'y:ond in him ne iu anit 
move, and have our Being: So that with 
out his Concurrence and jon 
we are unable of ourſelves to help vur- 
felyes, nor can we Jo muck . Fee, of 
moet or act without him. jap 
Now to be thus entire! 7 dependant 
upon any any Being, and — Fre. 
Livelihood-and. Subſittence to him,. 
neceſſarily give that a Power and 
Amhority 6 over us, a Right and Title to 
2 


* 


— I | 
— and all tnt weerfoy and poſs Sem V. 
onvſelves;" ard pen, 


and Ei © every Fatt of the World, 
without' he Motien of that-Eumm tr —— 
ſo neither can we ue without the" B. 


| Ki aol? 
bmp nog Wyre teh A ee 
And indeed there i no Difference be- 
tern Creation and — et 


Ar 
the- ſame Right and 1 
ente i i Hi Gn. 
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Soren of God, ny nay bededuced rem 
the divine Providence” over the "World. 

Por if God the World, and dif- 
to H I All the Ble 


enjoy, them from all t 
expos to very Moment of their Ei 
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E ſo that we owe all our Safety, Peace and 


Security to his watchful Care over us, WE 
mut . juſt Ri fi 19! ur 
| oe eg of 3 


SD and ſecures to us dur 
Li ond ores our e — 
g muc 9 
5 to our heavenly, The. Wo 
is.Lord 1 Seryants. 5h 3 and 
Miniſters. al other Potentates are; * 
if we muſt needs be ſubject to our R 
becauſe. they are Miniſters of God to us 
5 bee Sock greater Reaſon have 
fall down and reverence God himſe 


melt 


þ han eat „ 
or our Benefit, upholds pports _ 
all the Order and Government that M 
the World. But not only is 8 in- 
finite Diſproportion between the divine 


Majeſty and all-earthly Kings, but the 
Benefits and Bleſſings we receiye from one 
and the other, are as much greater and 
more conſiderable. For the Power 4 
Man extends not to innumetable Thi 
on which our Lives and Happine sde 
| D er the e 
the: Direction and Ee may 
01 m T 


\Q os. ' 
A e d 
mighty God alone over-rules all Cues Sem 


natural and moral; He guides alł hannes 
and Acridents, and — all A 


W other Cauſes, Which we call 


econdary, are only Inſtruments in his 
Hands to produce either Good on Evil in 
the World: And therefore to him only 


we muſt roſa all rs — 
of our Li 


of NEAL 4 i —— God- was ikd-: 
Creatures, either i in their Creation Pre- 
ſervation, or Providence over them: Which 
indeed is the beſt Foundation of all Right - 
and Authority that can be. But tiere 


| 15 OY RN — 
Wildom: to direct his Power in the Pro- 


duction of the Bffoct. Eor it is impoſ. 
ſible. that any Being ſhouic he truly So-: - 
vereign, WhO 1 18 not © For 
were there any other” Being ſuperior to 
God, 


82 Of Ads Seventy? of Bog. 
Serm. IV. God, this Being would be able to over- 
n and controll God in the Exerciſe: of 
his Power: Or were there any Thing 
poſſible in Nature, which: God cauld not 
effect, ſuch an Inability would argus God 
to be inferior to ſome other Being in that 
Reſpect; and therefore God could not: be 
- only apy and RY: thang in 
| C 1 Nee $4778 
And — not che G Ocanipotence 
guided and directed by infinite Wiſdom, 
the Power of God might produce nothing 
but Diſorder, Confuſion and Deſtruction 
in the World; or if it happened to bẽ the 
Occaſion of any wiſe and regular Effect, 
it would be owing to nothing but blind 

Chance and Accident, or fore: fatatanid 
unavoidable Neceſſity. 


Ty e's yes 
Orms ev 1 at 18 

5 alba EN e that and; there- 
fore ſuch a Being, who is poſleſs d of Al. 
mighty Power, and endued with infinite 
Waidom and GoodneS, vyho is God alone, 

e only can Wer 
— alk; eee 

But further ſtill, ne will hade Pas 
tience and give aurſclves Time to examine 
Things to the Bottom, we ſhall; find the 
true Baſis of the Divine n 
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be founded in the eternal Reaſem and SermaV. 
Nature of Things. For, becauſe it i 


and reaſonable and according to the 
nutable Reſpect and Relation which 
bear to one another, that the great 
C Preſerver, and Governor of 
the World ſhould have all Right and 
Title to all Creatures and Things in itz 
hence we derive the Sovereign Majeſty of 
God: This is the true Source and Sprin 
of all Authority and Dominion, 
this is the eternal and immoveable Foun- 
dation of God's Sovereigntixy.. 
The Sovereignty of God muſt bs con- 
Nature and — of Perſons” and 
Things, or of their Ideas, which is the 
1 to all rational Beings 
and to God himſelf the Firſt 
8 And this Rule depends 
not upon the Will, or Power, or So- 
iguty of God, but is eternal and im- 


Vereignty 
mutable; and becauſe it was for ever 


true, juſt and right in itſelf; therefore is 
it a Law to God — moſt 
natural, and eſſential to him. 168-41 946; 

Here lies the Foundation of all Trutli 
and Certainty, of all Virtue and Good- 


nels, of all Juſtice, and Righteouſneſs, 
and | Equity; without which | Virtues 


re ea i into Oppreſſion and 
Ty- 


— ednliſts. in creating Beings of daha Na- 
i — — he 


Of the Somme of Gas. 

v. Tyranny, "Wiſdom into Craft and Sub- 

== zung here T fix the truo Baſis of 
divine Sovereignty... 


„ar, N . whe 


. 1. come "now to der Shel 
0 \ te vereignty of God doth conſiſt- 
Sovereignty and Dominion of God, "tok 
8 you Te mi the full and abſolute Right 
Ta of God to all his One a5 
being all WO dand form'd 9 hinq out 


pf bai ang therefore the) are't 
aud properly God's own, and ke hath fe 


Power and Authority to deal with, them 4 


in any manner he pleaſes and thinks 

IE 8 5 only. 1 be confiſte; nt 000 

Eicelkn and Perfection. of God, and 
Nature "and Condition of, the Creature, | 


, Therefore the Sovereignty of God 


Thus 
ve may obſerve in this viſt Word Be. 
— mgs- of different Kinds ane Natures, 
ſome rational, ſome: ſenſitive only with- 
out - Reaſon, ſome vegetative without 
either Senſe on Reaſon, ſome with Mo- 
tion, ſome without Mlotiom; and we have 
great Reaſon 10-believe; theue are as dif- 
terent Degrees and Orders of: Beings in 
_ the-inviſible World; according to the ſe- 
veral er andBxoclences of their 
Natures. U 
dh, 


* 
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with God, becauſe he was not placed in 
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of the 8888 of Gov: 


what 
he $ to his Creatures, according to 
the. Capacities of their Natures: And a 
Man Has no more Reaſon to find Fault 


the State and Condition of the good An- 
and bleſſed Spirits above, than the 
te Beaſts or Stocks and Stones have 
Cauſe to complain, that they were not 
made equal in all Reſpects wi Mankind. 


For Golm confer his Favours and lov- 


ing Kindneſs to whom, and in what De» 


grees, Meaſure and Manner he pleaſes, . 


Za, God can by his Sovereignty go- 


vern his Creatures by what Laws and 


Rules he thinks beſt; and take what Me- 


thods he pleaſes to bring about his own 
goodand 15 Deſigns; and therefore God 
may have decretd many Things from all 
Tine by and accompliſh thoſe Decrees in 
— what Meh he judgeth moſt 

" Only we muſt remember, God 
5 — ight to decree the Miſery 
of an innocent ” Crcatuee, becauſe that 
Right which God hath over his Creatures 


Bendfits' he hath been pleaſed to confer 
upon them; and therefore it cannot be 


pleaded td make an ene Creature 
miſerable; 


bo neil t rae 1 | 


ve? G 3 4750, God 


is founded in Righteouſneſs, and in the 


855 


God's Sovereignty * * that he Serm IV. 
Ms — 


. | 
e God hath a Right to give Being 


* 


* 


Creature capable of obeying or tr 
ſing any Law, the Reward or Puniſhment 
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to any of his Creatures upon what Terms 
and, A he pleaſes ; and therefore 
he may impoſe what Laws, he will upon 
them; either ſuch as are natural, and 
which have an latrinſic Virtue and Rea- 
ſonableneſs in them, or. ſuch as are po- 
ſitive only, and depend wholly LM n the 
Will and Pleaſure of God. ere we 
muſt remark, , that God ee require 
Impoſſibilities of his Creatures; and con- 
ſequently, cannot require of them any 
Obedience to ſuch Laws, as are either in 
cheir own Nature impoſſible, or which it 


= 11 eien ar * reature to opbſerve. 


2881 3 >; 


If? | 


Wet 5thh; God. may. annex what Sanctiohs 
| Herplenſes: to his Laws; for ſuppoſi 5 
greſ- 


conſequent upon the Obedience to or 


Tranſgreſſion of that Law, may be what 
God: pleaſes; nor can we complain of the 


Greatneſs or Rigour of- the Puniſhment, 


when it was in our n. TOON. to 


avoid it. 


65h, 0 laſtly; God hath a Right to 
inflict any Evil upon his Creatures, which 
exceeds 1 ww Good he hath been 
pleaſed to confer upon them. And _ 


— AA. Eo. 


A , af. 
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fore he may deprive'them' of any Bleſſing Serw: 
he hath beſtowed U — them; or being 
N them any Affliction leſs than the 
Nay, God may juſtly annihilate 
"his Creatures whenever he pleaſes, 


f hath at no Time preengaged him- 


ſelf by Pronũſe to 'the contrary: For 
what he hath freely given, he may ds 


freely take away; and that without any 


Injuſtice. To be, is generally indeed c- 
Werwed a Blefling; but upon better Conſi- 
deration we ſhalt find it to be only the 


Foundation of Happineſs or Miſery: And 


we muſt all acknowledge it is better not 
to be, than to be miſerable. Now the 
Foundation of God's lying 
in the Benefits conferr d upon his Crea- 
tures, and it being no real Good ſim | 
to be, but truly an Evil to be miſerab 
God may without Injuſtice make an 8 
nocent Bein e rv to be, but cannot 
without! e continue it to be in Mi- 
"#iy. And herein conſiſts the Soverei 

of God, that he hath a Right to deal any 
"how With his Creatu res, ſo long as the 


Sufferings he brings upon __ 7 wenn 


of his Bleſſings. 


4 

Hay, I "rentals üb, only to make 

" ſome 25 Inferetices from what hath 
al : 4 900i 30 S034 

l Al MO 32! NIRO, 15 — . 
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BB Of the Gupreignty of Go 
 Serm.IV-. 1/4, From this Account: whe; we have 
KD i” Divine Sovereignty, we may 

zahle the Error and Miſt: e of do | 

the Sovereignty: of God in a 
| Rights diſpoſe of and deal with his Grea- 
tures in any Way he pleaſes; without any 

Regard to the Rules of Ri ghteouſneſs, dur. 

tice * Equity, which immediately 

from the eternal Reaſon and Nature of 

Things, or of their Ideas; thoſe immu- 

table Laws of the Divine Actions, which 

God can no more violate or __ with, 

than he can diveſt himſelf his Dewys 

and ceaſe, to be a God. 
There are People in the World, who 
think . th Fey, « do Honour to God and ad- 

Yew his lory and Majeſty, by maintain- 

ing his ſovereign Right to make Creatures 

happy or miſerable to all Eternity, ac- 
cording to his Will and Pleaſure, without 
any Reſpect to the Merit or Demerit of 
the Creatures themſelves: 80. that ac- 
cording to the Opinion of theſe Men, let 
ſome Perſons be ever ſo induſtrious to 
make their Calling and Election ſure, be 
they ever ſo ane. to work out their 
Salvation with F ear and Trembling, it is 
all Labour in vain, they are prede inated 
to be damn d, and it n in their Power 
to prevent it. 72 | 


| 


But 
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But let the Aſſertors of theſe Opinions Serm. IV. 
and · Principles conſider what a Di — 
and Reflection they caſt upon the Righte- 
ouſneſs; and Juſtice, and Goodneſs of God, 
while they pretend to glorify him by 
magnifying . his Dominion and Power 
over his Creatures in their Damnation or 
Salvation, as he pleaſes, without any Re- 
d to their own Endeavours. What can 
a greater Affront and Indignity to any 
good Man, than to charge him with the 
eternal Ruin and Perdition of an inno- 
cent, helpleſs Creature, whom he hath in 
his Power to uſe him as he pleaſes? And 
would not any one of us ſcorn that Per- 
fon who ſhould accuſe us of ſuch In- 
juſtice and Cruelty? And ſhall that be 
imputed to the moſt holy, juſt and good 
God, which is odious and deteſtable in 
the Sight of all good Men? Such falſe, and 
injurious, and blaſphemous Notions of 
God, ought to be for ever baniſhd out of 
our Minds. Eſpecially when God hath 
been pleas d to aſſure us, and that with 
an Oath too, that he taketh no Delight in 
the Ruin of any of his Creatures. As I 
ive, ſaith the Lord, 1 have no Pleaſure in 
the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he 
ſhould turn and live. So far is he from being 
| leaſed with the Miſery of an innocent 
erſon, that with Reluctancy he is oblig d 
3 In 
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90 Of e of GoD, 
Sem. I. iti quſtite to puniſn a Sinner: He d. 
ä hechad rather that the Sinner would turn 
from his Sin and be ſaved: Much more 
does he deſire the aper = all his true 
TINS: Fl tear NN. 
Iran Srory 5 f 45 robe 2 
adh, Fromtle tue Notion wohaws given 
of the divine Sovereignty, we may eafily 
judge of the Ignorance and Miſtake! of 
thoſe, Who contend ſo earneſtly for unli- 
mited paſſive Obedience and Non-reſift- 
ance, from a ſuppos d Right a Prince hath 
deriv d from God Almighty to govern his 
| according to his Will and Plea- 
ſure. Whereas God himſelf pretends to 
no: Power or Right to do Evil, or act 
unjuſtly: Much leis can any of his Crea- 
tures pretend to derwe wade a Power. from 
him. There is indeed no Power but of 
God but God hath none to do Evil, much 
leſs can any of his Creatures have a Power 
from — _—_ one Prin- 
ces in are the Vi Repre- 
ſentatives of the An, bey, b. but they were 
never deſign d by God to be 4 Terrur 10 
ood Horks, but to the Evil. And there- 
fore let no Monarch, not even the moſt 
abſolute upon Earth, injure, and — 
and murder his Subjects, under a 
tence he — a” re og ad 40 1 
. from God to deal wih his 
People 


of the Souereignty"of Go. 


and eats and 
— 1175 if they: _ Him” 2171 mor 
[EY (11 ul 5 51 290. 
a h. Hanes let us learn dur Duty and 
Sudjection to our only true Sovereign, the 
great Lord of Lords, and King of Kings, 
to ſerve and obey him chearfully, faith- 
fully, and conſcientiouſſy; to love bim with 
all our Hearts, and Minds, and Strength, with 
all the Powers and Faculties of our Souls; 
as they are his, and as we owe all that 
we have within us, and all that we poſ- 
ſeſs withqut us, all the Goods of our Souls 
and Bodies, and all the Enjoyment of our 
Lives, to his Bounty and Liberality; by 
whoſe Goodneſs we were at firſt created, 
and are ſtill preſerved in Being, and moſt 
graciouſly governed with the tendereſt 
Care and cern. And let us not re- 


15 nor ler" at the wiſe Diſpenſa- 


ns of the divine Providence, but be 
thankful for the good Things we do en- 
joy, which are all Favours and Bleſſings, 
and more and greater than we deſerve. 
And none of us can be in ſuch poor and 
mean Circumſtances, but we have abun- 
dant Reaſon to bleſs and praiſe God for 
his many and great Mercies to us; and 
though we are not all in the ſame Stations, 
and have not all the ſame Eſtates; yet let 

yy Dur Us 
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how and in what Manner he wills Serm.IV. 
they are e 


92 of thi Sovereignty of Go b.. 


 Serm-IV-ug conſider, God has a Right to diſpoſe of 
i den how: he pleaſes, and knows better 


what is good for us than we do ourſelves: 
And when any Affliction happens to us, 
het ur faint mr, but bear it patteritly, that 
though our. outward Man.decayeth, yet the 
2 Cor. iv. {ward Man may he renewed Day by Day. 
16, 17, 18. For. aohen with an Eye of Faith we look not 
at "the Things "which are ſeen, but at the 
Things wwhich' are not ſeen, we diſcover the 


Things that" are ſeen to be only temporal; 


but the Things which are not ſeen to be eter- 
nal: And that our light Affiiat cb i 
but for a Moment, uur berb for us u 


exceeding and eternal Weight of Ghry. 
Which that. 1 we may all obtain, and 


for ever enjoy, God of his infinite 
Mer ant through ſeſus Chriſt 
our 1 Ry ne through the Father 
and holy Spirit, be all Honour 8 
"Glory now _— for's ever. amen. 
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„ PSATN XII. * bis 
The Lord reigneth, let the Perth _— 


Let the, Wee tude e the Nen be glad 
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is the Belief of 
— next to this is e EE 
the diving Providence. For, according to 
the Apoſtle, He, that cometh to God. mmi 
Kees thay aa ib ber ba e 3 | 
r at ent m. we ; 
heve that a0 cel ginning God created | 
the- Heaven and the Earth, ta muſt we Gen. 1 
believe, that he continues to rule and go- 
vern all Things in both by an irrefſtible 
Power, with the moſt perfect Knowledge 
W Wiſdom, and according to the Mea 


ſures 


Heb. xi. 6. 
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germ. V. ſures! of the exatteſt — 
n Mercy; and that he ordereth and 

eth all Events, ſo that whatever be- 
fals us, it comes to paſs either by his di- 
rect Appoittment, or r ed his aſk 
— Ooncurrenee. « 
In diſcourſing upon this t 
the divine Nowe 1 A pro 
r 
it, Endeavour to provethe Providence 
of God aL: ebe en 
IIdly, Conſider the divine Provides i 
with 1 to ans, Aﬀairs * 99925 
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1 I cee wo üer g Pe 

vidence of God in general. Tlie Provi- 

dence of God is his Care and Government 
of the World by preſerving, continuing: 

and directing the Sonſtzzetden and Cone 

of Nature. The ſame Goodneſs which 
firſt diſpos d God to create the World, 

ſtill nclines him to preſerve and uphold it. 

Col.i. 17. By vum all Wings confi, ſaith St. Paul; 
and he wpboldeth'all Things by the Word of 
Hebr. i. 3- job oe In him ave live and move, and 
| 20. xvii ; have our Being. As God fills Heaven and 
Earth by his In „and is continu- 
preſent with all his Creatures; ſo he 
extends his Omnipotence throughout the 
Univerſe, and ſupports all the 9 


Off the divine Prouidenct. 


his Hands, and keeps them in Being, by Serc.. V. 


preſerving them from Deſtruction and ͤ 


Annihilation, ſo that they fall not back 
again into their original Non- exiſtence: 
And God not only at firſt gave Being in 
general to all his Creatures, but he en- 
dowed them with their peculiar Proper- 
ties, Virtues and Qualities, which they ex- 
ert and exerciſe according to the Nature 
of each of them, through God's Ble 
to them, and by his Aſſiſtance and = . 
concurring and co-operating - with them 
Ty ys their Motions, Productions and 
sss. | 


8 5 —_ 
In the Beginning God erected this 
ſtately and — Fabrick of the 


World, and diſpos d all its Parts in Or- 
der and Harmony, adorn d it with Splen- 
dor and —— and mada it ſuitable and 
convenient, Pleaiant and delightful, for 
the N and Recreation of, an in- 
numerable Multitude and avaſt Variety of 
Creatures, that live and move in it. He at 
firſt preſerib d to inanimate Bodies Laws 
| of Motion and Attraction, whichthey;ob- 
ſerve; he. gave Life and Senſe to Animals, 
which they naturally deſire to preſerve; 
and rational Creatures he endyed with 

the ſuperior Gifts of Reaſon, and Under- 
ſtanding, and F reedom of Will, which 

they haye Liberty to exereiſe SRO 5 
271 | x ___ mee 
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Seraf, v. theſe Properties, ' Abilities and Capacities, 
= which God diſtributed «everally to his 


Creatures in the Beginning, he ſtill pre- 
ſerves and continues to then by the In- 
fluence of his Benediction aſſiſting and 
enabling them-in the Uſe and Enjoymerit 
of them. All the Creatures God made 
at firſt he now takes Care of and provides 
for; continually helping them in the Per- 
formance of all their ſeveral 
and Offices, according to their Nature. 
eto God undertook the —— of 
W as an intelligent Bein - 
fectly knew what he was goin + about , 
and as a wiſe Being he xe 5 
Means, and adjuſted them as ade 
Cauſes proportionable to their Effects; 
and as a rational Being he acted according 
to Truth and Righteouſneſs; and the End 
he propos'd to himſelf in all his Works 
was to manifeſt his own Glory, and im- 
part Being and Happineſs to his Crea- 
tures; which his Goodneſs diſpos d him 
to conſult in their original Formation. 
This was the End God deſigned to pur- 
ſue from the Beginning of the World; 
and as God by his Preſcience certainly 
knew before he created the World, what- 
ever would come to paſs m it, how his 
Creatures would uſe the ſeveral Gifts and 
Powers he gave them, and what _ 


Of the. divine Providence. 


be the Iſſue and Event of all their Mo- Serm. V. 
. tions and Adtions . Je he miakevall their . 


Operations uſeful and ſubſervient to the 
Execution of his Deerees, and rules and 
guides them in promoting and | 
ing the great End of their Creation With 
whatever View and Intention the Crea- 
tures themſelves may act, whether they 
do Good or Evil, "which dee 2 ; 
their own Choice and F 3 as f 
enables them to act, ſo he directs and 
. i and rare ö 
to F ring a 

his on wiſe Counſels and Purpoſes. ' 
 Godvat firſt appointed and ſettled the 

general Order and Courſe of Nature, 
nich r , and makes 


uſe of in ex Deſigns of —— | 
Providence. — — 

Effects by EDD — | 
firſt. ,'Cauſe, and h we are — \ 
Agents, the Effects of our free Agency 

are diſpos'd by God to ſerve the Ends of 


his Providence, who gives us this Power, 
and continues in B his Powers 
of Nature. (31 
This is God's ofa and Go- 
vernment of the World, and the 
Method he takes in his Providence over 
it: Though he is ſometimes pleas d very 
ra and e to * in 


98 Of the divine. Providence. 
Serm. V. the' Adminiſtration of human Affairs, and 
to over-rule and controul, vary and 


change the Courſe of Nature: Eſpecially 
in determining the Fate and Fortune a 
whole, and Nations. 


No the Belief of God's Exiſtence in- 
fers the Belief of the divine Providence; 
for the ſame Arguments, which prove 
the Being of God, n the 
World, f prove likewiſe that he governs 
it. Thus for Inſtance, 
iff, If it be abſurd and im poſlible, that 
this regular Frame of the World, and 
ſuch a Multitude of Creatures in it, of 
—_ Kinds and Natures, ſhould all 
p into Being out of N „ and 
= form themſelves into ſuch ad- 
3 Bodies, range themſelves into ſuch 
a beautiful Order, and move and act with 
ſuch Conſtancy and Regularity, without 
the Power — Wiſdom of ſome intelli- 
. it is equally abſurd, that they 
ſhould all continue in their ſeveral Beings 
and Motions, if they are al governed by 
. and ſubject to no ſuperior good 
and wiſe 8 who preſerves them in 
ther, N atures and Operations. 
As it is impoſſible to conceive haw 
Things ſhould. by Chance all ace 
themſelves into this orderly Syſtem 
| Wa ſo it 1s Nr wonderful, CIS 
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* 


ſhould by Chance continue in the ſame Serm. V. 
Order for ſo many Ages, and never once 


chance to fall into any Diſorder and Con- 
fuſion, but all of them move and act as 
uniformly and regularly, as if they were 


governed by the wiſeſt Counſel and trueſt 


Knowledge. It is very ſtrange, ſuppoſ- 
ing for Inſtance, that the Sun was b 

Chance caſt into its preſent Orbit, that ĩt 
never ſhould move out of it, never come 


[nearer to the Earth, nor recede farther. 


from it, but continue to form the ſame 
Succeſſion of Day and Night, Summer 
and Winter; whereas were it to move out 
of its Orbit, either nearer to us, or far- 
ther from us, we ſhould be either ſcorch d 


to Death with too much Heat, or periſn 


with too much Cold. And were all Things 
in the World govern'd by Chance, it is 
the moſt unaccountable Chance that was 
ever 4 5 Ner- in a lon aq _ | 
Time, from the Beginning of the World, 
this ſhould never — Therefore with 
much more Reaſon, with the divine Pſal- 


miſt do we attribute the regular Motions 


of the Sun, Moon and Stars to the good 
Providence of God, who keeps them all in 
their ſeveral Beings and Order, and ſuf- 
fers not one of them to deviate out of his 


H 2 Praiſe 


| 


Sem V. "Praiſt' lim therefore Sun and Moon, 
7 Praiſe bim all ye Stars of Light ; praiſe bim 
3» 4» 5. all ye Heavens, and ye Waters that are 
6. . above ile Heavens; let thim praiſe the Name 
of. the Lord: for he fpake the Word, and 
they were made; he commanded, and they 
were created; be hath made them faft for 
ever, he hath given them a Lau which ſhall 
not be broken. 2 ISAS 44 eee 
24h, As the World exiſts, and had its 
Being neither by Fate nor Neceſſity, ſo 
cannot it be governed either hy fatal or 
neceſſary Laws; for it is evident from 
our on Exiſtence, that there are Crea- 
tures in the World endued with Liberty 
and Freedom of Action, who move and 
act by no Neceſſity, but can conſider and 
or e oceed to Action, 
and make choice of the beſt and wiſeſt 
Means towards the Attainment of any 
propoſed End, before they put their De- 
ſigns and Purpoſes in Execution. 
And therefore, ſuppoſing other inani- 
mate Bodies to move neceſſarily, and b 
ſettled Laws of Motion, it is plain theſ: 
Motions may be altered and varied innu- 
merable Ways by theſe free Agents: And 
ſince theſe Agents, though they have their 
perfect Liberty, are not all endued with 
equal Wiſdom and Goodneſs, they may, 
by their Freedom of Will, and the * 
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ral Degrees of Power they are Partakers Senn. v. 
of, occaſion much Diſorder and Confu- vv 

fon in the World, were were ſubmit- : 
ted- to —— and Go- 
vernment, without the Interpoſition of 
all- wiſe, and powerful, — 9 
4 preſides over all, and takes care of 
2 and Welfare of the whole Uni- 
For among ſuch à Multitude of 
2 all equally free Agents, 
but different —.— and Diſpoſi- 
tions, and contrary Views and Intereſts, 
what Diſturbance, and Diſorder, and Con- 
akon would there be in the World, were 


Welfare 110 Hopgin 


particular, but to > che Dm 
Conſervation; and Motion of the World 


in general, that there ſnould he an over- 


rulmg and good Providence to ent 
any irregularity. and Miſchief, — 2 
t otherwiſe happen, and to maintain 
| ſapport the: ſeveral Being: that are, in 
no other Being ow and AR 8 
World and all Things therein, can p 2 
underſtand their Powers and 1 


tures None but 1 Foun- 
H 3 tain 
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erm. V. tain of all Motion can thoroughly know 
9 it's” ſeyeral” Springs and Cauſes. None 
but the Giver of Life, and Senſe, and Rea- 
ſon, can penetrate into the Thoughts of 
all Hearts, and foreſee! their ſeveral Incli- 
nations and Paſſions. And therefore as 
the Knowledge of all theſe Things is ne- 
ceſſary to the good Government of the , 
World, and all Thin in it, and as none 
but God is indued with fuch Knowledge, 
none but he can be equal to ſuch a Work, 
and neee, none but he can per- 


| form it. CASES 13072 + JAE MU 1 18! N 
dhy, JF there: be an intelligent wife, 
WE | — in the World, who ſees 


d knows every Motion and Action in 
it; he +: thn idle, and unconcerned,/and 
regardleſs of what happens. For it is no 
Dilturbance to the Peace and Quiet of tlie 
Deity to interpoſe in ſuboeleſtial Affairs, 
1 the Epicurean Philoſophers vainlyima- 
gined. For an infinite Mind, ' almighty, 
and all- knowing, can with the ſame Eaſe 
direct and govern all Things as one Thing, 
and no Number nor Variety of Affairs 
can give any Diſquiet or Diſtraction to 
him. For If he was ſufficiently wiſe and 
powerful to create all Things without any 
'rouble or Difficulty, he is equally able 
arid knowing to uphold and every 
Thing Nane — 2 


—— 103 
And therefore as lie cannot rant Serm. V 
of what paſſes in the World, he muſt vo 
concern himſelf with it, and ſuffer no- 
thing to be tranſacted con cto his | 
Will at leaſt, if he be not p directly | 
to order the Matter by his immediate Ap- 
r wicked Men be- 
this they-woull/not, as the Pſalmiſt 
encruragecitbhmſclves in an evil pfl. lxiv. 
ler; "they commune af laying Snares ſe- 5 
erden. ibo bau ſer them He x. 11. 
hath ſaid iu bis Heart, God bath forgotten, 
he — bis Face, — never . 


ſhall nur bel bror ? Anil bu that — 
Eye; Mall he mt ſee? E tbat chaſtiſeth the 
Mailen, nat L gore? And be: that 
rteacheth Man Knmoledge,' hail not he know'? 
The —— the Boogie Mun, that 
they am N unity. ni bun 

And if God, as omnipreſent and omnif- 
cient, ,camneſt! but knowiall the 
and Actions in the World, his Wiſdom 
I incline him 
n and govern them. 
As the Structure and Fabric of 
the: | orld; with — 0 Bru 7 
Variety of Creatures in it, te 
2197181; H 4 God 
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Serm. V. God to be che Creator and Author of all; 
w— >the Continuance of every Thing in it's 
Being with its — the Pre- 
ſervation of each Creature, either in it- 
ſelf, or in a conſtant Succeſſion of one 
another in the ſame 8 „with the 


Order, R | rmony, viſible 
— the Drioerk, evidentlyiprove ' 


1 and wiſe Providence, are 4 | 
ng, I all T 
Es tne God A. 

mighty. ſhould exert his Power, and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, and Goodneſs in the Structure of 
uche magnificent Pile of Building as the 
World to be, and in the 
tiom off many and different Creatures to 
inhabit it, and afterwards tale: no farther 
Care of his own Work, but fit uncon- 
eernech and r egardleſs of hat p- here 
— 8 Among — — i would be 
a Man to — 
2 — — — 
ſtately Palace, and in providing 
| — — enn ho they — 


| — . — an — o 2 2 

| himſelf, never to [inquire into the 

vf his Fami „never to take 

any Notice of lat in t; but to 

leave every one to follow his oπ]]pleaſure 
and — "without" this 

0 Maſter's 


_ 

„ ö. Is ie nee. 
* N * 
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Maſter's — at 
of his parti 
If no S wie ll. Man would be of ſuch 
Careleſſneſz and Neglect as this in his own 
Family, much leſs ought we. to believe, 
that God Almighty is unconcerned about 
what s in this World, which is 
his particular For we mult con- 
ceive very diſhonourable - and unw 
Notions of God, if we think him cap | 
of acting with leſs Diſcretion than the 
wiſeſt Man upon Earth. Rather let us 
believe, that as his Knowledge and Wi- 
dom are infinitely ſuperior to the higheſt 
Un of any of his Creatures, 
ſo his Actions are alſ conducted with as 
much r Counſel and Prudence. 
We may therefore juſtly conclude, that 


_ God Almigh was pleaſed to create 


the World at firſt, and to give Being to 
allnhe eee in it, ſo he continues to 
vern it, n _ —_— King 
in it. e 
Ftbly, This will be more e manifeſt; if 
we conſider, that the ſame Motive which 
induced: God to make Heaven and Earth, 
does ſtill:oblige him to govern all Things 
in opts long as nnn phraſe him that 
We beliere that At the Creation God 
formed every Thing out of Nothing, and 


conſe- 


or ging ao Ant em: 


Pal. cxlv. 
17. 
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way com hi 


neee 
ly that all Things are derived 
; that all the Powers, and Fa- 
culties, and Abilities of every. Creature 
flow from him; that whatever is 
and excellent in any Creature was given 
by him; and that no Creature can be poſ- 
ſeſſetl of any Property, which was not in 
his Power to give or to deny and that 
therefore can ſtand in need of No- 
thing which the Creature has; becauſe all 
came from God at firſt; and that there- 
nn 

gave. Being to 

Creatures; but — Pri of Love 
to all, Righteouſneſs and in his 
own Time he made Us and all Things, 
that we might in ſome Meaſure, 3 
to the Capacity of our Nature, 
his Being and Happineſs. As the — 
righteous in all bis Ways, and boꝶ in all hit 
Warks, ſo his Love: of Righteouſneſs and 
| Goodneſs induced him to begin the Crea- 
tion, and was the firſt and original, Og | 
of out Being $744: 8 my 
But — ſame Righteovſtas * 
Goodneſs inclines God to take card of us; 
and provide for us, while we continue his 
Creatures. Nay, God ſeems under ſome 
kind of Obligation to keep us, now that 
he hath made us, if we render not ourſelyves 


unworthy of his Care and Providence; 


whereas 
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whereas at firſt God was at Liberty to Sem. V. 
have made us or not. Wherefore We. m VS 


reſt aſſured, we live under our heavenly Fa- 
ther's Care and Protection; and that no- 
thing happens to us contrary to his Will 
and Pleaſure, but that all Things move 
fiſtance, and frequently by is immediate 
Directio Arete Koi AS94151 1 


: H. ST FILL u CMC 07 
And of this be hath not left hi * 
out Witneſs, in that be does- us , and '7- 
gives us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful 
Seaſons, filling our Hearts with' Fuad anil 


Glaadneſs.' «in bim we live f and move, ani Acts xvii. 


baue our Being, as certain 'of the Heathen 28. 
Poets have ſaid. For ue are all bis O. 
pri > 1G i en ene ne 
18. The Heathen Phi ers indeed held 
different Opinions concerning the divine 
Providence according to the different No- 
tions they entertained of the Deity, and 
the particular Maxims of Philoſophy 
they profeſſed, Thus the Epicureans 
denied a Providence, becauſe, according 
to their Philoſophy, the Summum Bonum, 
or chief Good, conſiſts in a Tranquillity 
of Mind, and an Indolence of Body; and 
their Notion of the Deity was ſuch, that 
they believed it would be too great a Diſ- 
quiet and Uneaſineſs to him to mind the 
Affairs of us poor Mortals here below. 

But 
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nos Of ile diuine Providence. | 

Sam V. But as neither their Opinion was true 
> about che fiipreme Good, ſo neither had 
ſttmey right Conceptions of the Divine Na- 


; ture; Who. infinitely wiſe and 
; | powerful, Hows — and 


ent, 
| Y Can without tlie leaſt Diſtraction or Trou- 


ble attendiall'the Affairs of the Unnierſe 
15 at the dame time. 
8 The Stoics held an Opinion, that al 
I Fhings came to paſs by an inevitable Fate 
and Neceſſity, and believed that there was 
no ſuch Thing as Freedom of Action; but 
1 that the Gods themelves were al ufer | 
81 mn. The — — which th 
ves by a lirtle — For if 
I: N . 
there is nothing more certain, than what 
he generally does he doth it freely and vo- 
luntarily, without Conſtraint and Com- 
— So that every one of themſelves 
were living Inſtances of ay" ten nd Ao 
their Philoſophy. 
Others there were, who belleved'a: Gb- 
Aral Providence of God, that he took 
care of the greater and more important 
Affairs of the World, but neglected the 
1 ſmaller and trivial Things in it, as below 
Bis Notice and Concern, though now and 
* nd n he . he care of 
JI n 


— Ae 4. 1 


of the divine Provideicy, b 109 
icular Perſons, and their leſſer Matters, SermrV- 
a hege 1 An 6 
But generall thought 
God — 9 and 
more inconſiderable Affairs of Mankind, 
and did not trouble himſelf about trifling 
Things, nor mind every Man's little Field 
and Vine. This 1 d they did, as they 
pretended, out of Reſpect to the Deity, 
that they might conſult the Eaſe and _ 
nity of him, to whom they thought m 
nute Things would be a Trouble; -e hind 
neither the leaſt Things nor the greateſt 
are any Burden or Uneaſineſs to an om- 
ni t and omniſcient Mind, for he 
care of both alike. I come now; 
44h To conſider the divine Provi- 
dence, with enen eee n i | 
particular. 


* 
® 


S 


- Firſ, Thoug Go Philo@phers have 
been led by their miſtaken Notions of 
God, and their Errors. in Philoſophy, to 
deny both a general and a particular Pro- 
vidence, yet others much er Nr 
ter have acknowledged both. 

' And as the general Conſent of all chi- 
lized Nations, in the A t 
of a Deity, hath been always thought to 
be a g Argument for the divine Ex- 
iſtence; ſo the common Practice of Abc 

e 


Of. the divine Providence. 
germ. V. (ame Nations in acknowledging the Pro- 

w—_ yidence of God ought to be eſteemed a 
ſufficient Evidence of an inviſible Power 
ding 50 and rng baman Af- 


The Author af that Book; De And 
commonly aſcribed to Ariftotle, gives this 
Teſtimony of a divine Providence: That 
as a Governor is to a Ship, as a Law to 
2 City, as a General in an Army, fo is 
God in the World; but with this Diffe- 
rence, that they perform their Buſineſs 
not without Labour, Care, and Diffi- 
culty, whereas the divine Providence doth 
diſpoſe of all and every particular Thing 
without the leaſt kind of Trouble. Tully 

. doth acknowledge that the Providence of 
God extends not only to Mankind in 
general, but likewiſe to eve 3 
Perſon; and ſays, The whole World is 
verned by Providence, and not only hu 
man Affairs in . but Iiewite every 
| ar Buſmeſs. 

Seneca, ſpeaking of ſuch as. denied A 
| particular Providence, hath this remark- 
able Paſſage. © There are ſome who 

think ſo well of their own Minds, that they 
Fare able to take care of their own Buſi- 
te neſs, and to provide for other Mens 

0 Affairs likewiſe; and yet are ſo abſurd 
a8 to queſtion, whether this great m 
verſe 


10 
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an inconſiderable 
" PAY Rt Wildom or Counſel, and not 
« left wholly to Chance. And  Hrerockes 
owns, that the Providence. of God doth 
extend. to, (FAIRS And, to pro- 

duce no more Authorities, that the = 
rality of Mankind have believed a divine 
Providence eh g itſelf in all human 
Affairs, appears by their conſtant Practice 
in praying to God upon all Emergencies, 
in ſacrificing. to him, and e 
him; which ſufficiently, evince th 

of a 1 Proy! And were 
not this Practice founded 
Reaſon Truth itſelf, cat. is very im- 
probable the World ſhould , have thus 
generally, e. and, Basen in 


TH 1 8 


Secondly, The Providence of God hath 


manifeſted itſelf in many viſible Effects 
of it, which have appeared i in the World; 
ſuch as the ſignal Deliverances of States, 
and Kingdoms, and Cities, and People from 


imminent Danger and Deſtructionʒ andthe 


remarkable Puniſhment of ſinful and wick - 


rticular Perſons, who have been many 
Inſtances ang Proofs of the divine Provi- 
dence 


ed Nations, as well as impious and profane 


111 


« verſe, whereof then themſelves, abe buit; Ser. V. 
Part be managed by vw 
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. 2 over-ruling ba governing: human 
The ſame e is ns from the 

many Prophecies of future bs hom which 

were contingent, and de nt upon the 
uncertain and fluctuating Wills of Men, 
but have beun fulfilled many Years after 
. were foretold in all the Particulars 
Circumſtances of the Prediction. 

And the many Miracles which have been 
vrought in Confirmation of ſeveral Truths, 
and of the divine Commiſſion and Au- 


* Fate Perſons hay by God. 
ſo many Arguments of the divine 
Power Fer ar Gat in Behalf of Men. 


| Ns Nay there you _ 
any Nation, or People, or ſingle Perſon: 
— from Ruin by a Power more 
than human; if ever any Judgment ſent 
from Heaven hath been viſible on Barth; 
if ever any future Event hath deen uly , 
forctold in. the World; if ever any Mi- 
ETF g 
- ſacred and profane, Pagan, . Jewiſh, and 
Chriſtian, relates to us in Abundance of 
Inſtances, ſo that the Facts are gen 
acknowledged to be true and ungueſtion- 
able: if all or any of theſe Things ever 
came to paſs, we may reſt aſſured that 
l is 4 divine idee oyer the 
SX\ M\ By SUSIE 25 Fan World, | 


TY „ 


> 
/ 3 


Of the divine Providence. 


World, which concerns itſelf and inter- Serm. V. 
a — 


poſes in the Affairs of Men. 


Thirdly, To put the Matter out of all 
Queſtion and Doubt, God hath been 
pleaſed very fully and expreſsly to declare 
to us in his holy Word, that he rules and 
governs the World, and takes care of hu- 
man Affairs, not only i in the general, but 
even of the ſmalleſt Matters that relate to 
us: Thus in general God is ſaid to be 


the moſt High God, Poſſeſſor of Heaven and Gen. xv. 
Earth. He ts Lord e 4 * all that 1s 19. 


in Heaven and in the Earth is his, and the 
Fulneſt thereof. He is Judge of all, and 
 reigneth over all. Mine is the Kingdom, 
'O Lord, and thou art exalted as Head 
above all. All Thi ngs ſerve thee, All An- 
gels, Authorities, IS Powers are ſub- 
ject to him. The moſt High ruleth in the 
' Kingdoms of Men. God is called the 
Profirmis. of Men. He is the God of all 
Fleſh, and of the Spirits of all Fleſh. All 
his living Creatures, — ſmall and great 
Beaſts, and Things creeping innumerable, 
wait an him, that be may give them their | 
Meat in due Seaſon. + What he giveth them 
pe gather ; he openeth his Hand, and they 
are filled with Good : ' When be bideth bis 
Faces they are troubled, when he taketh away - 
their Breath they die, * return to the 1 — 
| G 


* 
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Serm. V. God takes care of the Sons of Men, 
ad regardeth the ſmalleſt Creature on 
Earth. Wherefore St. Peter exhorteth us 
t caſt all our Care upon him, for be caretb 
for us. And our Saviour tells us, that 
God's Providence extends to the leaſt and 
moſt inconſiderable Creatures; to the 
Graſs in the Field, whrch 0 Day its, and 
To-morrow ts caſt into the Oven: To the 
Fowls-of the * and to the leaſt of them, 
even to the Sparrows, wü of aubich are 
fold for a Farthing, and yet 9 one of them 
| 22 de une wither God, uch 
more dath the Providence of God extend 
to Men, which are Creatures far more 
conſiderable; and to the very leaſt Thing 
chat belongs to us, to the very N | 
our Head, which are all numbered. 
It now remains only to make. ſome 
1 Inferences from what hath been ſaid, but 
_ theſe are ſo many, and ſo great, that they 
are too conſiderable to be inſiſted upon at 
this Time: I will mention the Uſe 
the Plalmuſt makes of the Reflection on 
the divine Providence in the Words of 
my Text, and followin 3 | 
thereto the Words of e 
Gakkuk : The Lord reigneth, lat 1 
rejoice, let the Aale the Is be 
glad thereof. Sing we therefore to the Lord 
4 neu Song Let the 8 Saints 


praiſe 


* 


Of the divine Providence. 115 
praiſe bim. Let Iſrael rejoice in him that Serm. V. 
made bim; and let the Children of Ira] Ne 
rejoice in their King. God is the King of 
all the Earth, let us ſing Praiſes with Un- 
derſtanding. The Lord hath Pleaſure in his 
| People. He will for ever help the meet. 
hearted. For bis Delight is in them that 
Jo bim, and put their Truſt in bis Mercy. 
e 1s our Help and Strength, a very preſent 
Hip in Trouble. Therefore will we not fear, 
| though the Earth be moved, and though the 
Hills be carried into the mid F the Sea: 
Though the Waters thereof rage and fell, 
and The Mountains ſhake at the Tempeſt of 
the ſame. And to conclude all in the 
Words of the Prophet Habakkuk : Al- Hab. 11. 
though the Fig-tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither 7. 
ſhall Fruit be in the Vine: Although the La- 
bour of the Olive ſhall fail, and the Fields 
ſhall yield no Meat; although the Flock be 
cut o, from the Fold, and there be no Beaſts 
in the Stalls ; yet will we rejoice in the Lord, 
and will joy in the God of our Salvation. 
Praying 1 in a Collect of our Church: - 

O Almighty and everlaſting God, whoſe 
never-failing Providence ordereth all 
Things both in Heaven and Earth, fo di- 
rect and ſanctify our Hearts and Minds 
in the Knowledge of thy Will, and' in the 
Way of thy Commandments, that both 
now and ever we may ſerve and pleaſe thee, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Amen. 
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Of the Providence of Gov. , 
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PSAL I CIII. 19. 


The Lord E the 
| Mr $a nnn 


repreſent divine and heavenly Thing. 

ſuch Things on . — 

2 Similitude and 4 to them; 

that we may be the better able to con- 

ceive of ſpiritual Things; and that while 

we walk here in this Life by Faith, and 

not by Sight, even in this ale of Miſt _ 

and Obſcurity, we might have ſome im- 
View and diftant Proſpect of that 

celeſtial Paradiſe, where we all at our 


I: is very uſual in holy Scripture to germ VI. 


Journey's End to fit down and be at Reſt. 
And ſuch Repreſentations God is pleaſed . 
CENT WI . 
Fe 45 3 ture 


118 0 the Providence of Gon. 

Serm. VI. ture and Attributes in Condeſcenſion” ts. 
our weak and finite Capacities, which are 
unable t6-apprehend God, as he really is, 
Fi om in e 2855 * all N . 

therefore ve the Reac 
a Complebenfön WE y. Creature; 
elch muſt be finite and Ine by its 

Nature, and conſequently incapable of 

concefing the infinite Exctllenties öf his 

Almighty Creator, much leſs of attaining | 

-Degrees of Perfection. 
And thus holy David in the Text be- 


fore us rep ſents the Lord, as having 
772 fared his 12 in the e but that 


FS leib PP WIL. That is, though 
hty h#th fade thoite of Heaven 
for 7 05 7 5 5 his more immediate Reſi- 


dene and moſt glorious Preſence, WII 
ans e de on his Throne, ſufrountied w wh 
_  Mytiath of 'Sdims and Angels] yet 
Kg dem extendis itſelf  throuffhotit the 
hole Earth as well as the Heavens; and 
he ruléth over the univetfat Syſtem” and 


Natur? al Things): fe 
Sore Philoſophers have denied the Pro- 


© vitktice'of God over the World; und 


iedintainied that all Thi 
an inevitable Fare und Mind N nd Necſe: 


2 
And ſuch was the Opinion of tlie Stoics 
Others entertained fath u Notion of God 


and of his Happineß chat — 9 


: 


Of the Providence of Gov, 


= : 


ſelf, with an ithout himſelf; and 
therefore, 5 [ay — the World was 
made by Chance, ſo they thought it was 
governed by Chance; which was the Opi- 
nion of the Epicureans. Others co 
the Government and Providence of God 
to Heaven, without any Regard to what 
happened here on Earth; but ſome went 
farther, and believed that God might 
concern himſelf with the more important 
Affairs here on Earth, but thought it too 
eat a Diminution of the Dignity and 
Majeſty of God, to trouble himſelf with 
every trifling Matter or little Creature here 
below: But we are taught by the holy 
Pſalmiſt, that though God hath prepared 
bis Throne in the Heavens, yet his Kingdom 
ruleth over. all his Creatures. 
For the ſame infinite Power and Wiſ⸗ 
dom, that made the World and all Things in 
it, can as eaſily rule and govern it; and 
the ſame ab t Goodneſs, which moved 
God at firſt to make ſuch a Multitude and 


and Rep e him 


vaſt Variety of Creatures, both ſmall and 


great, ſtill inclines him to take care of and 

provide for them all; the leaſt and moſt 

inconhiderable of which cannot be ſuppoſed 

to be below his Concern and Notice to 

ſupport and min in that See 
| | 4 


| 420 Of WPrevidmesef Gb. | 
4 Scam. VI. and state ef Being; which he thought it 
| Set Areworthy: his Goodneſs and Wiſdom 
+6 hem at their Creation. So that it 
s ridieulous to imagine any of God's Crea- 
tures below his Notice; and as abſurd it 
18 to believe any or all the Affairs of the 
hole Univerſe a Trouble or Diſturbance 
doo Sod to diſpoſe and govern them. To 
us finite and impotent Creatures 4 Mul- 
tiplicity of Affairs creates an Uneaſineſs, 
eee and Fatigue, but let us not 
| imagine ſo of God; for to him nothin 
36 difficult, nothing troubleſome: An 
therefore let us, without raiſing any Ob- 
jexctions or Scruples to ourſelves, believe 
ä what we are aſſured: of in the Text, that 
the Lord bath Prepared bis Throne in the 
Havens, and his Kingdom ruleth over all. 
In a former Diſcourſe upon the Sub- 
ject of the divine Providence, I have en- 
. 1 ee een 
HH Tan 3) 54 iet nh. S418; 
J. The Providence of God in "general. 
- II. With Reſpect to human Affairs in 
partieular. I ſhall at this Time reſume 
the fame Argument, and again conſider 
ec upon Aae er wok it $ ee 29 
M15 ; SIC; 
1, God governs all Things in ehdl 
ni Things viſible and dei, both 


in Heaven and Earth were at firſt created 
ne. by 


Nees 


Of the Prouideuue S 1a 
f God, and are ſtill andi up- Serm. VI. 
bays Being by. the En e divine Power 
and Influence; and the Nature and Pro- 
perties of all Things in the Univerſe, are 
perfectly known to God, and they all eux—-— 
ert their ſeveral natural Virtues by his 
Known unto Gad are all bis Works fram the Acts xv. 
Beginning to the End, their inmoſt Na- 18. 
tures and Eſſences, and all their ſeveral 
Properties and Perfections: And not only 
known to God are all his Creatures, but 
they are unable to move, act, or hve-with- . 
out him their Creator; as they imme- 
diately derive their ſeveral Virtues and 
Powers from him, ſo he directs and go- 
verns the Effects of all their Motions and 
Actions in the Execution of his wiſe 
Counſels and Purpoſes; sss 
We believe God to be infinite in all his 
Attributes and Perfections. | His infinite 
Goodneſs at firſt inclined him to exert his 
Almighty Power in the Creation of all the 
Beings in the World, according to the 
Dictates of his moſt conſummate Wiſ- 
dom; and by his Immenſity he is 
preſent with all his Creatures in all their 
natural Operations and Functions; and 
He being a Spirit, and always in Life and 
Action, he is not only at all Times pre- 
ſent with his Creatures, but he joins and 
"+ | concurs 


bol every individual Thing, that they may 


| ur Provigdence.of Gon. 
SH. concurs with them in ol their Operas 


tions e 3 
And as — N 
Creatures by them to exert their 
ſeveral Victues and aecording 60 
| the Nature oi each of them; ſo in his in- 
finite Knowledge and Wiſdom he muſt 
n all their natural Abilities and 
and perceive to what Uſes and 
Ends they ſeverally ſerve; and fit and 
e all, ſo as the — unite 
Execution and Per of his 
Will and Pleaſure: - - FOLK 
Ihe natural Notion of God certainly 
that he is a Being infinitely 
Thus the Heathens — him 
— — "urs Vii 
$ en im 
confiſts not only in the 
the ſeveral N — —— Virtues, Proper- 
ties and Perfections, which all Beings 
in general throughout the World are en- 
dued vrith, but chiefly it conſiſts in know- 
— how: to apply Means to Ends, and 
| ently in ſo ordering and diſpoſing 
— of all the Virtues and Powers 


ad ſerve the Ends of his Providence. : 

And though it may be above the Reach 
of any Creature, and ſuperior to any fi- 
nite Mind to be able to comprehend the 
Sul Natures 


| Of the) Providence-of Go p- 
Natures of ſuch n vaſt: 


f Orea- Serm. VI. 


tures. which are in th World, mach wee 


more to make a right Uſe and Application 
of tlie Bffects of l their Pr and 
Qualities . when we conſider an inſi- 
nite Underſtanding and Wiſdom; all "the 
5 vaniſhes, and it ſcems as eaſy 
to an infinite Mind to comprehend the 
Nature ant of innumerable 
Things, as it is to a limited Knowledge 
do underftand the Properties of any ono 
Thing. För infitiite Wiſdom bears the 
ſame Proportion to infinite Things, as'a 
Umited — tots: to à finite 
Number of 95/1 irt 
And as Gd este aa how 
tb direct and order ing to its pro- 
per Ufo and End, fo is he both able and 
ing 6 to do: His Omnipotence ſig- 
niſtes tliat he is able to do whatever he 
, and his infmite Goodntſs i 
that he is diſpoſed to do whatever to his 
infallible Wiſdom. feems beſt. And there- 
fore we may reſt ſeoure and be intirely ſa- 
tisſied, that all the Events in the World 
are ordered by the Guidance and Direction 
of Providence, for the Good of the Whole 
in general, and the Benefit of ſingle 
Perſon unleſs by op rovokes ety, In Ity, 
| —— rov a 
wiſh Has! wo fx 2 
And 


124 Of the Providence Go. 
Sen VI. - And dete if that befals us, all the 
ww Good or! Evit"which h to us, we 
ought to 10 = * NEON" and 
3/ and f whatever 
Means rhe —— or ſuffer 
Bvil, we ſhould believe God the Author 
of it, without whoſe Knowledge and Ap- 
zihtment neither of them comes to us. 
whatever the Events ma 


our heavenly Father is A 


us with good Things for our — 
ment, or puniſh us with evil Things for 


our Correction, he is truly and properly 
the Cauſe of them both, — g__ 
mitting his Creatures to do us 

or Evil, but by interpoſing in the Guid- 
ance and Direction of the Event: Which 
Power of directing the Iſſue and Event of 
Things God keeps in his own Hands, and 
does not commit to the Freedom and 
Choice of his Creatures; ſo that whatever 
their Intentions and Deſigns may be in 
their particular Actions, the Reſult of all, 


whether to the Benefit or Injury of any of 
Ne Creatures, God "ordy' knows' and: do- 
termines, 1&2 ii 
permits all 
to 


0d Almighty ables 434 
his Creatures to act ſeverally ac 

their" Natures, but the Iſſus and . 

their Actions is proper "ilar happen 

Withe'Good or 17870 chat 0 e 


> C7 


„ — 


* 


wy AO 


a 
aw brA 


nts againſt this * founded upon 
rare Notions of God; d6-Jbat 


every trifling Occurrence, which-may hap- 
you to any of his Creatures. | 


Sem VI. But let it be'gonſidered; that Gd can 
ere eafliy take Care of all Things in 
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eral, than we can of any one 1 
9 — . And that the fallen? 
ought not to be : below God's 


Concern and Nctice to take Careof Ae 


ſhould govern ſome — | 


Mat. vi. 


Mat. x. 
29, 30. 


_ the vreateſt 4d: in the World dep 


vinced of God's Ap 
icular Event, he 1 — 


he lets us know, that the very 


vide” for it, 'vchen he thought it not be- 
lo his Wiſdom and Goodneſs to create 
dt. Beſides it is inconceivable how G. | 


Events, without oon BIN Thing 
deſſer Matters, when on 


at of oy 


But . 


us in holy Writ, * ths! D 

dence extends i to the ſmalleſt Thi | 
among us, even to the Cre of the Field 
which to Day is, and To-rworrow is 
into the Oven. And to ſhew us that 
of his Creatures are below his Care, he 
tells us that a Sparrow, two of which are fold 
for a Farthing, ſhall not fall on the Ground 
beter our Father. And further, to de- 


monſtrate to us how much our Welfare 


and Proſperity is tendred by the hty, 
Hayrs of 
our Head are all numbered. Such is God's 
OT TI Cn 1 


roceed, 
2dh, 


o * 0 © 
et 
x 


of the, Providence of Gb. * 
24% To prove that God gonerms this Sem vl. 
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World, and human Affairs in particu- — 

N N | 4 | N 7 2 - l 
FX 5 N. 4 
dd * „ #4 p 


75 10 191 4 4 . 
„, God es over, and governs the 


iy obſerve the Laws of Motion, 
— 1 upon them by the 
ſupreme Lord of the Univerſe, and con- 
duce their genuine Effects by his Pπer. 
enabling them, and actuating and inwij-—- :A 
gorating their ſeveral Operations. For 4 
as without the Concurrence and Aſſiſtance 
of the urſt Cauſe all ſecondary and ſubor- 
ſo by the Guidance and Direction of the 
| eee their Effects are ordered 
appOl 1 * eee | 49241 
en Almighty not only at firſt pre- 
and put them iti Motion, and determined 
the Feriods of their Revolutions, where 
they performtheir ſeveralCourſes; | 
Put he ſtill continues them in their Motion, 
and directs their Powers and Effests, 1b 
proceed from him, and he varies and 
changes the Times and Seaſons, as it 
ſeemeth beſt to his divine Wiſdom. 1 


— 
SAC 


#4 * 


by z 


* 
„ 0 


IIS. 


: 1286 5 
Seem VL is frequently aſſerted in ho 


E "And n all inknate Natare N 
Hi io un ES 


Of raseh, Go? | 
— 5 


it's — and common Effects; ſo, 
whenever he t alters the Courſe 
of) A — ds it's Influences, 
changes its Bis . Thus God ome 

Chr. vii. times — khorari t it ſhall not rain. 
yy . At ee Time he calls to the Clouds 


| Jer. v. 24. that Abundance of Rain cover the 


Earth. He giveth Rain, bot the 
and pee, e e ; 5 reſerveth un- 
to us be appointe Weeks ' Harveft. 
From whence it is manifeſt, that God 
= verns and directs material and = 
[ Cauſes 1 in the Production of their Eff 
And indeed theſe are the Means he 
ently makes uſe of to reward or pu- 
Groot A gents in this Life accor ng 
| — their Deſerts. And theſe natural Cauſes, * 
| ſuch as Fire and Water, Wind and Wea- 
ther, a wholſome or tial Air, have 
ſuch an Influence over the Affairs of Man- 
kind _— World, that we muſt con- 
ſtantly live in t Dan and Fear, un- 
leſs theſe CR es the Government 
of Providence; and Mankind could not 
be preſerved and governed, did not God 
r over- rule theſe natural Cauſes. 


is brings me, th 


: * Ox. moral Cauſes, fuoh as 
0 al rational Beings ard DD bits 


. endued with Liberty 


git Dore. | 
To conſider Gods 


But to govern and over- rule Creatures 


. 
and who have a Power of choo what 

19 0 they n . 
uch a Difficulty, if not an mpolſlibility; - 
that ſome, 1 to rational: 
ſuch a Freedom of Will, which all 
Morality . 
follows, that there is no Diſtinction nor 


14 


Difference between Good and Evil, Var» + 
85 85 85 Vice; and 


quently: no Rea- 
Rewards and either in 
in "this:Warld or the nent. ess 
Hut to avoid theſe Abſurdities, othets 
hate affimed, that God either cannot, 


hot, or does not govern the n 


uncertain Actions f moral Agents; which 


is putting the Government of the World: 


out of his Power. For it is certain, fre- 
Agents and moral Cauſes have al greaʒt 
Power and Influence over material and 
and necęſſary Cauſes, and conſeq 


eds; And therefore if 1 


Wand. he puſt-alſo.rule free Agents. 
jet ie Be. conidered;, OL 


0 raden Beings, and Mankind 
N K ©, among 


e 
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a 2 Share in the Production wo of "2 
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Wo 
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A all eur Ae 1 
God, and the Effect 


NS 


by 1 


Of the Providence if Goh 


| Sem. VL among the reſt, and made them all free 


>> Creatures, with 2 Power of Ans tber 
and Choice in their Actions, it 


1s 32 abſurd to ſuppoſe, that he ſhould 
any Being ſuperior to himſelf in 
or endued with an ungovern- 
Power. And however 5 uf 
Perfection and Prerogative it may 

any Creature to be a free Agent, 


is {till dependent ere 


all the Uſe of his free Will, God fore- 


knows how he will chooſe to act, and can 


over-rule and govern the iſſue and Event 


of all his Actions. So that however va- 
luable a Perfection it is to act freely and 
voluntarily in what we do, as indeed it 
7a cur greateſt — — 
conferred upon 


— 


them 
directed to ſuch Ends, as he in his in- 
1 Pet RY 


s Mankind not only 
1 — — 
their Nature, ſometimes 2 
ing their Affections and Pa 
n , and any by or- 
ering and directing — 
. 


= 


us; n , 


Probable of — ? And "re pe they 


Mi be of which makes them 


dE Fr ws ew IIQO WH 3 to for yy @ 


EIS 


we ee yas" Bop na 


Wo — ing their Liberty and Free» 


will: For — _ ſudden Impreſſions 


| ry Men? How are their 
1 by diffe- 


their I 


_ and eto whiletheyare under 
a Miſcarriage? The 


figns., We ſee Men ©: Se the ra 


or calm the Paſſions of ane anather, 


pleaſes to concern himſelf in any Caſe. 
And thus he is 1 in holy Scrip- 
ture ſaid to do; as Soma aſſures us in 
many Places of the Proyerbs : The King's 


Heart, ſay: he, is in tbe Hand of the Lord, * . 


41 the Rivers of Waters be turneth it h- 
K 2 ber- 


%. 


132 Of the Providence of Go. 
Serm. VI. therſoever he will. A Man's Heart debiſetß 
| a bis Ways,” but the Lord directetb his Now: 
9. Men may form to themſelves many De- 
ſigns, and enter upon many Projects, but 
they are able to perform nothing but 
| what God pleaſes ; for as it is expreſſed; 
_ rov. Xi. There are many Devices in a Man's Heart, 
= nevertheleſs the Counſel of the Toru that 
Hall and. And many Inſtances! of this 
are recorded in holy Writ, as Laban, and 
Eſau, and David, and ſeveral others. 
2a God governs the Actions of Ven by 
directing them to their proper Ends, and in 
the Productionof their Effects, ſuch only as 
he is pleaſed to predetermine and appoint; 
ſo that whatever Men may propoſe” and 
intend to do, will not be done, unleſs it 
de God's Will and Pleaſure. For — 
Deſigns of Men ſhall then only be accom- 
vliſhed, when they are conſiſtent with, 
and ſubſervient to the divine Deerees. 
Sometimes Men may intend much Evil 
and Miſchief in what th do, but the in- 
| viſible Power of God blaſts their Deſigns, 
Pfal. xxi. ſo that according to the Pſalmiſt, When 
n ftbey intend Evil, and imagine a miſchievous 
Device, they are not able to perform it. 
ere the Miſchief they aim at is 
| themſelves, as it is obſerved, 
bl "PRs The Heathen are ſunk down in the Pit that 


ld: 9 made; in the * which they _ 
ther 
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Of the Providence of Gov. 
their: own Foot taten. The Lord is known by 


the Fudgment which he executeth :ithe Wicked VV Y 


is' fſnared in the Work of his own Hands. 
At other Times the Evil they intended 
againſt others is not only brought upon 


themſelves, but is the Occafion of much 


Good to thoſe other Perſons ; a remark- 
able Inſtance of which we have in the 
Deſtruction of wicked Haman, and the 
Preſervation of Mordecai and the Few 
Nation. + A? ave 
And the Story of Joſeph teaches us how 
the Providence of accompliſhes his 
Counſels by the Actions of Men, when 


the are perfectly ignorant of the Matter, 
2 


t | 
directly oppoſite and 
contrary to-1t. I 


Men indeed act freely in what they do, 
and they act wiſely too, when they make 


uſe of ſuch Means as are generally obſerved 


to produce ſuch an Effect; but their Miſ- 
take lies here, that they do not conſider, 
that by the divme Providence Means are 
fitted to Ends, and that it is God alone 
that directs the Iſſue of their Actions: So 


that the Influence of them, and all the 


Events conſequent upon them, are diſ- 
poſed and ordered by him. We finite 
Creatures, though capable of acting as 
— 18 are under the Government of 

s Providence; * all our Actions 


134 Of the Providence of GoD. - 
erm. V. are fubſcrvient to his Purpoſes; He alone 
——— es of the Event of them; and the 
| uence of all that we do, with re- 
| to the World about us, is appointed 
by him. So that all that we do is under 
the Direction of God, and guided by him 
to it's End. And herein conſiſts God's 
Government of Mankind, that though 
their Actions are free, the ey perform them | 
by God's Adlitance, and he direct; them to 
their Ends. 
3dly, God governs all caſual and acci- 
dental Cauſes, ſuch as we call Chance or 
Fortune; when Things happen, we know 
not how, and can give no Account of the 
e N ot that Chance or Fortune 
is any real Thing, but it o ſignifies our 
Ignorance, of the Cauſe by an Effect, 
and ſurprizing to us, is pro- 
duc nor muſt it be ſu „when 
we ſay an Event happened by Chance, 
that if tees e withoat a true and 
adequate Cauſe, but only that we know 
| 20 i came to' pals, and are unable 
to account for it. mn 
Now that God overns all ſuch acci- 
dental Events, is both very reaſonable to 
believe, and aſſerted in many Places of | 
holy Scripture. For if it be reaſonable to 
believe, that God governs the World at 
all, the ſame Reaſon ata” 
| | | X 


* 7 4 5 
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ee 


that he governs theſe accidental Cauſes ; Serm VI. 


becauſe we know no other 


do this but God. And it is very 


and viſible what Effects. theſe fortuitous 
Cauſes have in the World; and what In- 
fluence they have over the Lives and For- 
tunes of Men; what ſudden Turns they 
give to the Aſfairs of private Families, 
and publick Societies; how much the 
Fate of whole Nations and Kingdoms de- 
pend upon them. And therefore, unleſs 
| God has the abſolute Government of 
theſe Accidents, it is impoſſible he ſhould 
govern other Things : And therefore we 
muſt believe that God governs all Events, 
however caſual and accidental, and what 
may appear to us little and inſignificant, 
as well as the greateſt and moſt important 

Affairs in the World. 
And thus the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of 
God obliges us to think that he governs 
all Accidents. For how can his Creatures 
at any Time be ſecure from Evil and in- 
finite Miſchiefs, which may happen to 
them every Moment of their Lives, did 
not the good Providence of God preſide 
over us and protect us? Without which 
where would be the Reaſon of our Faith, 
and Hope, and Truſt in God? But for 
our Satisfaction and Quiet, our Content 
W ones, God hath been pleaſed to 
K 4 _  aflure 


Being able to 


* 
: 
{ 
: 
. 
ö 
j 
| 
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| Prov. vi. qgfpje tif _ 
55” che accidental Miſchief, we are all of us 
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ie he rules and died every 


the moſt accidental Event. What can be 
more accidental than a Lot? Vet Solomon 
tells us, "the Lot is caſt into the Lap; but the 
ng thereof isof the Lord. And that 


continually expoſed to, is in the Hands of 
God, we may infer from theſe Words of 
Moſes." Whoſe kulleth his Neighbour igno- 
Deut. xix. untiy, whom be hated not in Time paſt; "as 
5 when'he goeth into the Wood with bis Neigh- 
bour. to ow Mood, and his Hand fetches: a 
Stroke' with the Ax to cut down the Tree, 
and the Head flippeth from the' Helve, and 
 bighteth luis Neigbour, that be die: In 
this Caſe God is ſaid 70 _— — en 
Exod, xxi Jon willed. into the other's Hands.” £1] 
13- And the Scripture affords us Vicious 
Examples of Perſons, whom God hath 
been pleaſed CP y to preſerve, or 
ſignally to puniſh e moſt ſurprizin 
r and Bente : As Joſepb, a — 
Moſes; and Abab, and Haman; whoſe 
Stories are recorded in holy Writ for our 
Comfort, and Example, and en 
; tion. WI 
And the Providence of God hath Yah 
1 remarkable, not only in the Safety 
Deliverance of ſin ho” righteous Per- 
ſons from imminent Danger and De- 


1 but more . 
tection - 


| Of the Providence of Gon, 
tection: and Defence of religious States Serm. VI. 


Truth, from the Plots and Conſp 


IFACIES, 


Rebellions and Wars that have been raiſed 


againſt them. And we have great Rea- 
ſon to believe, that Nations and Empires 


are more peculiarly under God's Care and 
Government, and that his Direction of 


human Affairs firſt and principally re- 
gards the moſt important and conſiderable 


Objects of his Providence, which are pub- 
lick Communities and Societies, great 
States and Kingdoms. For if the ſmalleſt 


Matters are not below God's Notice, to 


be ſure he concerns himſelf about the 


hieb, . 0 wht 2 „ „ l e 
When therefore the Iſſue and Event of 


and Diſpoſal, the great Changes and Re- 
volutions in Kingdoms are more 7 
ally in his Hands; and therefore Daniel 


all Things is under. God's Government 


ſays, He removeth Kings: and ſerteth up Dan. 1 
Kings. And we read in the Book . 
Proverbe, The. King's Heart is in the Hand p,,, ..; 


of the Lord, as the Rivers of Waters. be 


turneth it He he will. And 
herein; God's Rig 

his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, his Juſtice 
and Mercy, are moſt evident and illu- 
ſtrious, N and obſervable to all 
the World; 


erein he makes the fulleſt 
Mani- | 


teouſneſs and Power, 


138 


; Of the Providence of Go p. 


Sem VI. Manifeſtation of his Glory, and moſt 
deny demonſtrates, that his Kingdom 


\ Tim. vi. 
15, 16. 


dee over all. 
As therefore the G of God's rights- 
enſign: 6oknd n in the Fate 
and' Fortune of Kings and their Kin 
doms; ſo we may reaſonably conclude h 
concerns and intereſts himſelf in 
all the great Events which befal them, 
for the Honour and Glory of his great 
Name. 
To declare his Ri chtcouſnels to the 
Sons of Men, hath ever been the End 
and Deſign of God in all his Works of 
| Providence, whether of Merey or of Judg- 
ment. This was the great End of our 
Creation, and eſpecially of our Re- 
—— hw — wok cone +. 
1 Diſcovery an f 
BD divine — And 4 — are 
reaſonable Creatures, it is our DK 
take Notice of all the great Events of the 
divine Providence, and to render unto 
the Lord the Glory due unto his Name 
in all his Diſpenſations; Mo is the bleſſed 
aud only Potentate, the King of 5 
and Lords of Lords ; . 900 I. 
N W + in the Lie which n 
Man can unto ;- whom no Man 


. bath ſeen, TE] To whom be Ho- 


OE SL ee Amen. 
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Eccz. III. 3 
He hath made every Thing beautiful in bis 
Time: Alſo be hath ſet the World in 
their Heart, ſo that no Man can find out 
- tbe Work that God maketh, 5 
e Cap | 


JN the Begin ofthis Chaper, the Serm. 


wiſe Preacher, Solomon, obſerves, 


that to every thing there is a Seaſon, and 


a Time to every Purpoſe under the Heuuen; 
and after an Enumeration of the Times 
and Seaſons fit and proper for ſeveral 
Things, he takes Notice in the Words of 
my Text, that He, vis. God, bath made 
every Thing beautiful in bis Ti ime ; and this 
Beauty is evident and conſpicuous in the 
World, in the Frame 1 
_ Or 


. Of the Beauty of Gop's Works. 
E. Order and Regularity of it; in the wiſe 
Formation and Diſpoſition of all Thin 
. ting them to their ſeveral Uſes 
and Ends; in God's Appointment of their 
Effects and Events, either Good or Evil, 
Natural or Moral; and this he hath diſ- 0 
covered and laid open before Men, to be 5 
taken Notice of and regarded, CR 
and contemplated by them: But 8 | 
is ſuch infinite Realon, Counſel, idem, F 
and Goodneſs in all the divine Operations, 
that after all theirInquiries and Reſearches, 
all their Study and Diſquiſitions, no Man 
cas out the Work that God maketh LIT | 
ephnning to the End. 
11 un upon the Text, 1 beg i 
NI ö. 
J. Prove that God hath appointed: 0 
Thing its due Time and Seaſon. 
II. I ſhall obſerve that he hath made 
every Thing beautiful in his Time. 
III. I ſhall ſhe the Duty Mankind 
le under to obſerve and confider, ſtudy 
and meditate upon the Beauty, and Good - 
neſs, and Excellency of God's Works, os 
of Creation and Providence. 15 
IV. I ſhall take Notice, that though 
we are obliged to regard and contemplate 
the Operations of God's Hands, and to 
think und reflect upon the Ways and Me- 


; 4 a” his need yet we - muſt 
| not 


| Of the Beauly of Gon Works: 
not expect 
derſtand the N ature of God's Work, nor 
ean we 
and e his ene e ate 
— 8 "W 


200. I ſhall. prove that | God hath ap- 
= F 
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If we conſider God Almighty as an-in- 
telligent and rational Being, it is evident, 
that as he created all Things in the 
| ary, ſo when he gave them their ſeve 
eings, he perfectly knew the Natwes 

and Properties of all Things, their, Re- 
lations and Proportions to one another, 
with. their mutual ' Connexions and De- 
pendencies, the Tendencies, Operations, 


and Effects of all Things upon one ano- 


ther; and alſothe Thoughts and Intentions, 


Deſigns and Actions of allrationaland free - 


Agents were foreknown to God before he 


| " 
fully to comprehend and un- * 


ate and find out all the Ends a 


created them. For, according to St. James, Ads ar. 


Nuoum unto God are all his Vorte, from 18. 


the ve ws. i of the World. So that all 


Things, and the Qualities and Effects of 


all Things, — reſent to the divine 
Mind and Intellect by their Ideas, and 
lay naked and open to God's View and 
Inſpection, before they had any real and 
aftual Exiſtence, Therefore before _ 
ma 
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r Beauty of GD Works. 
made the World he foreſaw every Thing 
that ſhould come to paſs in it, and had 
the whole Scheme and Plan of his Crea- 
tion and Providence formed and pro- 


jected in his Mind, which after the Coun- 


ſel of his own Will he purpoſed to exe- 
cute in his own good Time: And from 
hence it follows that all Cauſes and their 
Effects, all Creatures, inanimate and ani- 
mate, irrational and rational, and all their 
Operations and Actions, were foreknown 
to God before their Formation; and that 
when he was pleaſed to create them, he 
predetermined and predeſtinated the Iſſue 
and Event of all their Motions and 


Actions: 80 that all Things ſhould be 


ſuhject and ſuhſervient to his Will and 
Pleaſure, and in the End tend to the ſet- 
advancing his Majeſty and 
dan aa God wee wlealatin this init 


| Wiſdom and Goodneſsto makean innumer- 


able Multitude and an unſearchable Vari. 


of Creatures, and to endow them all wi 


their ſeveral Powers and Faculties; ſo 


were the Creatures themſelves more per- 


ect and excellent ſome than others; 


though all of them, according to their 


different Natures and Kinds, and as they 
_ at firſt formed by God, were very 


And 


Of the Beauty of Go Works. = 

and conformable to their 

Ideas in the divine Mind and Intellect; 
but they were all qualified and made fit 
and proper to the ſeveral Ends and Pur- 
poſes God originally deſigned them for. 


| ing | 
ining their own Actions; which 


however free and v were from the 
inning all foreknown to God, and the 
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And in this vaſt Multitude and Variety of 


Iſſue Reſult; the Event and Conſe- 


uences of them, were foreſeen and pre- 
mined by him. For after the full 
Uſe of their . Ee Freedom of act- 
ing God foreſaw which way theſe Agents 
vould chooſe to act, and accordingly con- 


trived and deſigned the Work of his Crea- 
tion and Providence over the World, and 


ordained and pre- diſ poſed all the Events, 
that ſnould ever come to paſs in it. 


But now, though all Creatures and | 


Things, and the Operations and Effects, 
the Events and Conſequences of them all 
were preſent and perfectly known to God 
before their Formation and actual Exiſt- 
ence; yet when God reſolved upon and 


under- 


— 


Reel, i true, To every 


Of the Beauty of Got Mel 
Berth. — the Creation, he intended that 
—— ſhould be performed, per- 
compleuted — its due and 
roper Time and "0% ſo that So/omon's 
—— and Obſervation is very juſt — 
— there i @ Seaſon, and 
4 Time to every Purpoſe unden Heaven. For 
though in reſpect to God's infinite Pre- 
ſeience, all Times and Places, all Perſons 
and Things, are for ever preſent; and the 
Time preſent, paſt, and future, in Com- 
pariſon with his Eternity, is the ſame z 
t in to us, and all other finite 
beings 7 ime hath its Meaſures and cer- 
ivds, and may be calculated and 


„ e ings come to 
me, and there is a fit and proper 
at yy dun; 


"Theſe fit Times and Seaſons God fore- | 
knew from all Eternity z and when. it 
eaſed him in his Time to begin the 
| tion, he took Time in the a- 
tion ove IS hing, and in his wiſe Pro- 
vidence Government of the World, 
all Things are begun and tranſacted. in 
Time, and the due Time for every 'Thing 
is that which God hath pre-ordained from, 
all Eternity, 
Wherefore all Things viſible and invi- 
ſible have their Times and Seaſons ap- 


pointed by God, and in their ſeveral Mo- 
tions 


* 
as o 
- 


de, Bun of Gon't Work: 
tions in 

Offices of Life 

divine Coun 


ife, they execute and fulfil the "vu 


bh 


all 'Things, every will appear 
have been beautiful | Thing Time 1 


Aghtedneſo we cannot fee, and de- 
— r the Reaſon for every 


lads th, and its appointed Time, But this 


ad 
E18 beautidal in its Time. 


ow in general will appear 

manifeſt from the true Notion and Ap- 

| dowy ure we t to entertain of God. 
the moſt intelligent, 


ſo iu he the had ind pry Sms 
conceive, poſſeſſing and enjoying the moſt - 


pure and perfect, conſummate, univerſal, 
and abſolute Reaſon, which conſtitutes 
his true Nature and Eſſence. And as 


— to its Nature; ſo God Almighty 
always acts moſt rationally, or in the 
ſtricteſt Conformity to the Nature and 


Reaſon of Perſons and Things, which is 


the Foundation of all Truth and Virtue, 


L of 


their Alon, Funtionvand VI. Vu. 


and Decrees, which God 
hath eſtabliſhed from all Eternity: And 
in the Concluſion = Conſummation — 


2 through our Ignorance and 


To obſerve, that God-hath made 
plain and 


eing loves and delights to act ac- 
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„ of the * of Gov's Works: 
_— undertook the Creation, he intended chat 
2 Thing ſhould be performed, per 
fected, and — in its due — 
jou Time and Place; ſo that Solomon's 
mark and Obſervation is: very juſt and 
Feel. ii. true, To every Thing tbere it a Seaſon; and. 
b. a Time to every Purpoſe unden Heaven. For 
though in reſpect. to God's infinite Pre- 
ſcience, all Times and Places, all Perſons 
and Things, are for ever preſent; and the 
Time p at, paſt, and future, in Com- 
pariſon with his Eternity, is the ſame; 
Lint to us, and all other finite 
| „Time hath its Meaſures and cer- 
tain Periods 2 — calculated and 
eo 3 T come to ; 
fn Pim, and ther i + be and proper 
Seaſon for every T 
Theſe fit Times an Seaſons God fore- of 
knew: from all Eternity; and when it 
him in his Time to begin the 
Creation, he took Time in the Forma- 
tion of ev my Thing, and in his wiſe Pro- 
vidence and Government of the World, 
all Things are begun and tranſacted in 
Time, and the due Time for ever ry Thing 
js that which God hath pre-ondained fn from 
3 | all Eternity. 1 
Wyöberefore all Things viſible and invi- 
| ſible have their Times and Seaſons ap- 


Pong by God, and in their ſeveral Mo- 
tions | 


+ v 1 . . b 
TIS . 
1 
- 


bee Bron of Goth Mikes 


' tions and Operations, Periods and Revo- Plies! 
lutions, in all their Actions, Functions and VU. 
Offices of Life, they execute and fulſil te 


divine Counſels and Decrees, which God 
hath eſtabliſhed from all Eternity: And 
in the Concluſion Cars — — 
all Things, e will appear 
have been begutiful in it's Time; though 
at preſent, through our ignorance and 
Short-ſightedneſs we cannot fee, and ac- 
— and aſſign the Reaſon for every 
ü 1 ee BTR Tame. I 


ry: To 4 oblerve, that God hath made 
every Thing in its Wan 
ITchis in general will 1 5 
manifeſt from the true N otion and Ap- 
7 ion we ought to entertain of God. 
ſo is he the er _ 
conceive, poſſeſſing and enjo moſt - 
pure and perfect, conſum 9 — univerſal, 
and abſolute Reaſon, which conſtitutes 
his true Nature and Eſſence. And as 
every Being loves and delights to act acC- 
cording to its Nature; ſo God Almighty 
. always acts moſt rationally, or in the 
frrigkeſ Conformity to the Nature and 
Reaſon of Perſons and Things, which is 
the Foundation of all Truth and ow 
L of . 


Pork 1 GOD s Wark. 


hom. - _of all Goodneſs and Beauty, both- * a 


ral and moral. n 


* hended the Nature and Pro "il 


Things by their Ideas, and dads ab- 
ſolute Goodneſs, Excellency, and. Beauty 
in themſelves, with their reſpective Pro- 
portion and Congruity, Comelineſs, Sym- 
e and Harmony, by comparing 
them 6-with one another; ſo at the Crea- 
tion, when he was pleaſed to confer on all 
Things their ſeveral Beings and peculiar 
Natures, he made them all in Conformity 
to that beautiful Model, which he had 
formed of them in his Mind by their 
Ideas; and rules and governs them by 
his good Providence, according to the Laws 
and Reaſons W from their Motions 
and Operations, Effects and Influences 
upon each other. This we ſhall eaſily be 
induced to believe, if we conſider the 
Wiſdom, and Power, and Goodneſs of 
God, which ſo admirably appear in 4 
Works of this viſible Creation. 
As God by his infallible Knowledge 
comprehended the true Natures and full 
Powers of all Things; ſo by his infinite 
Wiſdom he knew how to fit and adapt 
their Powers to the ſeveral Ends and Pur- 
poſes he deſigned them for, when he at 
firſt gave them Being ; wherein Wiſdom 


* 8. And that God hath thus * 
an 


| Of the Beauty f Golds Wark. 
and ſuited Things to one another, ap- 
Pears from their final Cauſes, by Which 
their original Uſes and Intentions are 
clearly diſcovered and ſeen. 
And then if we take into our Conſide- 
ration the Omnipotence of God, which 
no other Power can withſtand or reſiſt, 
to which nothing is impoſſible, nothing 
difficult, we may be ſure, that whatever 
he in his Wiſdom approved of and di- 
rected to be done, by his Almighty Power 
he could immediately effect it; and from 
this Conſideration it plainly appears, that 


Se 
VII. 


God was fully able to accompliſh all his 


and Deſigns. | + 

And if to all this we join the infinite 
Goodneſs of God, which inclines and diſ- 
poſes him to be beneficent and bountiful, 


whenever he in Reaſon thinks proper and 


convenient; from the Conſideration of all 
this, taken together, we may undoubtedly 
come to this general Concluſion, that God 


hath made every Thing beautiful in his 


Time 


Za T ſhall now ſheiv the Duty Man- 


kind he under to obſerve and conſider, 
ſtudy and meditate upon . the Beauty, 
Goodneſs, and Excellence of God's Works, 
both' of Creation and Providence, 


L2 i 


_ h uin 


II. | 1 
ö 3 — of gur Being, and e 
Powers and Faculties he hath been pleaſed 
8 to endowrus with, we carmot but think 
_. ourſelves obliged in and Oratitude 
| to make a right Uſe u cation of 
_ the Gifts and Favours God ath 'out of 
his" infinite- Goodheſs and K indnéſs be- 
ſtowed upon us. For what Reaſdndo we | 
think were we honoured and 5 
with ſuch noble and excellent Endoõw—- 
ments? Why were we ſo highly favoured, | 
and diſtingurſhed above all the Creatures 
of this viſible World, with ſueh 
Capacities and Abilities, as Und 0 
ing, and Reaſon, and Judgment, and Free- 
Agency? In a word, Why were we made 
the Top and Perfoction of God's Creation 
here on Earth, unleſs he parti in- 
terided and d 4 us for the moſt emi 
nent and beft-/ 
And hat better geri can we been 
in, than the Honour and Praiſe af God 
for all his Benefits and Bleſſings conferred 
upon us? Than in a and adoring 
his glorious Majeſty, diſplayed ad dle | 
_ ſtrated in all his wondrous Work? 
This Buſineſs and B — 
originally deſigned for by God at our 
Creation; and it is 85 Duty of every 0 
2 OR 


ourſelves Time to * 7 
ourſelves, and the Aw- 


and Service? 


-*  . Of the Rang e Gov't Wars) * 149 | 
of us to regard the 


of God 'r Serm. | 
- - Hands and to obſerve the Excellency and , 
 Reavuty.of them, acobeding -to our” Can. 25 
city and Opp. : For.the Heavens Palm | 
. - " declare;the Glory. of and the. Firma» x * 
' ment ſheweth bis E. Here is a 


ſenſible Demonſtration of the Wiſdom, 

and Power, and Goodneſs of God, ob- 

22 the Eyes of every one; for Whick 

| cht to render unto him our moſt 

— and hearty Thanks and Praiſe, 

worſhipping, ſerving and obeying him all | 
8 der Lues. 

f But this Inſtance of Duty ſome have 
more Time and Ability 932 | 
others, by confidering, g. and me- 
ditating upon the Statelinels and-Magni- 
ficence, 8 — Order, and 
the — and the Multitude of = 
rious Creatures here on Earth, fo curi- 
——— a 

contri em and 

adorned. 


And by d contem God 8 
Works ws andy orm in 2. tae +. _ 
Notions of his divine Nature and Attri- 
butes. For as St. Paul affirms, the invi- 
fle Things of bim from the Creation 9 the Ad l. 20. 
Morld are clearly ſeen, being underflood by 
the Things that are made, even bis eternal 
1 and Godhead, And this Argu- 
L 3 | ment 
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a Baan) 7 Gov's' mri. 
ment and Proof of the Being and Attri- 
butes of God is eaſily underſtood by a 


8 ne Obſervation an Experience. For 


rere ſle's A tey 4 in his Epiſtle to 
ebrews, is very obvious, clear, and 


| — —. which js thi, Every Houſe ts 


. builded"by fome Man, but be that buil al 


Er God. 


But we -ought oo conſider God; nor 
only as our Creator, and the ori a 
Cauſe and Author of all Things, but as 
our continual Preſerver and Governor, 
by whom the whole World is ſuſtained 
and upheld, who takes care and provides 
for all his Creatures, and in whom te live 


and move, and have our Being. And when 


we obſerve the Laws of Motion, by which 
inanimate Bodies move and act upon one 
another; and the Impulſes and Inſtincts 
by which animate and ſenſitive Creatures 


live and breathe; we cannot but admire 


the beautiful Order and Diſpoſition of the 
heavenly Bodies, the Viciſſitudes of Day 


and Night, Summer and Winter, and 


the conſtant and regular Returns of the 
Seaſons, with the Fruits and Productions 


of the Earth, and the Growth and In- 


creaſe of Animals. And moreover, if we 
take Notice of God's Government of ra- 
tional and free Agents, and his Admini- 


ſtration of all human Affairs, the general 


Courſe 


Of ile Beauty of Gov'fWarks.). 
Courſe of Things argues the Wiſdom and Serm. 


Prudence of God in their Diſpoſal and 
Appointment. Thus we experience Suc- 


_ cels and Proſperity to be the uſual. Conſe- 


qu ence of . Virtue and Induſtry, and Miſ- 


A1 


VII. 


- 


rtunes and Miſery. the 3 of 


Vice and Prodigality. Thus we ſee So- 
ciety and Government maintained and 


2 ppofted, and Anarchy and Rebellion 


— reſſed and defeated. And as God 
made Mankind rational and free 
— ſo he rules and governs them by 
juſt and righteous Laws, 7 them 


the Uſe — Exerciſe of eir berty and | 


Freedom of Will, but A . di- 
recting the Event of all their Actions. 
And as God hath endowed Mankind with 


Underſtanding and Free-Agency, and 


hath given them moſt excellent Laws and 
Precepts for the good Government of 
their Lives and Actions; ſo he generally 
favours and proſpers the Good and Vir- 
tuous, both as private Perſons, and as 
joined together i 15 ublick Communities. 


But moſt eſpecially God's wiſe and righte- 


ous Government of Mankind, and of all 


human Affairs in general, is to be ob- 


ſerved in the Fate and Fortune, Eſta- 
bliſhment or . Subverſion of States and 


Kingdoms, according to the Wiſdom and 


een Juſtice and Virtue of their Go- 
L 4 vernors; 
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derm. ; vergors 1 or according to. the Vices, and 
, Wickednchs, and Imßtudence, they are 


2 N God's Honour and Glory 


Is here more eſpëcially concerned; the 


Helmeß and Wiſdom of ib Adminiftra- 


. 


tion and Government are more viſibly 


Aud ptiblickly diſplayed in the Welfare or | 
Ruin bf, whole Nations, than of ſingle 
.Perlons, * But this brings m, 
A4, To take Notice, that though we 
are obliged to regard and contemplate the 
Operations of God's Hands, and to think 
and reflect upon the Ways and Method 
of his Proceedings; yet we muſt not ex- 
pect fully to comprehend and underſtand 
the Nature of God's Works; nor can we 
penetrate into and find out all the Ends 

G > Deſigns of his Doings from firſt to 
I The Nature and Eſſence of Almighty 
God 1s incomprehenſible, and all his At- 
tributes are infinite, and therefore we are 
unable fully to perceive and underſtand 
them with our finite and narrow Powers 
and Capacities: We neither know the 
Manner of God's Exiſtence, nor how he 
acts, though we certainly know he does 
exiſt, and plainly ſe the Effects oh 


f 


% 


* hs * 
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5 —— Cs 83% 
So likewiſe God's.Sov ereignty Serth. 5 


his Government and Di- II. * 
an af. K Tang, a Heng dur Cen. . 


— 2 1 2 | 
2 all his Proceedings; but yet we are . | 
aſſured by the royal Pſalmiſt, That bis Pati. II 
King don, ruth ower all; and that the Lord 5 1. 0 
Ii, righteous in all his Ways, and boly in all 
Bi, Mort. Though when we conſider, 
and would dive into the Reaſons of his 
Counſels and EEE 4 
help crying out the great Apoſtle St. Rom. ai. 
Paul, O the Depth bf the Ricbes both of the 35* · 
_ Wiſdom and Knowledge of Gad, How u-. 
3 ſearchable are his Judgments, am his Ways " 


*Weknow God conforms all his Actions 
and Proceedings to the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things, at all Times and in all 

— but in Caſes, through” our 
| Ignorance and Blindnefs we cannot ſee the 
—— and Reaſonableneſs of his 
0 rations; and conſequently are impro-— 
Pr incompetent — God's Pro- 
— Though where and when we 
ectly know all the Circumſtances of 
the e, what plainl to us-to 
be true and righteous appears fo to God, 
and to all other rational Beings whatever, 
But then how apt are we to miſtake in 
the plaineſt Matters? How do we err in 
our Opinions and Judgments about the 
common 
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135 „ of 3 Gob's Works: * 
Fs 2 e e And there- 
rene wwe are fully perſuaded that 

WY God.is trus and righteous; N | 
and dees always. hat is right, we muſt. . 
be very cantious and careful how we de- 
. ? iy termine about his Admimiſtrations, and 

iſittet up ourſelves to be ent Judges 
=. and Cenjors. of his Providence, not only 
. 8 and ordinary Occurrences, but 
in extraordinary and miraculous Effects. 
For as we know not all the Powers and 
Qualities of natural Cauſes, and as there are 
Multitudes of inviſible. Spirits both good 
and evil, whom God may either com- 
miſſion or permit to work many Signs 
and Wonders, ſuch as are above the 
Powers of natural Cauſes, or beſide, or 
contrary to the uſual Courſe of Nature, 
as far as we are able to judge; ſo upon 
this Account it may be ſometimes difficult 
to diſcern and diſtinguiſn the miraculous 
Operations of God, or op of good Spirits by 
his Command, which are equally the 
fame with reſpect to us, from the won- 
derful Works, of the Devil, or of his 
wicked Spirits. 

But in this Caſe we have a general 
Rule to direct us, which is this; to con- 
ſider well the Deſign and End of ſuch 
Miracles, and — is the Cauſe they 
We to ne and maintain. 5 


- evi e 
; | Miracles are wrought in the Defence of 5: 


a righteous Cauſe, to promote and advance 
WE Goodneſs, and true Religion in 9 —— 
the World, then they are to be aſcribed and 


| _ uted to the mi ty Power of God, or 
= K. g6od Sp irits ; But if they are done 
wich a Devida- to ſet up Polytheiſm, Ido- - 
latry, Superſtition, Atheiſm, Irreligion, 
and Impiety on Earth, we may ſafely con- 
clude they are the Works of 
of his wicked Agents, on pun Inna 
and eſtabliſh his? Kingdom of Wickedneſs 
and Darkneſs among Ment Thus in ge- 
neral may we judge of the extraordinary | 
Occurrences - and Emergencies.” ye "may: .. 
ſometimes meet with in the World. | 
But many Diſpenſations of the divine 
Providence, both to privatd Perſons and 
publick Communities, are very dark and 
myſterious, and to us inſcrutable. The 
Motives and Inducements in God's om 
niſcient Mind, when he formed his Coun- 
ſels and Deſigns, are ſecret and unknown 
to his Creatures. And therefore whatever 
Iregularity or Diſorder may a to 
us, either in the natural or mo orld, 
it is to be imputed either to our 1 | 
rance and imperfect View of Things, or 
to the Sins and Wickedneſs of free Agents. 
— all Evil whatever was perfectly fore- 


nown to God, whoſe peculiar * 
15 an 


Devil, or 


3 enn og 
of our bleſſed Saviour: 


as „EB, faith: St. Pater, r. by the © + 
' determinate Counſel and Fore-hnowltdge of 
2 4 by wicked Handi 

Him hatb G 


4 - v.31. . crucified and 
3 exalted with his right Hand, to be a Prime 
and à Saviour, for to give Repentance 10 
 » "Tfraeh, . And wen 
God permitted both Herad and Pontius Pi- 
Gate, with the Gentiles, and the P eople of J 

_ * "rel, ta gather together againſt his 7 Anainted; 
| ' however wicked their Intentions and Ace- 
v. an, 28, tions were, it was o de whatſoever hit 
n ane tobe 


Pf. lrrvi. Thus God Almighty turneth the Wrath 
10 and Fierceneſs of Man to bis Praiſe, and 

* the 'Fierceneſs of  them' ſhall be refrain 
Prov. xx. There are many Devices in a Man's Heart; 


.. faith Solomon, nevertheleſs the Counſel of the 


Rom. x.3, Lord, that ſhall land, The Fews being 1g- 
| norant of God's "Righteouſneſs, and going + 
about to eftabliſh their own Ri ke 


. World, even e gee 

. kind by the Blood of Che 

- the! hidden Wi Yom which" 4 * 

N — tht World,” unto our Glory, which none of 

tbe Princes of. this World dee For bau t 3 
' known'lt, they wöuld not hu crucified t 


Lord of Glory. And ee. 


ſerve that God is ſometiines pleaſed-to-per- 7» 3 
mit the greateſt Wickednelſy to be com- 
mitted by Men, | which he makes uſe of 

_ *to,accompliſhHiis own wiſe and Pur- +» 

& poſes. And this is ſometimes in the 

natural as well as moral World, in the 

various and ſudden . and Alter- 
tions, and | rities in the 
uſual and- ordinary Courſe of Nature, 
Which are above our Kriowledge to ac- 
count for: So that no Man can „nd out the 
Wark" that God maketh, from the Begimin 
to the End., I ſhall conclude this Difcourk 
2 a Collect of our Church to this Por- 
8 

505 Almighty God, who alone . order 

the ny Wills and Affections of ſinful 

ant unto thy People that they may 

3 e — which thou commandeſt, 

and | 
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i unte them that call Evil Good, and Good 4 
Evil; that put Darkneſs for Light, and | 7 
| Light for Darkneſs; that put W * _ 
e, 2 Tune e n — 


4< 


N the” 


1 Cod . _ : 
" Man.'he node Wim ure and pe | 
innocent var and indued him 3 
wich the moſt excellent Gifts, with Pow- 
ers and Faculties both of Soul and Body, 
by which he was enabled, and capable to 
rceive the Nature and Properties of 
hings, and to come to the Knowledge of 
his Maker; and of the ſingular Goodnefs 
and Kindneſs particularly ſhewn to him, in 
preferring hich ab above all the Creatures of 
this viſible World; and conſequently, —_ | 
cou 


e 


* AM... be of che Duty and 
PD he was oblig'd in Gratitude to 
ont vhto"God,” But Man moſt un- 


efully made an ill Uſe of the Favours 
8 1 him, and in- 
= of 'hearkenit Voice of God, 


diſſobeyed his expr — and there- 
by involvd hirhſelfnfd all his Poſterity 
1 in Sin and Miſery, wherein they would 
tor ever have continued, had not God out 
of Pity and Compaſſion reſcued and de- 
ASE is liver them, 
Ea. Butthe Conſequence of Matt's firſt and | 
B's Ori al Sin, was the Introduction to all 
. „„ and Wickedneſs, which hath ever 
0 ſimce, like an Inundation, overſpread the 
World. Hence derived the — — 
Diſcord in Human Nature, the 
and Contention between the Spirit — 
_ the Fleſh, and all the Miſthiefs and Cala- 
mities of our ungovernable Luſts and 
Paſſions. Hence Men became ſo 
and depraved in their Minds and Imagi- 
nations, as to obſcure and confound the 
natural and neceſſary Difference of Things, 
of Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice. And 
therefore God threatens all the Workers 
of Iniquity with the Execution of his juſt 
Judgments upon them, in the Words of 
my Text, Wo umo them that call Evil Good, 
and Good Evil; that put Darkneſs for Light 
| | an 


WR if God and 1 
bo Light for. Darkneſs, that put Bitter i tom 
| Swett;; and Sweet for Bitter. 0 
_ 1 Before I begin my Diſcourſe open thels 
Words; it ſeems neceſſary to 
Terms, Good and Evil, as they are juſtly 
diſtinguiſhed into Natural Rc WA 
| Good and Evil. 5 
Natural Good and Eyil upon 
the — and Properties of Things, ei- 
ther as ualities in Things, or 
ar they han (hows, to Pleaſure'or. Pain, Hap- 
eſs or Miſery, in Beings that feel 
ects. But ere let it be obſerved, 
the Word Things, in general, includes Pers 
fons. This Good or Evil, is called Na- 
tural Good or Evil, becauſe it proceeds 
from the Nature of Things, as Cauſes 
and their Effects, which move and act ac- 
cording to their Nature; from whence 
| come: all. the good and eri Events viſible 
in the World. 8 
Moral Good and Evil are founded upon 
: 2 . pry of the Mind, 
its li an Agency, and 
2 en og m_ of Things; but 
8 they depend upon the 
of r Agent. The Agent is 
5 to be an — and rational 
Being; Things with their natural Proper- 
ties, are ſuppoſed either actually to exiſt, 
b Ideas of * in the Mind; 1 
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compared together, there . 
dn an Rufe of conformably to 
them; and the Mind is ſed irtely to 
_ thooie/and approve of a ſuitable Practice: 
In which Practice conſiſts Moral Good, 
Or Prado Gems oral Bel, . that i 
1 80 in 
5 th A gry. cn it is Uſual to diſtin- 
between the Matter and Form of it; 
Nee —— and the Eſſect of 
1t3 and it's Form is the Mind's Election 
F e Re and of its 
Effect 14 Er 
Herein is placed the Baſis of Morality, 
the Principles-of which are ſure amd c- 
- tain, and as durable as the Pillars of Eter- 
nity, vis. The Nature and | Reaſon of 
Things, or of their Ideas; which our 
Mind is at Liberty — ve". 7 


and thereby * ap diſapptove, to 
_ ke * sd bor de wil act 
Though the and eſſential Diſſe- 


| 8 and Evil are 
— ena" who ſeriouſſy re- 
e 0 And thertfort 
het Jaiab, in the 1 
2 denounceth, Vo unte them that 
: vil Good, and Good Evil, c. In treat- 
ing upon which Words, pert ce — 4 | 


Fi 0 
2 4 l. 
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1, The diſtin Nature and Proper-, Vil 
ties of Things; ' their ſeveral Relations 
8 
er; and the neceſſary 
5 Truth and Falſhood, Good and Evil, 
Virtue and Vice, 125 
IIdly, I ſhall ſpeak of the Importance 
and-great ence of 
| Nature and Reaſdn of Things, — 
our Lives and Converſations 
/to- them, as they are the only Rule and 
Meaſure of all Truth, Virtue and Goodnels, 
and the Founlation-of all Ragan} 


5 Ham 10 dntddiecaba dated aint 


tions and Proportions, when they are com> 
pared together, and the Diffe- 
rende of e eee 
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for any T 

— mb ro. inconceiv- 
its natural Properties. Every 
M 2 Thing 
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are compared 
Difference 


Things, their ſeveral Rela- 
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dee of Glad Bui. 
Thing therefore hath its proper Na- 
tutte, and from thence its try; Quali- 


ties; whence ariſes the Virtue and Good - 


neſs of it, whereby it acts and operates 
upon other Thin . 
And as every Thing in itſelf hath its eſ- 
ſential Properties and Qualities, without 
which it is impoſſible to be; ſo when 
575 7 are compared together, there ne- 

ſſarily ariſe certain Relations and Pro- 
portions between them, whereby ſome are 

ceived to be equal to, ſome greater, 
1 ——— leſs than others: Which Relations 
are as conſtant and immutable, as the Na- 
ture and Attributes of the Things themſelves 
are; nor is itn the Power or Will of any 
Being whatever to alter theſe Relations of 
Things to each other, while the Things 
themſelves continue the ſanme. 
But theſe Properties and Proportions of 
Things to each other, are the firſt Prin- 


* « 


: 
* 


 _ 'ciples of all Truth in general. 


- . Particularly for Inſtance,” the Mathe- 
matics, witch for its Truth and Certainty 
is ſo highly eſteemed and valued in the 
World, is nothing elſe but the Knowledge 
of the Properties and Proportions of Geo- 
metrical Figures: And the Truth of this 
Science, conſiſts in the Forming of Pro- 
| "poſitions about theſe Figures, according to 

their real Properties and Proportions. And 
Truth in all other Sciences, is of the ſame 
Kind and Nature. i 


. 


Riaſmnt of Good and Boil 16 

No becauſe the Relations of Things, 5 
(and by Things in general, is to be un- LA., 

erſtod Perſons in lixæe Manner) becauſe © * 
their Relations to each other are as fixed 
and unalterable, as the Ideas of the 'Things 
themſelves are; therefore Truth in all Ca- 
ſes, at all Times, and in all Places, is one 
and the ſame, and for ever unchangeable. 
And what we have ſaid of Truth, and 
by Conſequence of Falſhood, the Contrary 
to it, may with the ſame Reaſon be af- 
firmed of Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice: 
For the Foundation of all Morality and 
Religion, is laid in the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things; and that can neither be 

ood Morality, nor true Religion, which 


oppoſes and contradifts pure and uncor- 
rupt Nature; becauſe God Almighty, who 
nom Author of Nature, by forming the 

ature and Conſtitution of all his Crea- 
tures, and by fixing the natural Tenden- 
cies and ' Conſequences of Things, ſo as 
when they move or act accordingtotheir pe- 
culiar Natures, they promote the Good, and 
Welfare, and Happineſs of each other; and 
on the contrary, when they vitiate and 
F e i] deſtroy their own 
and the Ha pineſs their Fellow - Crea- 
tures; by this Order and Conſtitution of 
the World, I ſay, God plainly declares his 
Intention and Will, how his Creatures 
ſhould act as they tender their own Pre: 

1 M 3 ſervation, 


Ruſt of Bad end 8 Boil." 


Wi ind the of the Wold | 
For the Welfare of all his 
according” to their ſeveral Na- 
tures N. orynity the Defign of God in 
their Creation : And thoſe Creatures, that 
according to their ſeveral Natures and Ca- 
pacities, concur with their Creator in — 
moting the common Good, both at the 
Time diſcharge the Obligation they are 
under to God, ſo to act, and beſt confult 


| their Lale Intereſt and HappineG. * 
Ab wii eee appears 
what pears 
be his Will, from the Frame ind Gatti 


tation and Order of the World, and the 

natural Effects and Events of Th 
certainly agree with his revealed 1 
Now the general Courſe of the World, 
evidently tends to the Good of the Whole 

_ therefore the common'Good, which God 
at Hrſt propoſed in the Creation of the 
World, ſtill 
tion and Government of it, muſt de, in 
Imitation of him, and in Obediener to his | 
WII, ide great Aim and Deſign of all his 
Creatures, in their ſeveral Stations, Con- 
Ations and Relations. And as this En- 
G dee he ge Good of MRkahat 
ory, 8 Go Mankind; 

is 2 frſt and fu Law of all Mo- 
ralry; or Natural Religion; ſo the fame 
Love and Allection towards God, the lame | 
as Diſpoſition 


in the Preferva- . 


 Reaſwns of Good and Zuil. 
Diſpoſition and Study to ſerve and pleaſe Serm- 
him, and the fame Benevalence and Cha- 
rity towards Mankind, is the great 
End and Deſign of Revealed Religion: 
Only our Duty e 
_ cated, 1 4 gly ent» 
n 
niſhments of a future State, in the re- 
vealed Will af God, than it is by the Law 
of Nature. But the Command of uni- 
verſal Lave and Charity, and Good will is 
ul yagi x uy only bee 
God is more particularly made 
known in the one Cafe, than in the other, 
And-in both 28 Reaſomableneſs of 
the Duty, depends upon eee 

Conſtitution of Perſons an 
For from e e crane 
nary and their Properties, there 
and conftantly ariſe certain 
nw rc or Maxims, which the 
Mind of Man cannot but aſſent ta; and 
he may as well ſhut his Eyes againſt the 
Sun, and deny its Meridian „ as be 
of, or diſpute, theſe, if 
he takes Time ſario and diſpaſſionately 
to conſider and to them. And, as 
when he perceives theſe Truths, he cannot 
but acknowledge their Evidence; ſo when 
. Effects and Con- 
ſequences of obey 45 Dictates of his 


— upon both wo Accounts, he can- 
not 


. 
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uently incul- 
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A 


not but ſee a 3 m6 Obli- 


FA — 2. he is under to live according to 
e 
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For God hath fo ordered and diſpoſed 


Things in the World, that a Man cannot 
violate the impartial Dictates of his Rea- 
ſon and Judgment, without bringing much 
Evil and Miſchief upon himſelf; as, by 


N acting according to them, he will natu- 


promote his own Welfare and Hap- 
pineſs: And therefore every reaſonable Man 
will collect the reaps mn he is under to 
obey theſe Laws of Nature, both upon 
the Account of the Reaſonableneſs of them, 
and as he values his own Good and Satis. 
faction, or as he would avoid his own 
Miſchief and Diſquiet. And the Effects 
and Conſequences with which theſe Rules 
of Action are naturally attended, by the 


Divine Appointment, together with their 


Truth and Reaſonableneſs, are the Sanc- 


Waters of Things, there-Howthifs Trot _ - 


HHS | F "4 + 


tions which God hath been pleaſed to an- 


nex to theſe Moral Laws, to ſecure our 
Obſervance of them o 
And that thus, from the Reaſon — 


and Dictates of our Minds and Conſciences, 
which are the Principles of all our Know- 
ledge, and Foundation of all Virtue and 
Religibn), may be proved 1 92 Cone 
fiderations.' OH: 1x - n 


28 35) wil we 


* 


all rational Beings. For though ratio- 
— Beings * y differ from one another in 

u rity, Dignity 
peck = Powers and Faculties of their 
Mind and Intellect may be of a higher 
Kind, and of a different Nature, Degree 


and Perfection; yet their. — 


the-ame Things, is the fame, when they 
ate clearly and diſtinctly known; and 
what a ppears True g Fal Good:or Ewa 
| ea reaſonable Beings, does ſo to all, 

* Whoſe: Underſtandings ar darkened, 


Ka ante 441 Rela which, is the 
Judgment of the Mind according to the * 
ature of Things, is one and the ſame in 


, and Excellence, and 


9 * "0 N 
a 
ws 
4 y _ 
. 
V 8 


* 
Sermy 
III. 


e by ſowe 


prevailing Paſſion, miſtaken heb. MT 
undue Pre) udice. 


--2dly, As the Reaſon of all Intelligent 
Beings is the ſame in Kind, though not in 
Degree; and when Things are the ſame, 
and their Properties Qualities con- 
ſtant and unvariable, all rational Beings 


form the ſame judgment of thoſe Things, 


and reaſon alike about them; ſo the 
ſame Concluſions and Conſequences wall 
be acknowledged true and certain by 
all, who without Pr ejudice, Partiality, or 


Paſſon, or a fall: N otion of ms” 
vil, 


Ry 
SS, 


Senn Evil, give; themſelves Time to think and 


V 
uni tho fame: Arts and Sciences, which are. 


founded in Truth. For though ſome Men 
may be Jeſs expert and knowing than 
others, yet they 'acknowladge the fare 
Principles; and when 24 
about them,. they deduce the ſame Inſeren- 
them. And what is acknowledged True - 
or Falſe at one Time, or in one Nation, 
is univerſally acknowledged to be fo at all 
Times, and in all Nations. Thus it i 
in all Arts and Sciences, that admit f 
Men give themſelves Time ſeriouſſy and 
. wem 7 e 18 72 vn Ar 5 7 24 
e 


Idly, As the Reſpects and Relations 
and Reaſon of Things are obvious, and 
open to our Underſtandings, and Men ge- 
nerally agree in plain and eafy Points and 
Inſtances of Duty; fo our Wills and Af 
fections are naturally inclined to follow 
the Sentiments and Dictates of our Judg- 
ments, vhere they have not been depraved 
vicious Habits, For it is as natural that our 
Wills ſhould be direfted by our Under- 


ſtanding and Judgment of Things, as it 
61110 N i 18 N 
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2 tothe Readon and Truth of Things, when 

we take Time impartially to conſider them; — 
only in the one Caſe is a Neceſſitp) 
laid upon us, to perceive and believe what 
is apparent and manifeſt to our Under- 
ſtandings; in the other, we are at Liberty, 

as free Agents, whether we will chooſe to 

conform our Actions to the real Judgment 

of our Minds, though both Reaſon and 

| 777. RO IS: 


4 Ned de üb o Wag , 
3 3 which a 
— Eye Jadgh Ne eee 
ſence of his own Mind. Herein is pla- 


ced that ceful Serenity, and inexpreſ- 
ſible of an innocent and righteous 


Perſon, ' conſcious to himſelf of having 
obſerved the Dictates of his Reaſon; and 
ated up to the Principles of his Nature. 
For whatever is natural is therefore 
and e becauſe ĩt is natu- 
ral to us to conform our Wills and Aﬀec- 


tions and our whole Lives to our Neaſon 
ariſes 


aud there c 
Camplacency and Satisfactioii to the Mind 
from ſuch Conduct of ourſelves. And 


this is a very conſiderable Reward, annexed 


£4 . 


— 
. 152 1 


Reaſons f Good and is 


the' Obſervance and Obedience of the 
ws of Nate bg: Fort 


© 2ethly; Feth debe if wigs PIE Trow- 
Fan Diſquietude of Mind, thoſe Hor- 
rors and Dread of a gu guilty. Evian: 1 
which diſturb the Peace, and interrupt 
Mirth of the Wicked, even Frome ae np 
publick Company, in the midſt of Jollity 
and Height of Pleaſure. For Nature and 
Reaſon frequently return upon them, and 
lay before them the Errors of their Ways, 
and their wicked Lives; how they degrade 
their Nature, debaſe themſelves, and de- 
14 into Brute Beaſts, who àre go- 
by Senſe and Inffinkt, without 
Reaſon nos J gment: ' Whereas, the Dig-. 
nity/and agel erer Man, conſiſts in a 
reaſonable Soul, and his Perfection and 
Happineſs is, to live up to the Principles 
of his rational Nature, and thoſe Laws 
_— 1 — — e of . dictates 
to his Underſtan and judgment. B 
the Tranſgreſſion of theſe Laws, Men 1 1 
themſelves all the Evils and Miſeries 
their Lives; which is a Puniſhment na- 
turally following the Violation of theſe 
Laws of 2 4. and Dickates bl; Fight ; 
Mun. 6 


ny And = the Truth of Thing 
an 


Reofuic of Cue and Evil. 


and conſequently the Reaſonableneſs of a Ser 


VIII. 


ſuitable Practice is fixed, and certain in , 


all Ages, and in all Parts of the World; 
ſo the certain and neceſſary Effects, which 
proceed from the ſame N are obvi- 
ous and viſible to all Mankind; and the 
Power and Influence theſe Effects have 
they human Affairs, plainly tend to the 


1.” Brave or Miſery of our Lives; and 


uently, as we regard our own Safety. 
por acl we are obliged to obſerve 


4 Laws and Rules of Motion and Ac- 


tion, ſettled by the great Author of Na- 


ture throughout the World. And thus, 

from our rational Nature, and the neceſ- 

| oy Conſequences and Effects of Things, 
1 


ble and manifeſt in the Order and Con- 
ſtitution of the World, and the Courſe of 
Nature, we derive our Obligation to con- 
duct our Lives according to certain Laws 
and Precepts of Action, as we value our 
Hap ineſs, or would avoid our Miſery. 
Theſe are the Laws of Nature, which o- 
blige all Mankind, and the Sanction of 


ments naturally attending them, from 


Courſe of Things, a inted b 9 
N e the World N 


7th and laſtly, But when \ we con- 
34 ider, 


their Reaſonableneſs, and that Order and 


che Laws are the Rewards or Puniſu- 


qT * ” ” \ ns 
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S E -fider, that we not 
3 —— —— — 


ien 1 
that we 'ſhovld make a 
plication of them; and when we 


Reaſon of T 


Rege g Gent end Bull 


owe our very Bein 
the Powers and Fa - 


and 


neſs and Kindneſs of God in our Creati- 


on, and that it muſt be his End and De- 


in beſtowing theſe Favours 


right Uſe and. 


that the Courſe. and Conſtitution of the 


Worid, and the natural Tendencies and 


uences of Cauſes and their Effects, 


are all ordered and diſpoſed by his Pro- 


vidence ; from this Conſideration and Re- 
flection, we cannot but know, that it is 


God's Will and Pleaſure, that "we ſhould 


conform all our Actions to the Nature and 
Regulatio — *r war emer rut yer 
ns, W |) 
For the Will of God is plainly 
. 
tion and Providence, and our Obedience 
— | 
denia 0 Uen is unqueſ- 
tionably our bounden Duty to obſerve it. 
And from 23 


— Balgios: "Bu 


i}. 2 $2209 © 
? SAKE LET 
Muh, To ſpeak of the In and 
great Conſeq uence of obſerving the Na- 
tare and Reaſon of Things, and of oon- 


forming 


ne of Grad and" Beik © 
forming our Will and Practice 


to thei, as they: are Rule and Vi 
Meaſure of all Truth, Virtue, and Good. 


_nefs, and Foundation of all it 

All Religi both naturnl and revealed, 
+ derived the eternal and immutable 
Reaſons of Good and Evil, which are de- 
tured from the effential Properties and 


il in the ee Mind and have ex- 
ted in the . 
from all 


From the ent Niatthe and o 
| ties of Perſons and Things, or of 
Ideas, there ariſe 3 
Relations between them; from —.— 
1 
of Acting according to them, which 
are GN Sinks and Directions appointed 
dy God for the Condutt of ourſelves in 
dis Sight. Theſe Rules are as plain and 
— and the Good and Evil attend- 
ing the Practice of them, or the actin 
do to them, as evident and 
to the rational Mind and U 
| a8 the Objefts of our ſeveral Senſes and 
| heir different Qualities and Effects upon 
us, are felt and experienced by our ſenſi- 
tive Powers and Faculties: And we may 
as well put Darkneſs for Light, and Light 
for put Bitter for Sweet; and 
Sweet for Bitter, as call Evil Good, and 


Good Evil. 2 
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5 hom: But the 
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they would not underſtand by their na- 
tural Reaſon, the eternal and immutable 


«| 

: 

| 

5 
1 
: 

> 

ö 

1 
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eder of: G and Bil, 
and  Depravity of 
our Nature is ſo great, and ens ovididibie 


was ppg Vicious Inclinations, our miſtaken In- 


tereſts, and falſe P — our unrea- 
—— ites — PEI 
ſtrong prevalent, we 
_— on to Action, before we take 
time to conſider the Conſequences of our 

Doings, and — rightly — the Good or 
Bel in them ce we too often fatally 
err in the whole Courſe and Conduct of 


our Lives. 


But when Meniare.beceme „. dapper 
od in their Ju , and vitiated in their 
Will, as to confound the natural and eſ- 
ſential Differences of Things; not only 
to break through all the Bonds and Re- 
ſtraints of Duty and Religion, but in Juſ- 
—— — on —— eſs to — | 
| rinciples, deſtroy 
F oundation all Virtue and — 
to exti their natural Notions of 
Good and Evil, -Juſt and Unjuſt; it is 
Time for God to ſtretch out his Arm, and 
execute judgment upon Earth, in Vin- 
dication of his holy Laws, that Men may 
know - by their woful Experience,” what 


— 3 Virtue nad qr” 


* EL 


Good and Evil is as manifeſt as Light 
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Light, and Light for 
Bitter for Sweet, and — 
the true and original Dine 


and Darkneſs, as diſtinguiſhable as Bitter 
and Sweet ; nor can the ſenſible Qualities 
of Things be more ſuitable and ble 
to our Sante. than the Reaſons of Moral 


nn Things; who ſu 
that true Virtue receives its Stamp 


——ñ—— — 4 
Evil does not depend upon any human 
Conſtitution whatever, but wholly upon 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things. As 
well therefore may any State to 
new- model the Univerſe, and alter the 


Courſe of Nature, as to change the Rea- 


ſons of Good and Evil. 
N But 


% 


. e 
Ser. Bm get the Polly and Extravagance:6f 
m. ome Men is ſo great, as to believe, they 
ä — gra, a1w boon, th 


tions of Good and Evil, Virtue and Vice, | 


| bend and. ma Ramey Humour and 
ice; and pretend by their Superiority 
and to give the ſacred Name of 
Goodnels to their beloved Luſts and vici- 
ous Inclinations ; as if that only was to 


be accounted Good, which ſuited with 


their wicked Deſires and er 2 . 


tites- S865 04:7 22571 | 
a ghd can ale Natareof Things be 
changed b the Man upon Earth. 
The Reaſons Things are unalterable. 
Therefore the Opinions and Judgments, 
the Deſires and Inclinations of Men, muſt 
conform to them, if they would act like 


Men and reaſonable Creatures, and not 


degenerate into brute Beaſts, which have 
no Underſtan ding  ebetionts 

When we behold the Motions and Ac- 
tions of the various Creatures of the vi- 
ſible World, it is very manifeſt and con- 
ſpicuous, that they all move and act ac- 


cording to their ſeveral Kinds and Natures, 


and exert their pe Powers and Qua- 
lities in their lar Places, Stations, and 


Conditions. The — Bodies perform 


ces; * „ e 
falutary 


their Courſes, and diffuſe their Influen- 


1 
| 
A 
[ 
0d 


* 
. gan” 
— — 


ee s e 
Virtues and Qualities; and Ani- Sem. 


Mankind: All conſtantly 
of their Creator; Man bly 


Of his Mind and - Conſcience, dethrones 
his Reaſon, and thereby debaſes his Na- 


ture, and degrades mimſelf into a Brute. 


When Brutes are led and governed only 


by their ſenſual Appetites and -Inclinati- 


ons, they live according to their Nature 
and Condition; whereas Man, by ad 

contrary to the Nature and Reaſon” of 
Things, makes himſelf a monſtrous Crea- 


79 1 


Een Vil | 
the Jang” "FI 


cContradicts and — wr dh ot 
mands of his Maker, violates the Dictates 


ture in the World; by wilfully abuſing - 


"Om Reaſon and Upicritanding, and per- 
them to his own Miſery and Ruin. 
And when Men by their unreaſonable, 


2 Fooliſh,” and wicked Conduct, involve 


themſelves in great Miſchiefs and Diſ- 
treſſes, and become the Authors of their 
on Unhappineſs, how can they expect 
Compaſſion and Pity? If Men have Eyes, 
and will not ſee, they muſt blame none 
but themſelves, if they fall down a Pre- 
Ae. 3 their enen ming to them- 


t - God: hath highly dignified: _ diſtin- | 


us above all our Fellow Crea- 


- tares in this World, by giving us Reaſon, 
AK N 2 and 
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derm. 


VEE why barb C rang 


| Reaſon of Gred nd Evil. 
7 us more than the Beafts 


ys and fs us Wiſer than the 


Job xxxv. 
11. 


ers and Faculties of our Mi 
we ſhould abuſe chem to his Diſhonour 


Fowl of Heaven? as we read in fob, Is it 
that we ſhould not uſe the ſuperior Pow= 
Or that 


and our own Perdition? Do we thus re- 
quite our Lord and Maker for all his Fa- 
vours and Bleſſings? Where is our Duty, 
Gratitude, and where is our 
Underſtandin and Wiſdom ; where our 
Diſcretion. and Judgment, in acting thus? 
9 of a Man of Senſe, and 


of a e hath ever been 


highly valu 


and truly eſteemed moſt 
defirable ; but that can only be acquired 
by conforming our Hearts and Lives to 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things. And 
therefore as we value ſo great a Bleſſing 
this Life, or our eternal Happ 3 
next, let us make it our Study and En- 
deavour, and earneſtly pra ＋ 5 to have 
ar judgment in ngs; and to 
be 5 his good Spirit into the Way 
i and Righteouſneſs, and evermore 
oice in his holy Comfort, through 
rits of Chriſt Jeſus our Saviour; to 
l be 


eee aud Glory nee 
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of yall the nightonhek 0 of 
| iy Law. | 


1. 


e nn 165 
Thot the Right b of the Low might be 


| ful Hed i in us. + 


UR bleſſed Saviour in his Goſpel Serm. 
2 that, He war not come to IX. 
deſtroy the Law or the Prophets, but 
zds Matt. v. 
and paſſive Obedience to the Law of God. 7. 
acne 1 _ Verſe immediately 

| g my Text, fays, God ſending bs 
— 30 rhe Þ ew 9 foal Pb, and 
for Sin condemned Sin in the Fleſh. And in 

my Text he tells'us for what Enn this wa 
done ; That the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
, be fulfilled i in us. 
N 3 In 


3 

« 3 GE # 
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* 


10 „ . Which he did boch by his 


. 


16 of fulfilling the Low. 
4 3 In which Words we wilt conſider, 


9 155 What is the Righteouſneſs of the 
W. 


. [ \ i 


1 What it is to gl the intbou 
neſs of the Law. | 


III. Hoy the N N of the L 
is fulfilled 1 in us. 


I. We will conſider what is the Righ- 
teouſneſs of the Law. | 
Before God created any Thin the Na- 
ture and Properties of er. Foo 15 ble Thing 
were fully comprehended — perfectly 
known to him by their Ideas, whkch pre- 
exiſted in his infinite Mind from Eternity. 
And the mutual Reſpects and Relati 
Habitudes and Proportions of theſe Ideas, 
when compared together, were for ever 
clearly ſeen by him, and lay open to his 
Inſpection; from whence ariſe the reaſons 
of Good and Evil, which were are 
eternal and immutable, and are the Prin- 
ciples and Elements of all Law, and 
ſcribe a Rule and Direction to all 15 
Beings, whenever they chooſe to exert their 
natural Powers and Faculties, to conform 
all their Actions accordi ing to them. 
Therefore 


M Julfilling the Law.” 
Therefore God Almighty, when; he choſe Serm. 
to give Being to his Creatures, and to 
confer on them their ſeveral diſtinct Vir- 
tues, and Qualities, and Excellencies, — 


pleaſed to obſerve this Law, and to diſpol 


and direct all Things according to 
peculiar Natures and Properties, Condi. 
tions, Stations, and Dependences. And 
as he made ſome. Creatures in his qwn 
Image and Likeneſs, by endowing them 
with Reaſon, and Underſtanding, and Li- 
berty of Will, whereby they are capable 
of perceivin the different Natures o Per- 
ſons and Things, and their diſtinct Pro- 
perties and Qualities, with their reciprocal 
Relations to one another; ſo, in Imitation 
of him, they ought to obey the ſame Law, 
and freely — to be governed by it. 
And this Law plainly a s to be the 
Mind and Will of God, from the Frame 
and Conſtitution of the World, and of 
all Things in it, which were made by his 
Order and Appointment, and from which 
we come ta the Knowledge of this Law, 
and of our Obligation to obey it. 80 
that the Will of God and the Law of Na- 
ture agree and are ca- incident with one 
another, and enjoin one and the ſame 
Rule to us, by — we es to regu- 
late _ our Actions. 
WIDENS - > From 
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#*, < of fulftbng the Law.” 

Ffom the Uk and A ication of Things 
to He another, and from their different 
—— Effects and Events, they become naturally 
Good or Evil, Hurtful or Beneficial. And 
| natural Good or Evil, is the ſubject Mat- 
I! | ter of moral Good or Evil. For when 
1 we know What is naturally Good or Evil, 
1 and freely chooſe to do the one or the other, 
it becomes moral Good or Evil. Now 
God hath been pleaſed to endow us with 
ſuch Powers and Faculties, as enable us to 

| know the diſtin Natures and Qualities 

of Things; and the Good or Evil in them, 
as: Rural Cauſes and Effects; which ei- 

ther hy our Reaſon or e Geng 
cover, and are ſenſible of their different 
Operations upon us. When therefore we 
: voluntarily c chooſe to make uſe of theſe 
Things, to the Benefit or Injury of one 
another, our Actions become movelly 

| Good, or Evil. | 
I The Principles of the Law are deduced 
| fun the Reaſons of Good or Evil, which 
derive from the Nature and Reaſon of Per- 
ſons and Things, or of their Ideas in the 
Mind and Inte lect, and an Affection and 
* Practice conformable to the Nature and 
_ Reaſon of Perſons and Things, is Righte- 
_ . .ouſneſs; and conſequently, this is theRigh- 
teouſneſs of the Law, which is founded 
in the eternal and immutable Reaſons of 
Good and Evil. f Theſe 
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Of fujiling the La. 
Thheſe Reaſons by a right uſe of our na- 
tural Faculties, we are made capable of un- 
derſtanding; and as we are rational Crea- 
tures, and endowed with a moral Senſe, we 
take Pleaſure in finding out Truth, and in 


_ 
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th ind 


the Practice of Righteouſneſs. For God | 


hath made us rational Creatures, in his 
own Image, which though greatly blotted 
and blurred by the Depravity and Cor- 


ruption of our Nature, is not however to- 


. tally. obliterated and effaced; and, upon 
a good Uſe and Exerciſe of our Reaſon and 
Und , we may come to the Know- 

. ledge of what is right and true, juſt and 


008 and take Pleaſure and Delight in 


rming God's moſt holy Will. And 
uſe God's Will is always directed by 
3 - his Wiſdom, and governed by the Nature 
and Reaſon of Things, therefore Obedi- 

. ence to his Will is the Righteouſneſs of the 
Law, and what is to be underſtood by 


thoſe Words in my Text. We will now 


if wee to conſider, 


1. What itis to fulfil the — 


4 of the Law. 
Io fullil the Righteouſneſs of the Law, 
we are obliged not only to yield a full and 
exact Obedience to it, but our Obedience 
2a ms Pane from a true and right Prin- 


ciple, 


-_ | Of fulfilling the Low. 
e capley hich is a Love of all Truth and 
| Righteouſneſs. Now this Love of Truth 
— — Righteouſneſs: centers and unites in 
the Love of God, the great Author and 
Lover of all Truth and Righteouſneſs, 
and the ſupreme Patron and Friend of all 
true and righteous Perſons. And there- 
fore the Love of God is the firſt and great 


Matt. xxii. Commandment in the Law. Which Af- 


3 fection is natural and agreeable to us, as 
well as our bounden Duty: For all ra- 
tional Creatures, whoſe Natures are not 
wholly vitiated and: depraved, have an in- 

nate Love and Liking to all Virtue and 
Goodneſs ; and whatever is truly natural, 
is always pleaſant and agreeable. The Love 
therefore as God and 3 18 — 
primary and principal Precept, the moſt 
reaſonable an — in fel, and in 


its Conſequences attended with the trueſt 


Pleaſure and Delight. 

- Happineſs or Miſery are the natural 
Effects and Conſequences of Virtue or 
Vice, by God's original Appointment. 
And God in holy Scripture hath ſet before 
us Good and Evil, Bleſſing and Curſing, 

Life and Death, chat we many chooſe the 
one and avoid the other. This is the Te- 
nor of the Law, both natural and re. 
vealed, which is unalterable and indiſ- 
penſable, and grounded and eſtabliſhed i Mn 

eo} - 


3 


— e Lau. 


the Reaſons of Good and Evil; 3 Serm.. 


eternal and immutable: And this is the un- 


Reaſon and Underſtanding, Wiſdom and 
Counſel; and which, conſequent! 7 all ra- 
tional Creatures ou ght fully and chear- 
fully to obey, and imitate, as far as 


are able, in Proportion to their finite Na- 


tures and Capacities. 

This Duty we are obliged to perfojen 
out of Gratitude and Ingenuity, Alle- 
giance and Fidelity to God, as our Crea- 


tor and Preſerver, our Governor and ſo- 


vereign Lord and King. Our Relation 
to God, in every one of theſe Reſpects, 
lays the hi gheſt poſſible Obligation upon 
us to render ano him our beſt Ser- 


vice and Obedience, expreſſing the due 


Senſe: we have of the great Benefits and 

Bleſſings he hath conferred upon us. 
Gad created us originally pure and per- 

fect, innocent and happy, and therefore 


might reaſonably expect a ſuitable Obe- 


dience from us, in return for ſuch immenſe 
Benefits and Kindneſs to us. And he pro- 
vided for us all Things neceſſary and con- 
venient for our Subſiſtence, ind Su 5 
and Comfort, that we might tha 

live under his Care and Protection, . 
. his Favour and the Light of his 

Countenance. 


IX. 


changeable Will of God, which is/ con 
ſtantly guided and directed by his infinite 
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Serm.  Countenance. And he endowed us with 
IX. and Li 
i char we might voluntarily fubmit | 
to his righteous Government, as our Lord 
and King, and acknowledge his Right and 
Dominion over us; and that we nught be 
always mindful of our Duty and 'depen- 
dent State, he reſtrained our Deſire in one. 
only Inſtance, as a Homage juſtly due to 
him for his abundant Goodneſs and Kind- 
nels to us. Pt; e 
This Reſtraint was a pobitive Coramand' 
not to eat of the Tree of Knowledge of 
Good and Evil: Which Command God. 
enforced with the Sanction of certain 
— motor greſſion of it. But 
n 4 refs Commina- 
tion, our firſt iſobeyed God, and 
incurred the W and thereby involy-. 
ed themſelves and all their Deſcendents 
in a State of Sin and Miſery. In Which 
State they had for ever continued, had not 
God, out of Pity and Compaſſion to them, 
as deceived and by the Inſinuation 
and Suggeſtion of e Devil, formed the 
Method and V of their Recovery and : 
Salvation, 55 his own Son in the. | 
Likeneſs of 2 5 eſh, and for Sin, con- 
 demmed Sin in the Fleſh : That the Righte- 
' ouſneſs of the Law might be Fulfiled in. ur. " 
Wien brings mes 81. i 


i 


of. Fufiling the: Low: 
II. To the . Conſideration, how-:the 
. 


_ 


the Beginning, 2s God created the 

World b his eternal Son, fo by him he 
rules whe governs it: And as it. was God's 
original Marion and Deſign to erect a 
Kingdom of everlaſting Truth and Righ- 
teouſneſs, ſo it was — eternal Purpoſe to 
commit the Adminiſtration and Govern 
ment of this Kingdom into the Hands of 
his moſt dearly beloved Son, Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord, 

Righteouſneſs i is the great Object of 
God's eſſential Love; and conſequently, all 
Unrighteouſneſs he naturally hates and ab- 

hors. When therefore the wicked Angels 
in Heaven raiſed a Rebellion in God's 
righteous Kingdom, he could not but be 
highly offended at their Pride and Pre- 
ſumption, Ingratitude and Diſobedience to 
his moſt "uſt 2 and holy Laws; and there-- 
Gets ould not enduns the Sight of them 
in Heaven, but baniſhed. — out of his 
Kingdom into the Regions of Blackneſs 
and Darkneſs, Horror and Deſpair: And 


lil . 


in the Words of St. Jude, Verſe 6. The Jude ver. 


Angeli, which kept not their firſt Eſtate, but“. 
72 their own Habitation, be hath reſerved 
in rs. Cbaint, under ig unto. 


1 * the great Day. 
* 


* 
— 
Fo * 
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13 And when our firſt Parents in Paradiſe 


r= withdrew his favourable Countenance 


diſobeyed God's expreſs Command, he 


from them, and drove them out of the 


Garden of Eden, and placed Cherubims and 


4. g Seoord, which turned every way, 
40 keep the Way of the' Tree of Liſe. 


And as this Tranſgreſſion of the divine 


Command was voluntary, ſo were they 
juſtly guilty of the Breach of it, and con- 
{quently of Death: For though they 
were ſeduced by the Tempter, they might 
have withſtood his Temptation, and ob- 
ſerved the poſitive Injunction of God, their 


Creator. Now the Reaſons of Good aficl 


Evil being eternal and immutable, and 
God's Law. the Reſult: of them, his. Wall 
is always guided and governed by them; 
and in the exact Obedience to the known 
Will of God conſiſts the Righteouſneſs of 
the Law, as was before obſerved. The 


Righteouſneſs therefore of the Law is an 


eternal Obligation, not to be diſpenſed with, 


but muſt be fulfilled. And therefore all 


Unrighteouſneſs or Diſobedience to the 
Will of God, muſt be for ever offenſive 
and repugnant to his moſt pure and holy 


Nature, and deſtructive of his righteous 


Kingdom. And therefore, in Vindication 
of his Purity and Holineſs, and Defener 
of his moſt righteous Laws, in Mainte- 
Letras | nance 


: Of faſting! . 
Hance and Support of the Honour and 
| of his Providence and Govern- 


Tyr 
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ment; — the Preſervation of Peace ane 


Safety, Subjection and good Order in the 
World ; for the Encouragement of his 
true and faithful Subjects and Servants, 
and the Terror of the Wicked and Rebel 
| hous; for theſe momentous Reaſons, God 
is obliged in Wiſdom and Juſtice to ma- 
nifeſt his Anger and Reſentment againſt 
his diſobedient and ſinful Creatures, by 
puniſhing —_ RY to their” De- 


merits. 


Nou cenitaiey Death was de. tao 


— of Adam's Tranſgreſſion, 


and what he might juſtly have expect- 


ed: And therefore was afraid to 


ſee God, and hid himſelf amongſt the 
Trees of the Garden. 
But the Caſe of Adam's Diſobedience 
admitted an Abatement and Mitigation'of 
the Penalty denounced againſt it,  inaf- 
much as it was contrived and effected 
the inſiduous Stratagem and Cireumveri- 
tion of the Devil: And therefore God, as 
a righteous Judge, who weighs and Con- 
ſiders every Circumſtance of an Action, 
and deſireth not the Death of a Sitiner, 
was pleafed to relax the Rigour” of the 
Sanction of the Law, upon the free and 
2 Undertaking of his Son, to make 
Amends 


Ix 
5 


. 
_—_ 
. 
* f *. . 


and for our Sake. 


Of fulfilling the Law. 
Sen. Amends and Satisfaction for the Penalty 
due to the Sin of Man, by his ſuffering 
on his own Accord the moſt grievous and 
Wr nere and Agen h bur Stead 


But though God was' e a 
of this Satisfaction for the Puniſhment of 
dur Sins, yet this was not deſigned to de- 
liver us from the temporal Death of the 
Body, which is inted to all Men; but 
it was intended, by raiſing our dead Bo- 
dies, and ro-ungtitig —— Souls to 
redeem and fave us from eternal Death, 
our true Repentance for our Sins 


paſt, and ſincere Obedience to God's Laws 
dor the future, with a lively een his 


Mer through Chriſt. 
Thus was the Sanction of the Law ful- 

filled i in the Death of Chriſt ; which be- 

cauſe he ſuffered voluntarily upon our 


Account, God is therefore pleaſed to ac- 


cept it; as n of the Law 


mn us. 


But the Puniſhment for the Tranſgreſſion 
of the Law does not anſwer the primary 
_ _— End and Intention of it, 
which is a full and exact Obedience to the 
Righteouſneſs of it. But this Obedience 
no Man in this lapſed and degenerate State 
of his Nature ever did perform. And the 
Righteouſneſs of the Law is 2 

-— 


and muſt be fulfilled, as G 
the eternal and unalterab 
Good and Evil, and enacted by the ſu - 


preme Wiſdom and Counſel of To 


fulfil therefore the Righteouſneſs of the 
Lau a full; and perfect, and an unſinning 
Obedience is abſolutely yy; ey TRE 

This part of the Law Chriſt undertook 
to fulfil for us, in our Nature ſtrictly 
and exactly obeying it. 


Indeed according to the Letter of xy 
Law, ſtrictly and rigorouſly underſtood, 


we-ourſelves, in our own Perſons, ought 
exactly to obey it; but, through the Weak- 
neſs — Depravity of our Nature, we are 


lilty. of the Violation of it; and if the 
— us ſay, we have 10 Sin, we deceive 


ourſehues, and the Truth is not in us. But John | 


as this — of our Nature origi- 
nally ſprung from Adam's Sin, which he 
committed through the Deception of the 


Devil; ſo God, in Conſideration of that 
Circumſtance, diſpenſes with the rigorous 


of the Righteouſneſs of the Law 


by. us. But then, that the Law might be 
ſtrictly and exactly obeyed, which the pri- 
2 — — iy os required, 
itt own Son freely to per- 
form — Obedience to it for mo — 
our Account, and for our Benefit, that 
the Righteouſneſs of the Law might be 
3 0 fulfilled 
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194 N fulfilling the Law. 
1 fulfilled in us. And accordingly the A 
is the End the 
Law for Righteouſneſs ta every one that Be- 
Rom-3.4. dieveth. 
Our Sincerity of Obedience 42 true 
Faith in Chriſt are the Conditions required 


of us in the Goſpel, which God is pleaſed | 


to accept for perfect Righteouſneſs in us, 
Chriſt having fulfilled 08 Righteouſ- 
| neſs for us : And therefore he is called, 
Jer. mil. the Lord 'our Righteouſneſs. Who is made 

6. unto us Wiſdom, and Righteouſneſs, and Sanc- 
1 Cor. i, tafication, and Redemption. Wherefore" St 
30. Paul counted all Things but Loſs for the Ex- 


cellency of the Knowledge of Chrift Feſus, his 


Tord: For whom I have, ſays he, ſuffered the 


Lofsof all Things, and do — them but Dung, 


that I may win Chrift, and be found in him, 


not having mine own Righteouſneſs, which 
is of the Law, but which is through the 
Faith of Chrift, the Righteouſneſs wobich is 
Phil.ii. 8, of God by Faith. = 
* I ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with an 
Frag or two from what hath been 
1d 


ik From the Method and Oeconomy of 
Man's Salvation, we may infer the abſo- 
lute Rectitude and immaculate Purity of 
the Deity. The Rectitude of God ap- 
pears in the Defence and » 
ö A 13 


2. * . 
C , 


| Of Haba the Low 


his ri righteous Laws and Government; who, Chap 


as — Rector of the Univerſe, would 


not pardon Man's Sin, without a full and — 


ſufficient Satisfaction, made to his Divine 
Majeſty by the Sacrifice and Death of 
Chriſt. The Purity of God is evident in 
his Love of Righteouſneſs and Holineſs, 
and his as appear N all . and Wick- 
2 on, entirely 
ified Alm t the perfect Obe- 

ience — his own Son; — in inflicting 
on him at the ſame Time the moſt dreadful 
Diſtreſſes and Agonies for pri aug Sins. 
Herein God gave an open ublic 

F 


Teſtimony both to 
the Indiſpenſableneſs of Obedience to = 


holy Laws, and let them ſee the direful 
Wee of the Violation of them. 


II. We may obſerve from this Diſcourle, 
wo — Manifeſtation of God's Cle- 
and ry. God hath fully, de- 

a" in holy Scripture, that he. will be 
merciful to the Penitent, by ET his 


and Aſſurance of eternal ing. And that 
his Mercy might be ſhewn, conſiſtent! 
with the Righteouſneſs of the Law, which 
in the Rigour of it ought to be fulfilled 
O 2 by 


* 


| of falflling the Law. 
Serm. by us, God permitted his own Son to 
form this compleat Righteouſneſs ous 5 
and in his Clemency accepts of his moſt 
perfect and unſinning Obedience, and pla- 
ces it to our Account, by pardoning and 


'rewarding our ſincere, but imperfect and 
_ cinful Obedience, which through our weak 


and corrupt Nature, is what the beſt of 
us actually can only perform. And be- 


cauſe Chriſt undertook the Performance 


of this moſt perfect Obedience for our 
fake, and that we might reap the Good, 
and Benefit, and Reward of it, which is 


eternal Life, according to the Tenor of 
the Law, therefore God is pleaſed to grant 
this to us, that the Righteouſneſs of the 


Law might be fulfilled in us. 
And now what Counſel and Wiſdom do 
here C pear in this Diſpenſation of God, 
an admirable Illuſtration and Diſ- | 

3 jo the divine Attributes, of his 
pars and Holineſs, Righteouſneſs and 


"Juſtice, his Goodneſs, Clemency, and 
Mercy ? And therefore to the King eter- 
nal, immortal, inviſible, the only wiſe 
God, be Honour and Glory, for ever and 


* ever. Amen. 
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1 Jonn IV. 8. 


vr ebe in Un. Gola faith, God is Sam. 
4 Spirit; and the Nature and Pro- * ; 
perty of this Spirit he declares in John iv. 

my Text to be Love, God 1s Love: And + 

in the Verſe immediately before my Text, 

er e n. * 

Knowledge G ViZ. by imita - 234 

him a divine Rxcellence: and Pes 

fection, and walking in Love; Beloved, 

ſays he, let us love one another; for Love 

is of God, and every one that hover, is born 

of God, and knoweth God; and in the Words 

next to my Text, he adds, He that loveth 

not, knoweth not God. God is inviſible to john iv. 

us in this Life; though in him we liue and. 

4 O 3 move, 


1 
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GOD is 1 


move, and have our Bei No Man 3575 
zen God at any Time, aith the beloved 


Chap. iv. Diſciple: If we ** one anot ber, God dwell- 


ver. 12. 


ver, 13. 


eth in us, and his Love is per fected in us. 


Man was originally made in the Image 
of God, but the trueſt Image of God is 


Love, whereby we are Partakers of the 


Divine Nature, and approach the neareſt to 
our Heavenly Father an Likeneſs, being en- 
dued with the ſame Spirit with him, which 
dwelleth in us, and by which his Love is 
perfected in us: And hereby know we that 
we dwell in him, and he in us, e be 
bath given us of bis Spirit. 

Hence the unregenerate and corrupt 
Gentiles, are ſaid by St Paul to be alienated 


from the Life of Gods And he exhorts the 


Epbe/iant, to be renewed in the Spirit of 
their Mind, and to put on the new Man, 
which after Gad is created in Righteouſneſs 


Eph. i and true Helineſs, Fur the Fir of the 


123-24: Shirit is in all Goognefs, and Faue 


ver. 9- 


and Trutb. The Root and 
ubich Graces is Love: And to — -— 
Digmty and Excellency of this Virtue, and 
to make Ol Impreſſion of the Importance 
of it upon inds the deeper, and the 
more — e by us, the Apoſtle 
hath repeated it twice in this Chapter from 


5 ————— RR. 
is Love. * 


In 


80D Lor. 
In diſcourſing upon which Words, I 
ſhall, 


I. State the Nature of the Divine Love. 


II. I ſhall endeavour to prove the Truth 
of this Propoſition, God is Love. 


III. I ſhall confirm and illuſtrate this 
Truth, by ſome great and eminent In- 
ſtances of God's Love. | 


I. I ſhall ſtate the Nature of the Divine “Love. 
To diſcourſe intelligibly and clearly upon 
Subject, we ſhould be careful in the 
firſt Place, that we have as true and cer- 
tain a Knowledge of the Nature of it, as 
we can; and that we have fixed and de- 
terminate Ideas of the Terms we make 
uſe of; and in order to this, and to pre- 
vent any Miſtake, where there is likely 
to be any Doubt and Ambiguity about 
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the Senſe and Meaning of any important 


Word, it is neceſſary to explain and de- 
fine it as clearly and diſtinctly, as we are 


able. This is often upon many Occaſions 


very neceſſary, but perhaps upon none 
more than the preſent. And therefore it 
may be juſtly expected, that I explain and 
define what we are to underſtand by the 


Word Love, 3 the Apoſtle ſays ex- 


O 4 preſſiy 


! ü 
N 
| 
1 
1 


GOD 18 Loy. 


i 4 Ppreffly 1 in the Words of my Text, God 


is Lobe. For in the 8 and ordi- 
nary Acceptation of the Word, Love, as 
it ſignifies a Paſſion, it is by no means to 


be aſcribed to God. 


Thus it is expreſſly declared in the firſt 


Article of our Church: There is but one 


living and true God, everlaſting ; without 


Body, Parts, or Paſſions 80 that you ſee 
what-Care and Caution we ought to uſe in 


this Caſe, in what Senſe we affirm, God 


is Love; as Love, in the common and uſual 
Signification of the Word, is generally 
underſtood to be a Paſſion. 

But it muſt be obſerved at the fame 
Time, that there are many Things we 


perceive, and are very ſenſible of, kh 
are much better underſtood by Experience 


and common Obſervation, than they can 
be explained and made intelligible by the 
moſt accurate Definition, or the exacteſt 
Deſcription : And ſuch is Love; which 


we are all of us more or leſs fondle of, 


and more truly feel within our Breaſts, 
than we' can poſlibly define or deſcribe it 
by any Words. Whence we ſee the Diffi- 
culty and Nicety to treat on this Subject, 


ſo as to be fully and clearly underſtood; 


and yet at the fame Time to make no 


Miſtake, and to aſſert nothing but what 


may juſtly and properly, and acccording 
to 


GOD % Love. 
to holy Scripture, be affirmed of God. 
In o to which End, I beg leave to 


9 make uſe of a Diſtinction, which I think 


may be truly made, between the moral 


Virtue of Love, and the ſenſitive Paſſion; 


the former ſeated in the intellectual and 
rational Soul, and the latter in the Body 
by the Organs of Senſe and Concupiſ- 

cence ; the one raiſed and excited in us by 


our Underſtanding, and Reaſon, and Judg- 


ment, the other by our carnal Deſire and 
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Imagination; the one a divine and hea- 


venly Grace, the ather a ſenſual and bru- 
tiſh Gratification, 

Now for the more eaſy A pprehenfon of 
what I ſhall advance upon Us Subject, I 
ſhall premiſe the following Definition of 


Love. 2 


Love is a State of Pleaſure, which the 


Mind takes in the Perfection of its Ob- 


But 1 defire it may be i” HEY that I 
place the Seat of Love in our reaſonable 


and intellectual Nature, and not in our 


animal and ſenſitive Part. In which 
Senſe alone, it can be properly affirmed of 
God, that He is Love; and in the ſame 
Senſe only, can we truly be ſaid to love 


er Parts or 
Paſſions; ſo we muſt remove from him 
whatever 


God. For as -God. Aud , ee 
and ſimple Spirit, without ei 
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Sem. whatever is material or cot wWhat- 


ever is attended with any Diſorder or Dif- 


1 of Mind or Body in us, and a- 


ſcribe to him only what is ſedate and com- 


poſed, ſerene an leaſant, and delightful 
to ä the-yat 1 30 and moſt perfect In- 
tellect. Im a word, Whatever is con- 
ceived to be a Perfection and Excellence, 
is in general juſtly to be attributed to God; 


and whatever implies in it any Defect and 
- Impe ee is carefully to be removed | 


from him. 
this 1s a/ general Rule to be ob- 
ſerved in all Caſes, in our Apprehenſions 


and Reaſonings concerning the Divine 


Nature. And if we diligently obſerve this 
Rule, we ſhall be able to anſwer 
Objections, and remove great Difficulties, 


| which otherwiſe will ariſe in our reaſon- 


ing and diſcourſing about the Deity. The 
moſt natural and beſt-Notion or Idea we 
can form to ourſelves of God Almighty, 


8 that of the moſt perfect Being; arid 


conſequently, whatever we juſtly conceive 


to be a perfection, we truly believe to be 


in God; and on the contrary, every con- 
ceivable Imperfection we rightly remove 
from him. To apply this Rule to our 
particular Caſe. Love, as it is a Paſſion 
in the common Acceptation of the Word, 
cannot truly and properly be — 


GOD # Love. 


| | 
a | 
; 8 
% * 


God, nor o ht we upon a account Serm. 
e hrs ee of Love X 


in God, which we obſerve in Men, which 
too often argue the greateſt Weakneſs and 


Infirmity in Man. But then as this Evil 


and Imperfection, ſo frequently attending 
Love 21 ariſes from * — 
and brutiſh Part of ourſelves, which ſome-- 
times changes the very Nature of this Af- 


fection, and gives it another Name; fo 


we . rm the pure and chaſt' and 
intelle Virtue, which is a 1 
Property, from the ſenſual and bruti 

Paſſion, which is corporeal and earthly, 
and ſinks us don into the Condition of 
Beaſts. LN 


And as Love thus ſeated in the Mind 
and Intellect is an Attribute the moſt ex- 
cellent and perfect, we may juſtly impute 
it to God, as a Being endued with all Ex- 


cellence and Perfection. And in this Senſe 
only I deſire to be underſtood, and to in- 
terpret the Words of St Jobn, God is Love. 


IT. I ſhall endeavour to prove the 
Truth of this Propoſition, God is Love. © 
As the Mind by its Senſation and Intel- 
lect perceives the Nature and Properties 
of Things, and by its Rationality diſeerns 
their peculiar Excellence and Perfection, 


and by its moral Senſe approves of, and 
; of. ; on. 18 


i% 


. 
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is pleaſed with their Virtues and Digni- 
ties; ſo from hence proceeds its love of 


chem. And as different Things have 
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different Natures and Qualities, by which 


ſome are more or leſs Excellent than 


others; ſo they are more or leſs grateful 
and agreeable to the Mind and Under- 


ſtanding. And as from the Properties 


and Proportions of Things there ariſe 
reciprocal Reſpects and Relations of them 


to one another, from whence appear cer- 
tain Reaſons: and Rules of Action ſuita- 
ble and conformable to them; ſo this Con- 


formity is pleaſing and amiable to every 
ure and rational Being, whoſe Under- 


ſtanding is not perverted, nor moral Senſe. 


corrupted, nor Will depraved. Hence 


- derives the Love of all Truth and Righ- 


teouſneſs, which every rational Being en- 
joys, who retains his original Rectitude 
of Nature, and moral Senſe, wherein is 

laced the Seat of Love. And therefore 

deſire it may be obſerved, that in this 
Diſcourſe I mean by Love, an Affection 
of the Mind, ſeated in the intellectual 


and reaſonable Nature of any Being. 
I have already ſaid, that Love is a State 


of Pleaſure, which the Mind takes in the 


Perfection of its Objects. But the Ob- 


jects of the Divine Mind, are originally 
and primarily the Ideas of the Divine Per- 


fections; 


. 
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fections; and becauſe theſe Perfections | Serm. 
are eternal and infinite, therefore the Di- X. 
vine Love muſt be ſo too; and in gener a! 
the Love of God muſt be proportionable, 
and commenſurate in all Reſpects to his 
moſt pure, and perfect, and excellent Na- 
- Becauſe God Almighty is the moſt 
worthy and excellent Being, therefore he | 
is the moſt amiable, and the Love of , 
Himſelf moſt ardent ; becauſe he is un- 
changeable in his Nature, therefore his 
Love is moſt conſtant ; becauſe all the 
Beauties and Glories of the Deity are in- 
finite, therefore his Love of them is equal 
adequate to them all; and as all agree to 
make God Almighty the moſt happy Be- 
ing we can conceive, and as Love is no- 4 
thing elſe but the Pleaſure and Delight of 1 
the Mind, in the Perfection of its beloved 4 * 
Objects, which when they are preſent to it, '4 
conſtitute its Happineſs; 1 as God ts | 
ever preſent to himſelf; ſo he muſt be for 
ever pleaſed and deli ghted with himſelf, 
and therefore the mo perfect Love. 


But here let it be conſidered, that as 

the Perfection of the Object is the Begin- 

ning and Reaſon of Love; ſo this Virtue 

- depends upon the intellectual and rational 

F _— and moral Senſe : The — 
0 


G GOD is Lovs. 


eu. of the 1 28 
really ex my in Idea; and | 
bee be peel by the Under- 


„and * of in the Judg- 
ment, and found agreeable to the moral 
Senſe; then follows the Reaſon, which in- 
duces and excites the Mind to the Love of 
it. So that all Love, as it is a moral Vir- 
tue, is grounded on Reaſon and Under- 
ſtanding and Diſcretion, and proceeds from 
the judgment and Approbation and E- 
ſteem of the true Worth and Dignity of 
its Object. Now God Almighty, as he 
is endued with the Reaſon, and is 
infallible in his Underſtanding and Judg- 
ment, and perfectly knows the Nature, 
and Properties and Virtues of all Things 
either actually or poſſibly exiſting ; ſo fi 
Re@itude of Nature will induce him to 
love and affect every Object of his Mind, 
N RE to the Dignity and Excellency 
Ot it | 
Al Love 18 founded f in Badem, and 
Eſteem in Judgment, and Judgment i in 
1 and Knowledge in the Per- 
e of the Nature and Properties of 


ew There can be no Love of any 
| 17 ho is unknown, or that 1s not 
—_— and valued. | 


— Thefirſt and great Object of God's Love, 
is his own moſt pure and perfect OT, 


' GOD x Lovs. | 
and infinite Excellencies. A Being 


ſo 
pure, ſo perfect, ſo holy, fo righteous, ſo p 


, to Juſt, ſo excellent, muſt be an Ob- 
ject infinitely amiable, pleaſing and de- 
lightful to every uncorrupt and J 
diced Mind. And as the divine Perfec- 
tions were for ever amiable and delightful 
to God, from all Eternity paſt, ſo will they 
be to all Eternity to come. 

But when it pleaſed God freely to make 
a Tranſcript of his own Perfections, and 
to draw a finite Image and Similitude of 
himſelf in his Creatures, the Reſemblance 
they bore of his own moſt amiable Ex- 
cellencies, could not but be in their Pro- 
portion lovely and pleaſing to him, and 
attract his Favour and Kindneſs towards 
them: God originally loved his own Crea- 
tures in their Ideas, which pre-exiſted in 
the divine Mind before their Formation; 
and becauſe the xg Creation — the 
World appeared ſo and ct in 
its Kind, ſo 1 to 8 ap- 
proved of by him; for that Reaſon, God 
freely, and of his own good Pleaſure, and 
in his own good Time, granted his Al- 
mighty Fiat for the actual Being and 
Production of all Things, both viſtble and 
inviſible, out of nothing. 

And as the Love of all Righteouſneſs 
and Goodneſs was the Motive and Induce- 
f ment 
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| GOD i Lo vf. 
ment in God to give Being to all his Crea- 
tures, and to. endue them ſeverally with 
their peculiar Natures and Properties; ſo 
the ſame Love of Righteouſneſs and Good- 
neſs. diſpoſes him to preſerve and govern 
them according to their Natures, wherein 
conſiſts the Providence and Kingdom of 


God; and all God's Creatures are, or ought 


to be, ſubſervient and obedient to his 
Laws and Commands: And particularly, 
rational and free Agents, ate obliged to 


act as becomes true and faithful Subjects 
to their Sovereign Lord and King. 


While they thus behave themſelves, God 


70 pleaſed 220 delighted with them; but 


— 5 they N his Laws, he cannot 
but be diſpleaſed and angry with them, 


and reſent che Affront and Indignity of- 


fered to his divine Majeſty. And in De- 
fence and Vindication of his righteous 


Government and holy Laws, punith them 
according to their Demerits, or require a 


ſuitable Amends and Satisfaction to be 


made to his injured Righteouſneſs and 


Holineſs. This the eſſential Rectitude of 


his divine Nature, his perfect Love of all 


Truth and Righteouſneſs, the Wiſdom and 
Juſtice of his Adminiſtration, the Honour 


and Dignity and Glory of his ſupreme 


Kingdom, obliged him to inſiſt upon; nor 
co n he conliſtently with his Purity and 


Holineſs 


. - GOD « Love. 
Holineſs otherwiſe remit the Offences of 
his rebellious Creatures. But when Man 


by Sin had vitiated and corrupted his Na- 


ture, incurred the divine Diſpleaſure, and 
conſequently continued no longer the ſame 


Serm. 
. ; 


: 2 


Object of God's Favour and Love, and 


a proper Subject of his righteous King- 


dom, as he was at firſt, and originally 


deſigned and created to be; yet as he was 
ſeduced to Sin by the Tempter, his Caſe 
was pitiable, and therefore God would 


not finally caſt off all further Thought 


and Conſideration about him, but found 
out a Method of ſhewing Mercy to him 


forgiving his Sins, Faith in 
Chriſt, and ſincere Repentance l Obe - 
dience of Life for the future. M which 


Method, God's Love and Righteouſneſs in 


general is manifeſt, which was the In- 
ducement to contrive our Redemption in 
ſuch an amazing manner, by the Death 


and Paſſion of Chriſt. For the End and 


Deſign of God in ſending our Saviour into 
the World, was, to reduce us to Obedi- 
ence and Allegiance as his dutiful Sub- 
jects, and to reconcile us to himſelf by 


rendering us Righteous, and fit and pro- 


| Objects of his Love and Mercy through 
Chriſt. And therefore when in Scripture 
it is ſaid of God, b will have all Men 


to be ſaved, it is added, in the very next 
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as 
indeed, as all 


ner, as the great Creator and Lord ef ail 


Don 15.1% Nia Excellency 


nic 7s Eben 
cy flows and iderives to any of ls 
„ Creatures But this leads me, 
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I To confirm and iluſtrate the Truth 


et: nh ve ſaid, e 
1 3; 


che Tho Aon of Mind @ the Spring 


in{'Reudtain” of all Goodneſs, «which is 


the Act and Exerciſe of Love; and both 
i r were the Cauſe, which rf mov- 
| d induced God to begin the Crea- 
2 and to endue all his Creatures with 
their ſeveral Gifts and Properties, accord- 
. ng to the Dignity and Excellence of their 

iar Natures. Becauſe God loved his 
reatüres in their Ideas, which he con- 
erte of them in his Mind, before their 


real: and actual Exiſtence, for the Good 


and Virtue he deſigned them, and foreſaw 
in them; cherefore he was ſo good and 

boumifal to them, as to bring them all 
SG by his Tower, and 


partetar N ature, — all its Properties 
and Qalities : Whence ſprung up into 
| all the Degrees and Orders of An- 
— and Nen, and this Univerſe of Crea 
_ -tures, to the Praiſe and Glory of his great 
Name, and to the Good and Benefit and 
pun r of * whole ee 


* # { 5 
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GOD! is Love 
This von great and illuſtrious Inſtance 
of God's Lo.. 261131621 3 


And not only the Multitade ph” Va- 
| of the ſeveral Creatures in the World, 
oe g and aſtoniſhing, ' but their 
P on and Beauty in their ſeveral Kinds 


and — is moſt admirable. So that 
it may be moſt truly ſaid of all Soxts of 
Creatures, they are good and perfect in 


their Kind; and, as they — came out 


e©Gdd's Hands, theyallarforeed Is Bug 
and in their Production. 
This may be ſaid of every :ndividual 
Creature, conſidered fingly by itſelf ;; bus 
if we vie it with reſpect to the 
Parts of the Creation, its Goodneſs a 


zs in its Place and Proportion uſeful and 
ſubſervient and beneficial to its Fellow- 
Oreatures. 80 that every Creature con- 
tributes his Share and Proportion to the 
Good and Benefit, Order and Beauty of 
the whole Creation, and —— them ken 
together, appear better th m to 
_ when obſerved and — apart 
themſelves alone. Wherefore God, 


ſaw every Thing that he had made, alters 


his Stile, and does not ſay, as he had ſaid 
before, that it was good, wn pronoun- 
ces en 


P 3 How 


Virtue is not confined to itſelf alone, but 


_ e had finiſhed the Creation, and 


al 
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ee ga 
e Gan we 010 this ſtately Edifibe 
= „World, the immenſe Sphere of 
Stars foot evi Orb of che Sun 
9 k the Moon, and not — 
the Power of the Almig Kren w. 
If we obſerve the oli olurions 
the Planets, their certain Periods, and t 
due Diftances from the Sun, and from 
one another, what Wiſdom appears in ad- 
juſting their Motions, and dete 


their Orbits? The regular Return of 


Seaſons, the Succeffion of ee Night 
the kindly Influences of the El 


, th 


E 
| 1255 arr all its Productions and Fur 


ture, fitted . 15 # for our Reception and 
ntertainment, are all plain Probfs and 


ſenſible eden of Gods 9 = 


Goodneſs and loving Kindneſs towards 1 


And the various and different Kinds hon: 


Creatures both rational and irrational, 


animate and inanimate, according to their 
ſeveral Kinds and Natures, their peculiar 
Meaſures and Degrees of Perfection, and 


their mutu al Relations to one another, all 
conducive and fubſervient to the Order 


and Beauty and Happineſs of the Uni- 
verſe in general, abundant! 
| 2 Love and Goodrieſs 


* nfs 


a in the es- 10 


Not only Creation ie the World, | 
Things "therein, but the continual 
E Preſervation 


"= 


G4 QU Loys, 

Preſervation of every Thing in Being. 
with all its Powers and Facukies, accord- 
ing to its Nature, State, and Condition, 
. is owing te the Love and Kindneſsof God, 
0 upboldeth ol Things by the Ward of bis 
Power, and by whom all gs, bomb in 
en and Each do conſiſt. 
ton and Preſervation do in themſelves 
but little differ from one another, with 
reſpoct to God; for his Prefervation. of 
the World, is a ſort of continual Cxea- 
tion of it; for thould he once refuſe and 
deny his univerſal Influence and Aſſiſtance 
to his Creatures, ſhould he take away his 
Hang and withdraw his Concurrence and 
Co-operation with them, the Warld would 
immediately fall back again into Nothin 
and vaniſh into its primitive Nanni. 
ence. 

5 the Breath of God's Mouth was 
the World raiſed up into Being out of 
Moos and by the ſame js it preſerved 

wr, 5 both the Matter and the Form 

of th orld depen Tue f. pan Code atul 


his good Will and Pleaſure. 

| For ax God. is a Spirit, he is always exert- 
ing his ſpiritual Powers and Faculties; 
and as God is an eternal and omnipreſent 
Spirit, he is at all Times and in all Places 


with his Creatures, enabling them 
| to OR * e their ſeveral vital Func- 
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Ave and move, and bare our Being; 
ſame Reaſon holds good for his conſtant 


And F riendſhip, and of entring into Com- 


60D is Loys 
Natures hakath wen to each 
them. Thus the gt Paul, ex- 
y aſſerts of Mankind i in particular; 


| = him, ſays he, that is in God, ue 
and the 


and continual Co-operation. with all his 


Creatures.: Noc Þ A 15212207 


„ eee nb FS 


gument to prove the Love of God ex- 


tended to all his Creatures, but to Man 


more particularly, whom alone God is 


ſaid in Scripture te ſrve; that is, who is 
mA eee e 


lar Object of God's Love. 


And for a fuller Proof of God's 12 
and Goodneſs to his Creatures, we may 
obſerve his providential Care and Concern 
for them, in the plentiful Proviſion be 
hath made for x 4 comfortable -Subſift- 
ence, and Support and Welfare of them. 
But if we — Mankind as ſocial 
Creatures, naturally deſirous of Society 


munities for their mutual Support and 
Defence; and common Good, and con- 
ſequently of living together under Laws 

and Government; from hence it is mani- 
feſt, God deſigned there ſhould be different 


Degrees and Offices of Ts as * 
an 


G.0D is Love. 


ſelves into States and and * 


maintain Order and Peace 
romote Concord and Unanimity and 
| ue! among themſelves; which is a moſt 
excellent Practice, and therefore moſt 
le to God, as the Author of Peace 
and Lover of Concord; whole Service is 
perfect Freedom, and whoſe Kingdom of 
everlaſting Truth and Righteouſneſs is 
the ſupreme Excellence and Perfection. 


Theſe are ſome Arguments of God's 


Love towards all his Creatures in 


— 


and to Men more eſpecially, taken from 


their Creation and his Preſervation of this 
World, and from the divine Providence. 
But, 2 691 n 
0 340, There is one great Argument ſtill 
remaining of God's ineſtimable Love to 
Mankind, which well deſerves to be conſi- 
dered by us, vis. The Redemption of 
the World by our Lord and Saviour Jeſus 
Chriſt. Thes is the Myſtery which bath been 
hid from Ages on. eau, but now us 


made manifeſt. & Col. i. 26. 


And this gracious! Diſpenſation of Mer- 
ey and —— — of the ſinful Sons 
of 8 offended God, is moſt ex- 
preſily aſcribed in holy Scripture to the 
great HONG of Gow rot e 
40 due 3 102323 An 03 1 
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. * 


Senn. Nur God fo loved the World, faith St Juhu, 
858 ſosven brlitveth in om, ſhould not 


 mendeth Einer end 1, faith: 
in that whilt we were: yet Sinners, Cir dd 
Jer un. And 
Verſe following m my Text, adds, In this 


GOD! &. Love: 


that he gave is only begotton Sur, that ae 


but have overlafting TI. But God 


again, St Joby, in the next 


was \the Love of God towards Ws, 
becauſe that God ſent his only begotten Son into 


_ the World, bal vs might believe through 
bim. Herem il Love; not that ue loved 


God, but that he lowed ws, and ſent his San 
70 be the Propitiation for our Sins. This is 


particularly mentioned by this Apoſtle, 
as a — and an evident 


Proof of the great Truth declared in the 


Words of my Text, God i, Love. 

But the Means made uſe of by God to 
effect this glorious Reſtoration 2 Exal- 
tation of Mankind, immenſely heighten 
and illuſtrate God's Love Merey to 
us. So vehemently, ſo highly, fo ſtrangely, 
ſo far beyond our Expectation, beyond 


our Hope, and even our Imagination, 


did God love the World, that he gave, 


not only his Son, but his one and only 


begotten Son, the Brightneſs of his Glory 


and - expreſs Image of his Perſon, to be- 
come Man, and to take our Nature u 


him with all its Infirmities and Miſeries, 
Sin 


GOD #x Love, 

Sin only excepted; and to live in a poor, Serm. 
mean, and deſpicable Condition, to un- 
dergo the higheſt Affronts and Indigni- 
ties, Abuſes and Contradiftion of Sin- 
ners; and at laſt, for our Sins and for our 
Sake to ſuffer the moſt and ig- 
nominious Death, even'the Death of the 
Croſs, that we might live through him. 
Herein is Love, ſaith St Fohn, not "that we 
loved God, but that he loved ut, and ſent bis 
Son to be the Propitiatiom for our Sins, I 
ſhall conclude with the Exhortation of the 
Apoſtle in the next Words, Beloved, if 
God ſo loved us, we ought alſo 70 love one 


another. 
Which that we may all do, God of his 


infinite Mercy grant, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, Auen. 1 OV. 
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1 Jonx IV. 9. 
Jn this was manifeſted the Love of God towards 
us, becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 
Son into the World, that ue * hve 
| Lhrongh: bim. | | 


T- — receding Verſe, the Apoſtle i in ; 
Words declares, that God 12. 


1 That 1 1 2 Love! is an eſſen- 
tial and peculiar of the — 
Nature; 4 — a” wee 


as I W nl Eile to — * the 


Eſſence of God. And by 
—.— we — underſtand an Affection in 
and H appineſs of is Creatures, as far as 


nels ; 


is C ent with his Wiſdom and Holi- 


- 


_ 1222 don i as above | 

oy meld; wry 5 Rule of * divine 

| Actions a penſations, the Spring and 

— of which is — — 

exert _ Hence in ſuitable Acts of 

Be ne, is in general 

3 A illuſtrious In- 
e of this bind the 4 

ſpeciſies in the Words of my Text, In 4b 

was manifeſt, ce. 


From which Words, Kiste beokikitad, 
that the great Work of our Redemption 


originally aſcribed to the Love of God 
* In Webel bie Love 
. of this" Dove of Guy 
wards us, I ſhall now endeavour to ſet 
Törth in this Diſcourſe. 
Here occur two Things aa tobe 
ein re | 
1333 4. The N. Mex Gedwas ig, 
4 ur of to bring about anll Acco ur 
. Salvation, by ſending — n 
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this Expreſſion, that we might live 


— him, ſuppoſes, that had not our 
bleſſed Saviour come into the World to 
redeem Mankind, we muſt have all pe- 
riſned. This St Job: in his Goſpel in ex- 
preſs Words declares ; God jo led the 
—— that be gave his only Con, 
 believeth in bin ſoould net 
Which is 


Senſe and Meaning. To ſhew therefore 
the Greatneſs of God's Love towards us 
— 8 will be proper ee g 


15 af The Miſery rom which he delvera 
us. And then, —— 
ad, The Happincs to which he hath 
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 Serin. Original Sin of our firſt Parents, and why 
. e actual and onal Tranſgreſſio 


in like Bir! ar the Whole Race of Man- 
kind, by their Diſobedichce, became ob- 


at his Creation, being made and deſigned 
by God to be Immortal, and his Happi- 
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| of his Maker,” as far as he is capable f 
1 imitating and reſembling him, the Loſs 
7 | and Deprivation of this Favour and Image 


— 


Remorſe and Anguiſh, Vexation and Tor- 
ment, to think and reflect upon his Folly 


ſo kind and gracious a Creator and Bene- 
a factor. as God had been to him. 
Theſe Reflections alone upon his un 
worthy, baſe and ungrateful Behaviour 
towards his great Creator, muſt make him 
baba me within himſelf, and fl 
Him perpetu Regret and Torture, 
| without the Infliction of any Ben ran Pain 
7Y And Miſery, denounced” by 


if to theſe Reflections we add the Fear and 
Dread of the Puniſhment which God 
Had expreſſiy threatened to execute upo 
"Adam, if he taſted the forbidden Frdit 
i the poſitive Pains of _ 4.2 accum 


us all. By Adams Dis b. wie kat 
noxious to everlaſting Miſery.” 'For Mart 


neſs conſiſting in the Favour and Image 


muſt be the Source and Spring of eternal 
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into, by his Sin and Provocation of God's 
Juſt. Diſpleaſure and Anger? And if to the 
Greatneſs;of this Sin and Miſery we. annex 


the Conſideration of its everlaſting Dura- 

tion and Continuance, how muſt the De- 
ſpair of any End to this inſupportable 
Miſery OS increaſe -and aggravate the 


Load and Weight of it? 
No this everlaſting Miſery is the Con- 
an of our Immortality; for an im- 


mortal Sinner cannot but be everlaſtingly 


miſerable. But that God made Man to 


de immortal may be thus proved. It is 
clear and exident. from ſeveral - expreſs 
Texts of Scripture in the New Teſtament, 


that there ſhall be a general Reſurrection 
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GodA ty . e and predetermin- 
Beginfling. And this being 


an intelligent and wiſe Being, muſt 
ve prog hy End to himſelf, when 
e at firſt made Man. Therefore becauſe 
there will moſt certainly be a future and 


| WmMmortal State, and becauſe this muſt be 
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fiderativn, and itiftead of delivering him 
| „ Death, according to 

e Demerit and juſt Guilt of his Crime, 
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 ,  ** Aﬀtence and Continuance.in Being. 
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3 euter. ee, I have jet before tbee this 
3 . and Good, Death: and 3 . 
by Life and Death is to be 1 $e .* 
! Bleſſings: and Curſes, they were 
to expect in this * World their Obe- 
* , Mence,or Diſobedience to the Law of God. 
o. it is ſaid, 27 ſball keep my Statutes aud 
ny" 5: my Judgments ; which if a Man do, be ſhall 
_ hives in them; i. e. he ſhall poſſeſs and enjoy 
all the Benefits and Bleſſings of this pre- 
ft Life. And therefore the Statutes an 
Judgments of the Jewiſh Law are calle 
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f And in ew. Teſtament our ut | 
14 ö a immortal State of Bleſſedneſs is de- 
Matth. noted by Life. Thus, It is better for. thee 
i. 8. 7 enter into Life, halt or mai med, rather 
1 , than baving two Randt or tu Feet to be ca 
1 _ Into everlaſting Fire.” So again, N thoy - 
15 Matth. n enter 7 Life, keep the Commandments. 
wx. 17. And in St Jahn it is tn He 26 be- 
John ill. Levetb on the Son, bath ever aft 5 — 4 
36. ' be that believeth not the Son, nor ſe 
Life, but the Wrath » Cd 9 0 in ag 
Hence we meet with the Expreſſions of 
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| ro Life 7. Now in theſe Trete 
of bly Wis Life does not barely 887 
s Duration of ace . . 


81 1 g; but an ichmortal State of Gloty and 
", Happineſs. For fimply to have our 
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wi any other Confideration, is in . 


indifferent Matter, not worth our wiſhing 


or deſiring i it; becauſe it may be the Foun- "ſp 


or our wo and it is much better and 
more deſirable not to be at all, than to he 
| . and miſerable. Therefore by 

Life muſt be meant à bleſſed and happy 
State, and by eternal. Life an endleſs 133 
infiniteState of immortal Joy and Felicity. 
Such is the bleſſed State, which our Saviour 
hath Purchaſed and procured for us, and 


* dation and Baſis either of * our Happineſs 


ſuch will be the Reward and Crown of 


our Faithfulneſs and Obedience to him. 


This God out of pure Love and Affection 
hath from the Beginning projected and 
deſigned for us; and in che Fulneſs of 
Time gave us certain Aſſurance of, by ac- 
tually ſending his only begotten ' Son into 
; Yo orld, that we might live through 


II. 10 come now to conſider the Means 
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Heſſed Saviour was pleaſed to condeſeend 
| nd ſubmit to, when he apprarad int the 1 
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8 za, The Mifery-avd Unworthigeß = 
the Perſons for whoſe Salvation Chriſt was 
content to un the greateſt Abaſe- 
ment'of himſelf, and the molt barbarous 
; | n Aid Treatment. 1. 9199131 
$ /, The Dignity and Pearke® of t 
| Perſen God was pleaſed to ſend" into the 
| 5 Word; viz." bis only begotten San Stich 
1 | wal the Love Uf God towards us, that to 
effect and bn gon: Deſign of dur 
Salvation tted — , 
Soti to leave his Boſom and 
Embraces, and from the higheſt Heaven 
to come'dJown and live here upon t 
vile Earth. + YO Dro A one Dis: rae] 
No the Dignity-of Chrifrs Perſbm is 
' deſeribed and ſet forth in Seripture it very 
high and . Thus we read 
* in St Jahns Goſpet In the Beginning uu 
the Word, and the Wor d-was with God, and 
the Word was God. The! ſame* "is" in the 
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faffed me in the Beginning of his Way, before 22, 23. 
hrs Works of old. I was ſet up from ever 
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Was. 
This is more fully declared ! in 81 
Ports to the Col:hans, where our 
Redeemer is called the Image of the inviſible Colol. l. 
Creature. For 5.16. 17. 
by bim were all Things ereated that are in 
Heaven, and that ore in Barth, viſible and 


 Invifible, 0hether they be Thrones, | ef Dum. 


_ or Principakties, or Powers : All 
wore reed in m and for bim; 
= ngs, ond by him all 


| \ Things 2 Such 4 the faperlative 


-Dignaty and Excellency, of our bleſſed 


Lerd and Saviour; and b * | 
ſo wonderful and Angus muſt be his | 


Condeſcenſion to come down from Hea- 


ven to deelare the Will of his Father to 
us. Ne Man bath ſeen God at any time, john i. 18. * 


faith St Fobn, the. only begotten Son, which 
i i the Boſs of the Father, be bath de- 
alared bim. 
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> * 3 us obſerve the — 
| and Dearnef of our great Lord and Sa- 
* e to his eternal Father, implied in 
| the Words, hit only begotten on." Such 
was he aftoniſhing”” Love and Goodneſs ' 
of God 2 4 epher, ry Beef rather than we 
ſiould periſh, * tus _ 
and Aleks bego Fr Son, and 
to ſuffer a oft cruel and — 
Death for our Sakes and in grominious 
S8Sod had before at ſeveral Times ſent his 
++ Meſſengers and Miniſters, the Patriarchs 
= and Prophets, to teach and inſtruct Man- 
L kind, and to make known. to them his 
3 Will and Pleaſure: But theſe were no more 
1 than His Creatures. and Servants ; whereas 
4 our bleſſed Saviour was his only begotten. 
1 Soil. after ſuch an eminent and tranſcen- 
.Y dent Manner, as there never was any 
| other Perfon ſo nearly related to God, or 


took of the divine Nature: 


= "ri into the World, 0 be the Propitigtion 
en for our Sins. This is illuſtrated at large 
— 14 mn: the firſt Chapter of the Epiſtle to the 
1 # | "Hebrews ; God, ſays the Apoſtle, who at 
XY fine Times. and in divers Manner, ſpake. 

5 in time paſt unto the Fathers by the! Pro- 

BY 4167 in theſe laſt Days ſpoken unto us 

| bis Son. And then he proceeds to give 

| the Chara of our bleſſed Saviour, _ 
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purged aur Sins, ſat down an the right Heng. 
of the Majeſty an ligb: being ſo much beiter 
2 Angels,. as be batb I Inheritance | 
ed a more excellent Name 5 * | We 
Fur unto, which of the Angels ſaid. be am *'- * 
time, Thou art my Sang Lips Day 50 4 | 
| begatten tbee? ö 
AAU Creatures, both viſible and invilible, | 5 
animate and inanimate, are ſaid to be the, - _ - 
Works of God; and both Mrnand Ang on. 
are ſometimes called the Sons of b Buy 
we read no where in Scripture 0 135 Per- 
ſon who is ſtiled the only on of 
God, but our bleſſed Lord and Saviour, 
whe, muſt therefore bear the neareſt Rela-. 
to his Father, and conſequently be 

deareſt to him; For he. recezved from pet. l. 
God the Father Honour and Glory, auben there 17. 
came ſuch g Voice to him from the excellent. 
Glory, This 1s my beloved en in whom 1 
am well pleaſed. | 
Now from this Dearneſs of our Saviour 

to his Father, let us learn to admire the 
Loving kindeh and Mere Ks ſped. to Air 

Sons of Men, in 

beloved and only begotten OS — "ey 
Word u to take our Nature ypon him, and 
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- '24hy, The low and . Efinteour 
bleſſed Saviour was pleaſed to'condeſcent 
and ſubmit to, when he appeared in the 
World, is another Argument and:Proof 
of the great Love and Goodneſs God ſhews 
ed to Mankind in effecting and accomt- 
pliſhing their Salvation. Had God the 
Son appeared in the Perſon of one of the 


heavenly Choir, even of the higheſt Or- 
der; had he aſſumed the Form of an An- 
gel, or Archangel, Cherubim or Seraphim, 
it had been great Condeſcenſion, and an 
Abaſement of his Dignity and Excellence, 
an 7 Echpſc of his * and Vp 3 
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| fuccour them that 
gre tempted.” "Chriſt, by taking our Nas 
Spree ture upon him, became ſubjett the 
i Law and Condition of our Natu „And 
was: obnoxious to all the Infirmities and 
"Weakneſs, Misfortunes and Pains and 
Paſfions, which we ourſelves feel and are 
| .  «cznſible/ofz and therefore by a Fellows 
{4 Feeling and Experience of our Frailty and | 
lxmpotency he became the more ready and 
willing to help us in time of Ned. 
expreſſes himſe to this pole, | Forafe Ver. 14, 
mach ther avthe: Children are Partakers' of *5: 
Niſb and Blood, he alſo bimſelf kew'ſt took 
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| Xl. © night. dete bim that had the Power of 

— Daurb, chat is, the Devil : And deliver them, 
* who" thratigh Fear of Death were all * . 
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1 8 2 by our Saviour 's t our. Na- 
EI N + tyre upon bim is ineſfimable, the Hon- . 
3 our done to our common Humanity is 
5 1 tranſcendent; not only while he converſed 
We Mankind here on Earth in their 
oyn. Shape and Form, but when he al. | 
F ' centled up into Heaven with the ſame hu- 
man Body, encom paſſed-with albthe Rays 
| | | © of Brightneſs and Glory. And we are af 
wn, fared by his Apoſtle St Paul, That be will 
cC̃ bange our vile Body, that it may be Jaſbion- 
ed like unto bis ghrious Bady, according 10 
the Working whereby be is able even ta ſub-. 
due all Things unto e, Fur both be 
Reb, i, that LaneHiferb, and they who are ſancti ified, 
ore all one : For which Cauſe he is not aſbam- 
d to call them Brethren.” How then ſhall 
we ſufficiently- teſtify. the juſt, Senſe wa 
bought to feel in our Breaſts of this mighty 
Goodneſs and Kindneſs of God to us, in 
| _ where's dignifying and exalting our 
weak, mortal, and corruptible Bodies to 
ſuch a Height of Glory and Excellency? » 
But our bleſſed Saviour was not only 
incarnate, that 18, * not only aſſume. 


our # 
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became a Man like ourſelves, but, what 4 ; 


is a greater Condeſcenſion and Abaſemetit, © 
he became a moſt miſerable Man, Man - 
e Sorrows and acquainted with. Grief;and * 
_ ſuffered all the Affronts and Indi . 
; br goin and Abuſes, Barbarity, and Cruelty | 
Wk incenſed, outrageous, - and furious 9 
$4 People. - "He gave his Back to the „ 
and bis Cheeks to them that plucked off be 
Hair: He hid not his Face From Shame and 
ä 2 0 He did not appear in the World 
e Grandeur Majeſty of an 
hly Prince, he came not to ſubdue his 
a Ene es and lead them captive in Tri- 
umph, he enjoyed neither the Riches, nor 
the Honours," nor the Pleaſüres, nor the ä 
Comforts of this Life; but became poor for Ca | 
our ſakes, that we through his Poverty mrgbt 9. | 
be rich. And this he did to inſtruct us | 
ho to make a right Judgment and Efti- .:. 
mate of Things; to put a Slur upon the | 
Pomps and Vanities of this ſinful World, 
and to teach us the Virtues of Humility 
ad Patience, Meekneſs and Contented- 
neſs, and 1 . 82 to the Will and 
Pleaſure of And let this Mind be in Phil j. 
. Js which was -alſs in Chrift Fe Feſus, who' be- * % 
ing in the Form of God, thought it not Rob- 
| to be equal with God. But made him- 
4 BEE no Reputation, and fook upon him the 
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and Agonies, and at laſt ſuch a ſhameful 
and cruel. Death, even the Death of the”. 
| endured. by Slaves and note- 
s Malefactors, that he might ſave and” 
dalliver u his moſt unworthy, baſe, and 
ſinful Creatures, from the bitter "Pains: of 
and Ce Wh einge mod 
| 0 te | 
the third and laſt Conſideration I: 
to take in Handi at this Time: T 16912 
gdh, The Miſery and Unworthineſs of 
the Perſons, for whoſt Salvation Chriſt 
was content to ſubmit to ſuch Abaſement 
of himſelf, and undergo ſuch barbarvus | 
Uſage and Treatment. And this Miſery: 
and Unworthineſs of Mankind to be made 
the Objects of ſo great Mercy and Bleſſod- 
neſo, as is implied in our Salvation, wilt | 
| very manifeſtly appear, if we conſſder the 
1 State and Condition of the World at the 
| Time when our Saviour was pleaſed to 
tf | 9 5 Come 
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Te in Wickedneſs. And in St Pauls Epiſ- 19. 
tle to the Romans we have 2 large and full Rom. i. 
Account of the abominable Sins and Vices 
guilty of. In the Epiſtle 
te we have a Deſcription of 
their former Sinfulneſs and 
faith, the Apoſtle, bath Chrift .quickened, ' © 
who were dead in Treſpaſſes and Sim, where- 
in in Time ye walked according to the 
Gaurſe — World, according to the Prince 
of the of the Air, the Spirit that now 
worketh in the Children of: Diſabedience. 
When the whole World had thus cor- 
rupted itſelf, had it been made known to 
Men, Pernage re. ſome 
eat re into u a 
— very extraordinary Occaſion, what l 
they Kava thought of or expected, but that 
God wWas about —— his 1 * 
udgment upon them, and taking Ven- 
: for all their audacious and impious 
1— and Offences? But what 
ſurprizing Love and Mercy muſt it plain- 
IV appear to be, when they are told that 
this illuſtrious Perſon was come to bring 
the good News and glad Tidings of Sal- 
vation to them, and Deliverance —_— 
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* theis ue Fears and Anzieties, upom 
| 2 eh denne, and Conditions of Faith 
hs and Repentanee for all their Sins paſt, and 
i a finecre Obedience to God's Laws; and a 

tttorough Amendment of their Lives for 
333 T This muſt aſtoniſſ and a- 
x ' mazethe World, to hear of ſuch undeſerv- 14 
ed and unexpected Propoſals of Peace and 1 
Reconeiliation with God; and that God 

6 himſelf, whom they had fo highly offend- 
cel, and provoked to. execute his Wrath 
and ation againſt them, ſhould be 
1 firſt Projector and Contriver of the 

Means to bring about this bleſſed Work; | 
and that too in ach a wonderful Way, as 
85 ſending his only begotten Son to take | 

dur Nature upon him, and to ſuffer |. 
Death upon the Croſs, that we might live . 
thro him. Herein is Love, ſaith St Jobn, c 
not that we loved God, but that he 2 , 
and ſent his Son to be a Proprtiation for our | 
4. 10 ry Such a tender Regard; ſuch an af- | 
fectionate Pity and Compaſſion, did God 
ſhew towards the miſerable and diſobe- 
dient Children of Men, that when they 

were without Hope of Deliverance, and 
had no Expectation of Pardon, but Pu- 
niſhment for their Diſobedience, and had 

no Thoughts of an Interceſſor for them, 
either in Heaven or Earth; he ſet his in- 

TP Wiſdom at work to projet the moſt 
admirable 


S a OOY a 
gane erte Scheme fp Re- N. —- 
demptign through our Lord and Saviour WL 
Joſus Chrift, .; Fir *Gud ſo oped the Bel e. 
that he gave his only begotten San, that whi- 16: 
ſoever believethn bins haul not Nrilb, 2 4 
| have everlaſting 1 Lie. W > 

ge Oo On _ 

our nw yet greater 
and more Wann we conſider, 
that by our Sins an e e e 8 
come Enemies to God, Traitors and Re- 
bels againſt his divine Majeſty, his Au- 
thority and Government; and that, con- 
ſiſtently, with. his Juſtice and Holineſs,” 
and the Wiſdom of his Adminiſtration, -- 
he could not become reconciled to us, and 
receive us again into his Grace and Fa- 
vour without any Amends and Satisfaction 
made to his. juſt and righteous Laws, 
which we did not offer to make; and that 
therefore it behoved our Saviour to offer 
up himſelf à Sacrifice for our Sins, and 

by his moſt ecious Blood to obtain our 
Fardon, with the Remiſſion of the Guilt 
and Puniſhment we had incurred. And 
that when God was under this Obligation 
to maintain the Honour and Dignity. of his 
Government, and to vindicate his divine 
Attributes of Juſtice, Purity and Holineſs, 
that Men might not be uboldatied and 
ebene to go 4 in their ly 2 

r 


3»; 
th , 
5 


2 


1 Logs apa Goode 


due Niue Chrif Lhe ba 
- Farm pe gs Ales 
t. peraguenture far an: ſomę W | 
_ oo 40 die. "Bir ines bit 
Se 1 4 in that "while we were yet 


die d for 2s * 56k 3 3+ 2&6 is; 
V 7 5 of Gratitude, and Praiſe 
can we TAKE 1, to. On moſt gracious God 
and his, moſt dear Ain the U Nas for. ſuch 
th, in con- 
curring to effect our ee in this 
Manner and Method, which ſurpaſſes our 
higheſt Thoughts and Conceptions fully 
to Mears * What 1 have 
we to comply with oy moſt. merciful 
n and In tention of God to Maas us 
aven in ſuch a Way, Which, at the 
ane Time it conſults e . Honour and 
. Glory of God, is ſo 1 5 fitted and 

adapted to the Condition and. N ature o 

Man? Which requires of us nothing but 
at is for our Good and Advantage and 
IS. generally in this preſent Lite ; 


and 


Of _Y Love in our Rami, 243 
a*n@Which does fo tranſcendently provide Soros 
for our immortal State of Glory and Bleſ- —_—_ 
ſedneſs in the next. Therefore ur bugbt 10 Heb: ii. 
the mr carneſt Heed to the bings '» 2, 3. 
which we have beard, leſt at any Time" we 
ſhould ler them flip. Por if the Word ſpoken 
Angeli was fiedfaft, and every Tranſgreſ- 
2 and Diſobetience received a juſt Recom- 
pence of Reward; how ſhall we eſcape if we 
5 ſo greut Sabvation? God, obo at ſun- Heb. l. 
dry times and in divers manners Habe i in tine 
paſt unto the Fathers by the Prophets, hath 
in theſe laft Days ſpoken unto us by his Son. 
Therefore let us hear him, for God hath 
A more - to ſend to us. 2 us there- Heb. iv. 
- Fore fear, leſt a Promiſe being left us M en- 
ry into his Reſt, je of” 4 4 on 
ort of it. Seeing therefore it remaineth, Heb. iv. 
that ſome muſt enter therein, let us labour to % 11. 
enter into that Reſt. Which God of his 
infinite” Mercy grant that we may all 
do, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord ; to 
whom, Ge. | 
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8 E R N 0 N XII. 


of the Univerſality of Ons 
ERedemption. | 


* 


p 


__— Ws % 57. * — — rn — , 


* 


| n 4. 


| Who will have a A to W in bn fo 
come unto the Knowledge of the Truth. 


Paul 22 his Son Timothy, That Al 

N of all Supplications, Prayers, In- FN! 
peut oh and giving of Thanks be made for * = 
all Men: For Kings, and all that are in | 
Authority, that we may lead a quiet and 

89 ee Life in all Godlineſs and Honeſtly. 
And as a Motive and Inducement to this 
Practice, he adds in the next Words, For , Tim. :: 
this is good and acceptable in the Sight 3. 
God our Saviour. That is, becauſe it 1s a 
rebt and good in itſelf, and well-pleaſing 


R3 and 


1. hb" Beginning of this Chapter St germ 


Ps * 


Of Cn K 18's Redimprion. 
* to Goc, who iti the 
"Mercy hath ſaved us, that we 
Imitation of him, wiſh = de- 
"alt 3" of Kings 
and hear- 


2 55 
fire the 
22 are in Avthority; 


| | fr 5 oY be bot e , al 


Mankind, in Obedience to the divine . FRY 
t Apoſtle declares expreſly in 
FEI Text, ee hr A 
l Deſire of God kimſelf, Ibo will 
have all Men to be faved, and to come with | 
£ ' ' the Knowledge of the Truth. WA | 
In e FR Val W 


pe 
; 
e * | 


I Fibdtebnlde this Alen 24150 
1 to al Mankind in general,» 
Wi have all Men to be ſaved. 10. 
II. Obſerve the Way and Method" 
| wich Gol wil bove ol Men to Ir 
wing 7 the Knowledge of thera | 
115 take Notice, that God hath 

all Mankind with Powers and Fa- 
| culties of coming to the Knowledge of tlie 
3 Ar and hath partic cy decarl the | 
expreſs Terms n which 
All Men ſhall be faved,” and 
them to perform thoſe Cndi 


e of his wy nf 7 ji | 


* 


= * r 
S > 4 4 
* - 
- 
- 


>: UAE, Op et IAA a-- ere» es ARGS, — K ͤ —— 


8 


4 * 2 
— — J̃ʃo ce ee 8 
— —— 


da | 
3 


3 will have 


St Jahn hath. r it Wirt in er. | 

preſs Words, that God is I And he ＋ en 
| ives us this Proof and Demonſtration of * & 

God's Love towards us, In this, ſays he, John ir. 
. manifeſted the Love of God towards us, 9. 

becauſe that God ſent bis only begotten & 
into the World, that we might live throu 15 
him. It is certain therefore that the Mo- 
tive in God to take into his Thoughts and 
Conſideration the Redemption of Man- 
way his Love. towards them. But 
this Kindneſs and Love of Gad our Savieur Tit. in. 4. 
_ towards ut, muſt be conceived 
and cumpatible with his Love 80 7 - Truth 
and | Righteouſneſs in gen ine” AR moſt 

ie e 


Wu, 1 of 1 tion, 
mary and governing Principle 
leg Woke al au Dif wg Pope | 


3g atid therefore when God i leaſed 

to undertake the Work of our Reemp- 

* the Method and all the Means of 

its Accompliſhittent were confülted and 
R 4 ordered 


w 
. 


Py CuRIsT's 1 | 
in the, moſt exact Conformity.and 
ee with his Righteouſneſs, Truth, 
3 Holineſt, . ſed and 3 
be a Dec the moſt, perfect 
itude o his Nature. This St Paul 
plainly aſſerts in his Epiſtle to the Romans, 


| Rom, il Hom (nz; Chriſt) God: hath ſet forth to be 


_ 85, 


Wa 
* . 


zation, through Faith in bis Blood, 
to AP re his Righteouſneſs, for the. Remiſian 
of Si ot, erf Dales; rough. the Purbear- 


When God created. the Une and 
rave Being to intelligent, rational, and 
ce Agents, a reaſonable and free Service 

and O lence. was both their Duty and 

Dan ir Happineſs ; it was manifeſtly their 
uty.from the Relation they ſtood" in to- 

wards their Creator, and it —— partly 
as that canſiſt 

. herein * EY 


ne 
bers 1 0 adored, who hath conſtituted 
and amel the Services of Angels and 
Men in a wonderful Order, and made 
their Worſhip and Honour of his divine 
Majeſty their everlaſting Joy and Felicity. 
oh hot. Ag nd Mens ll ron 
©. Alle jy . and Fidelity to their gr 
eaven and Earth, and by 1 
. 0 their Duty they defeated their 


own Happineſs, bot. which are We | 


a4) . 


| | Of Cir ange. = 0 


not their fir f Eftate, Pr Ss XU. 


own Hs tation, the Lord hath reſerved in e 


2 Chains, under Darkneſs, unto the 
355 ment of the great Day. But it pleaſed 
ing of Kings and Lord of Lords to 
— his ce and extend his Mercy 
to ſome of his diſobedient Subjects, who 
were Objects of his Pity and Compaſſion, 
as drawn in to their Apoſtaſy by ag. 
and Contrivance of the Devil the 
Adverſary both of God and Man: and 
therefore God was pleaſed to take the Caſo 
of fallen Man into his Conſideration, and 
proje ject the Method and Manner of his 
y and Salvation, which he in his 
infinite Wiſdom and Counſel thought | 
per ſhould be OY liſhed by 8 un- 
tary Undertaking of our blelled Saviour 
in our Behalf; . upon the Condition of 
our Faith in his Blood, and Repentance 
and Newneſs of Life for the Future. 
Thus was God in Chriſt reconciling the 2 Cor. v. 
Warld unto himfelf, not imputing their Treſ 9. 
es unto 2 F 1 to Gs Eph. ii 
Purpoſe, which he purpoſed in efus 11. 
our Lord. Wha ae e Ran ane 1 Tim. i. 
all, to Jr Velen ed Frm" taſted. 5. 
Death for every Man. And he is the Pos Join 
pare our Sim; and not for ours 


nf but" alſo the Sins of the whole World. A 


| 
. 
|| 
| 
1 
| 


enter: At. 3 
God fo loved the Mori, that be gave tis 
ten Som, thut whoſoever belie uerb 


29 
Serm. 
d.4 


=. only 
F in font ld er g, ot ve ce 


16, 17. 


ing Life, Fr God ſent not hit Son into 4 
Mori to condemm the World; but | that . 

TZ e But 
II. 2 che Way and Method: 
in which God would hire af Vienne bf 


ſaved, wits. by coming to he Knowledge of 


the Truth. 
The wile Prodehat, Eing Solomon, after 
all his Labour and to find out the 


fupreme Good:of Man, RE DO 

cccl. vii. ya Lo, this only baue I found, that God 
27 al anne Man aer; but” they ee 
e 3 Man was cre 

originally righteous, . rept 

deep and knowing the Truth, 
the v 3 and adoring his great 
Creator, and of rendring utito him his 
reaſonable Service--and:Obedience, | This 
he could not but-perceive he was natu⸗ 

2 liged/ in Duty and Gratitude: 10 


og But by his Diſobedience he loft 
Righteouſneſs, and incurred 
's Di leaſe, ſo that he withdrew 
"0 11 ht = his Countenance from him, 
and left him to follow his own Inventions, 
Hence came all the Sinfulneſs and Wick 
euneſ of the Antediluvian 2 WO 


the Deluge Man had ſo uni 


in Wickedneys. 
_ order to deliver 3 ont — 
their ſinful State, and to ſave them from 


* 


the Miſery they had brought upon them- 


ſelves by their Offences and Provocations 


againſt God, to reſtore them to his Fa- 


vour, and renew in them the divine Image, 


in both which their Happineſs always con- 


ſiſted; in a word, to render them capable 
of enj God's Preſence and eternal 
Life, our ed Saviour was pleaſed ta 
in the World, and to take our Na- 


in their Duty, and ſet before them his 
Example of all Righteouſneſs, to make an 
Atonement and Expiation for their Sins 


by the Sacrifice of himſeif, to intercede 


with his Father for them, and to guide 
them with his holy Spirit into all Truth. 
Herein we fee how the Words of our Sa- 
viour to St Thomas are to be r 
Ta the Way, and the Truth, and the 


ated from the Worſhip of the one 


true God and fallen into the groſſeſt Ido- 
latry, and as a Conſequence from that 


into 


ture upon him; thereby to inſtrutt Men 


— 15 W. 3 that. d. Jain faith e hee 


* 
. 


John xiv. 
When the World had generally vi- 6. 


Th} 


1252 Of CunisrT's Redenprion. 

derm. into the moſt abominable Vices and Wick- 
L' ,_*% _edneſs'; When Men did not lis 10 retain 

| Rom. 1.” Cod in their Knowledge, God gaveitbem over 
28, ti a reprolate Mind, ie do thoſe. Things which 

Ade xvii. Are nat camnenient. And the\Times of tbis 

mandeth all Men every aubere to renent. 

And to lead them to Repentance, and 
à true Faith in God, Chriſt began his 

ſirſt Preaching with Repentance, fhat they 

1 Tbeſſ. i. night turn from Idols to ſerve the living and 

9 - trueGad.: And becauſe Men were eſtranged 

| from God, and had rebelled againſt. him 

by their wicked Works, to make Peace 

with God, and conciliate the divine Mercy 

and Favour towards them, Chriſt offered 

be @ Propitiation for their Sins, that they 

might live through him. And by the open 

Crucifixion of our Redeemer in the Face of 

the whole World for the Sins of all Man- 

kind, God gaye a moſt ſignal Demonſtra- 

tion that he // haue all Men to be ſaued, 

and to come to the, Knowledge of the; Truth 

which is in Cbriſt Feſus ; who in his divine 

Prayer to God hath aſſured us, This is Life 

John xvii. efernal, that they might know Thee,- the: only 

true God, and Jeſus Chriſt whom: then hat 

ent. This is that excellent Knowledge 

which St Paul preferred before all the 

Privileges, and Advantages in which he 

1rd might 


Of:Cuxrs 7's' Relemption. 


truſt in the Fleſh," This was the G 
the great Apoſtle, and this the S 


of Jeſus Chriſt; according to the Revelation Rom. xvi. 
of the Myſtery,” which -was kept ecret finge 25, 26. 


the World began, but now-ts mage e manifeſt. 


That ue might acknowledge the Myſtery of Col. ii. 
God, and of \ the Father, and r= arr in. 3: 
whom are bid all the Treaſures of Wiſdom 


and Knowledg 6. 


III. I ſhall LAY Notice: that God SY 


endued all Mankind with Powers and 
Faculties of comi 


and hath enabled them to perform thoſe 
Conditions, 1 the Aſſiſtance of his holy 


Spirit. 


| Though 5 by his Diſobedience loſt 


his original-Righteouſneſs, and Mankind 


became corrupt and exceedingly degene erate 
and depraved in their Nature; yet their 


avity was not ſo great, nor their na- 
tural Abilities and Capacities ſo weakened 


and impaired, as that they could not ap- 
preh the Nature and Reaſon of Things, 
diſcern Truth from Falſhood, and diſtin- 


guiſh the Difference between Good and 
Evil. It is plain they could judge and 


reaſon 


migbe baue Confidence more *than' "any; other _ LI 
Mam, who thinketh be bath whereof OF of = 


coming to the Knowledge of 

the Truth, and hath particularly declared 
in the Goſpel the expreſs Terms and Con- 
ditions upon which all Men ſhall be faved; 


— 


- 


2.54 an, Redemption. | 
EF iſe in their Minds, and draw cer- 
tain C . 


— them, and ſo come at Truth in 
. this is'plain en che Weng Ard, i tcl 
entes that have been JT 1 
| t' Improvements an verſes © "al 
Incientand modern, in all Sort of Know: 4 
ledge, that have been made, which the 
| ion and ienee of all Ages 
have — — to be true. 80 that 
all Mankind in general have always re- 
tained their natural Powers and Faculties, 
n a due Uſe and A n-of which | 
ey were capable of attaining the true a 
Knowledge of Things, and particularly _ 
the ings of bam of God. Por tbr inuij 
_ Aron m_— of the World 
| under | Power 
A are made, even 5¹⁸ Leng Power" ab | 
Godhead. {1 
= though Mankind/i in ee were 
of coming to the Knox of 
8 God, how few in Fact did attam this 
Know How few troubled em- 
ſelves about the Knowledge and W 
of the one true God, but almoſt all a 
in the common Service and Worſhip of 
Idols and imaginary Deitiess 
And when Men did not like to retain 
God in their Knowledge, and were wy 
e 


— . . ns 
ä mt; * * K _ — 
3 Y 
: k Z 
6 ä 3 
L 1 : — 0 
; * 
_— X 2. = 
* "4 4 
g * I 
"x PER. - 
__— * 
. \ * * _— 
4 = 
= 4 
= y 
__ 
_— 
+ ". = 
EY. 
= 4 1 
* 1 
— * 
Ws 
2 1 
q 8 
4a 
© 
m— Ya 
* + ff q 
* „ 5 
* » 24 i 
7 
- 
* [1 
* 
0 
a - 
- 
: * = 
> 


— — 
. « . rr 7 ³·⁰0A .. 7 . ̃˙ u ⁵˙² A Go re = 7 > 
l „ 2 1 = — * 4 o q 7 a nt | 1 — by l 4 A 
- 0 : 
| o 
* * 
4 * 
' - 
\ 


TT CC TD. —_— — ICS 
41 ln — * P * 
- 


0 to tbe Grrelt, 


of. Carter's A 258 
leſs and unattenti ve to their natural No- 8 
tions, and the inward Dictates and Sug- | 
9 of their Minds-and:Conſciences, . 
run into all manner of Wi 
im guilty: of the moſt abominable 
Vices. Wherefore God was pleaſed in his 
good Time to ſend his Son into the World 
to rouſeſthem out of their deadiy Lethar- 
gy, and awaken them to Life, {DE -makang. 
them ſenſible of their Duty, an N 
them the Danger of their Condition and 
fatal Conſequence of their heinqus Of- 
fenees; and by his voluntary Sufferings 
to reconcile has to his Father, and to 
make Oventures ae Peace and Sal- 
vation. . 
* The Gerdes C Se while 
he was upon Earth; and after his Aſcen 
fign. into Heaven he commanded his Diſ- 
ciples, Co ye into all tbe Warld, and preach Mark xvi. 
the Goſpel to every Creature. a 1 
Now the Terms and Conditions upon 
which God will have all Men to be ſaved, 
are Faith and R n which St Paul | 
joins together; Teffyimg:bath tothe Fours, 4, r. 
pentance fowards 21. 
2 and Faith, OOO: Lord Ne 


% 


- 


oe Waka God ws, 

2 omiſed the Aid and Aſſiſtance of his 

ih Spirit; and for our Direction i 2 ih 
al 


—_— e Nat, 5 By 
13- 


4 


7 EE, 1725 ofen Ni 
Ae ie affured of the Guidance of - 
50 bo wlll guide us into all 
y our cerity 2705 honeſt En- 
to find” Gut ths Truth, and % 
chey iti it in the Ri 3 thereof, de 
all the Nez feans of Grace afforded 
us for thatPurpoſe, we may not doubt of”. 
the Promiſes and the End of * 
our Hope, immortal Life and Glory. Ae 
now, ao 
TV. I ſhall alle to anſwer the”. 
Objedtions that have been made a gainſt 
the Untverfality of this Doctrine, tha Got. 
will have all Men to be be ſaved. by 
rf," Tt'is objected, if God will have al. 
Men to be fred. how comes it to pas, 
All Men are not ſaved, but fo few. _ 
& End will be Partakers of Salvation? . 
; Tha they who live where Chriſtianity ., =Y 
profeſſed,” and have the Means and Op- _ 
portunities of being convinced of the re- 
dibility and Reaſonableneſs of it, dic . 
but attend to and conſider the End wm 
Deſign of K. and the full Proof of * 
Truth, but who chooſe rather to continue. .. . 
in Ignorance, and enjoy their Vices that. 
theſe are not ſaved is plainly owing to. 1 
their Obſtinacy and Perverlenebs JE 
"Habits and wicked' Courk, o ite ; and 
they cannot but acknowledge, . at Mey. 


themlelyes are the Authors of their own 
4 8 


„ Cans7's Redeniption.- * 
Ferdition- Tbis 15, the Condemnation, - 2 
ſaith our bleſied Saviour, that Light 1. — 
come into the World, and Men loved-Dark- © 

neſs rather than Light, aye their Dead. 

But though too many thus deſtroy. 
themſelves, it is to be hoped, that there 
are more good Chriſtians in the World, 
that will be Heirs of Salvation than ſome 
cenſorious Perſons imagine. However, we 
be ſure, as it was God's eternal Pur- 
to erect a Kingdom of everlaſting 
teouſneſs, and as all his Works were 
known unto him from the Beginning of 
the World; ſo be foreknew who would 
inherit this Kingdom; and that the Man- 
ſions in Heaven would not continue va- 
cant, through the 20 Tho of 1 to fill 
them, when bo Angel; Dan. vii. 

| and bl ed Spi og _ r 9 m, and 
. er ten thoufand rand Oy! 
him. © 

We greatly err if we think this our little | 
World alone to be ſolely under God's Care 
and Government, when there may be in- 
numerable other Worlds, much more con- 
 fiderable than ours, and conſequently more 

worthy the divine vs. el and Fayour ; 
when we tread under Foot the Son Heb. 2. 
of God, and count the Blood of the Covenant, 29. 
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dent our bleſſed Saviour deſigned that the 
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_ "Ih anſwer to which Objection: it is e | 
be conſidered, that God is infinitely wiſe 
and perfectly free in all his Ac hel and 
Pictedings, And therefore, though we 
not. pretend fully to comprehend all 
1e Reaſons of God's Purpoſes atid CMun- 
1 there 2 . to be no Doubt but he 
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And as he erated the World 
n his a good Time, To did he redeem 
it. e e after the Fall of Man 
God promiſed 15 ſend Chriſt, 9 9 for 
this 12 the Son 9 Go WAs nan fiſted John iii. 1. 
1 deſtroy the Works of the Devil. 
0 lg Space. of four thouſand Years 
the whole Wal hy in, Wickedneſ before 
our Saviour appeated i in it; and the Times 
of this Ignorance God winked ar. But when Gal. iv. 
the Fulneſs of Time was cume, God ſent forth © 
whres % and now commandeth all Men every 
e to repent. 
But for our Tor Stb de in this 2 atter 
let us obſerve what Aecount the Scripture 
gives us in this Caſe, St Paul, in his 
Epiſtle to the Galatians ſays, toben the Ful- 
Time was come, God ſent forth bis Son. In 
ther Epiſtle to the Romans he faith, in due Rom. v. ö. 
Rar; . ar the Ungodly. "And i in 
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| 88 Saviour 
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the Begin- 
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4 End © Flt Time; we cangot think 
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which agrees with the Solution of 0 
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Tord tbam haſt been our dwelling Place 5 33 KR. 
al Generations, before the Mountains. 1, 2, $4 
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Earth and the World, even from 5 
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Man to Deirution, and ſayeſt, Return ye 
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SERMON xl. 


| What is Good for the Son of Men. 


* 
* ad. 
— — — — b 
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EcCLEs. 1. 3. 


Till I might ſee what was that Good 
' ©. the Sons of Men, which they ſhou 4 
under Heaven, all the Days of their W | 


HESE Words of Solomon Serm. 
let us know the End and * he XIII. 
propoſed to himſelf in the ſeveral N 
Trials and Experiments he made in his 
Search after true Happineſs ; viz. that 6 
might ſee what was that Good for the Sons of 
Men, which they ſhould do under Heaven, 
all the Days of their Life. His immenſe 
Riches ws. ſuperlative Wiſdom, his mighty 
poi e r peel and ene all of 
em to and enjoyed _ 
the lame Perſon, rendered him kim the * 
' *® qualified 


266 | | Wi is Goid for the Soi of lun 


. Sem. aid of Man, that ever ved, to 
I rch out, wherein conſiſts the 4 
3 4133 


Eecleſ. i. I he Prracber, ee 3 over 
12, 13. Jfratl in Ferujalem ID 22 
1a ſeet and ſearch out by Wiſe 
sms ibat are dine a 1. 
fore Travel. hath Cod given to the Sant of 
— to be . — 
nounces gment 
— the Affairs and Tranſactions he 
„„ ee that they all 
1223 appeared to be e vain 
hy, empty, unſatisfactory, and full of 
Diſappointment, Vexation, and N | 
tude; and that the Evil and Mi 
| found. in the World was not wo ru 
Eceleſ. i. fied nor remedied: Thus I have ſeen all 
1% 5, the Mortis, that are done under tbe Sun, 
dan bebold, all is Vanity and Fermion 
Spitit. That which it crooked: cant 
made ſiraigbt, and that which ir wanting, 
. be „ IP to make 9088 
proceeds in a 
ans Method of Reaforung md 
con an Enumera- 
. 
7 is deſerve 
eſteemed, next tõ Goodneſs, the hig 
|» FEeclel. i. Muman Accompfiſfrment. Tcommuned with 
= * N Lo, I um tome to 1 
great 


Me du for diy bun of AK 467 

& Hlatr, and have getten mere Wiſdom 22 

. — = before me 8 

rigſam : Tea my Heart had great — hl 
ance of Wiſdom — Knowledge. And 

my Heart to know Wiſdom, 45 to u Tad. 


neſs and Fully: I perrat ved that: this\alfo 


is Vexcationaf Spurt. Fr in 

is much Grief: fad that ineraft owe 
age increa/oth Sora. 
Then he went on to make Trial of 
Mirth, and to experience what Good was 
to be found in Pleaſure, which many pur 
ſue as their ſale Happineſs. I. aid in my Ecclel. is 
Heart, G de nam, I will prove thee ib. 
Mirth, | therefore enjoy Plaaſure: Aud be. 

dd this alſo is Vanity. And fo he 220 
or. what 17 * there was in 

W zrandeur Magnifice 38 
in Pomp and State and Splendor, _ * 
ther Riches, or Honours, or Power, Idols 
which many highly and adore, 
. his refiieſs-80 | and f 
3 1 Ter ie ſtilt found, 

hat all "was Vanity an ation of 

At laſt; after all his Prlals and — ny 
tions he made of the World; in the Con. 
cluſion af this moſt excellent Book, he 
kts us knqw that he had found out what 
he to himſelf, as the End and 

of all his Labour and Search, That 


Gund far tho Sous of Men, which they ould 


@ V 
2 nds Heaven, all the Days ofitbeir-Iyfti 
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+. And eke *confanant and agreeable 
 withwhat Myc had before od. toy 


Deut. x. gw: el, bat doth 8 
* A to. fear the Lord thy. Gad, to walk 
in hit Ways, and to love bim, and to ſerue 
e thy God with all thy Heart and 
with all thy: Soul.” To the. ſame 
3 expreſſes himſelf: And unto Mam be 
id. Behold; the Fear of the Lord that is Mig 
dam, and ro dgpart from Evil is Underfland: 
Plal. cxi. ig, 90, David tells us, The Fear: f the 
550 rd is the. Beginning of Wiſdom. And ſo 
oleman himſe 97A us in foreral Places 
Prov- - öl te Proverbs, n N, 50 nog 
But the Concluſion he comes to in this 
eee, e remarks 
able and the more to be regarded by us, 
* is made upon his own certain Kno- 
ledge and Experience of the World, after 
the fulleſt and freeſt Enjoyment of it. 
Never was any Man ſo able, or ſo- 
ble of making a right Eſtimate and J; | 

ment of this N as Solomon; mor * 


> the Os gee is ultally 
made 


| mies # Good fer the Sans, of My. 
made to ber and ſerious, th 


ſtudious Men, \thaxthey deſpiſe Wan 2 | 


becauſe know, not How] 


Means and ortunities ee 
this can no Account be ol 
Solomon, who was the greateſt: and w 


of Kings, and who made the . of 
all his Wiſdom and Power, to ſearch'and 
Nnd out the chief C 
looked on all the Mor Bot Bis Hundt bad 
wrought, and on the Labour that be ba 
Iaboured to db; behold” all Was V anity « 
Pexation of Spirit. 3B. 
I have infiſted the lon; = upon $6 ads 
jenee and Knowledge of orld, 
and the Vanity and W e he N in _ 
i that we'ourſelves-may learn by his Ex- 
N ample true Wiſdom, which, confifts In the 
Fear of God; and to rely and depend 
upon God for all the Good and e 
ne prop opoſe to ourſelves in this Wo kt 
15 rience abundantly: teach us } fer 
what can N Man do that cometh after 1 he 
King 7 Even that” which bath beet — 5 | 
; 1 Hh we 
But to return to my Ten, it plainly 
appears from the Wo that it was 1 5 
ams Deſign and Intention in all UheEX. 
| periments and Obſervations he made of 
the World, to find out wherein conſiſts the 
true Happineſs of Man ; which after all 
Pinus 27 noid's 1011229 A in 
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x 1 ſhall obſerve. wherent di rs 8 
eine of Na does conſiſk. 
1 hall ſpeak to around 


at this Time. 
. I Mult confider What 


2 and Whereitt it Wa | 
Queſtion” of greater, no, 
Moment arid 1 at 0 


we Adee 15 1h for atid deſire laps 

and purſue it, as we think, in 

everal Ways and Courſes of our Lis 
This is the Aim of Mankind in all their . 


Eabours and Studies, this 
\ | p > | 7 | 
pet b 


a fas ae nid Kelis; ar 
— wo obſerve and conlider how I 


happy; one might be 
tempted — that — there is no 


ſuck Fhing as Happineſs, amd that it is 
only ſome empty Notron and wWhirnſicab 
Fancy which, Men have: formed” im their 
Brains; or that it deperida upon tha di- 
ferent Judgment and Opinion, the uner- 
tain Humour and of Men about 
it: So divided and di is the World) 
| och their Happinets 
uptuous Happi 
in ſenſual Pleaſures, the Ambitious im high 
Tiflesand diſtinguiſhing Poſts af 
the Covetous in Raches and: large * 
ſians —.— — 3 
Glaſſes.the Generality of Mankindimay: be 
ranked andi divided. . But: wr aver 
or any of theſe to obtain thein 'Wiſties: 
an Deſires, they fall as muck» 
 ſhortob tue nes as they were be« 
fern; and this they neuer cemſi- 
dered: |wheren true Happmeſs conſiſts, 
of:whieh but a ſmall Part is to be: placed} 
— — upon 
9 Eſtimate of Things. 
— — Salamoms Ex- 
convince us, 'what 
eee bühne world 
Things, 


| Wat isGeod fr the Sons of Mat 5 


e ———— 
theſe e I 
E which the 
of Mankind ſo fondly deſire and court; 4 
wherein is it to be placed, and where to 
Jobrrril be found? Surely, ſays Job, tbere is a Nn 
I, I, 1s for 2 Gail where 
they ine it. Bui oy er pes „„ 
found ? And ubere it the ace / Under-" 
2 And dire ſays — — 
Ap to pineſs. uthow- 
E Generality of Mankind 
no are, and; — have been 3 1 2 
HFlappineſs, it — a Reality, 
5 ſomewhere to be found. When our 8a- 
Viourx was demanded of the Phariſees, when 
the Kingdom of God. ſhould come; he 
Lake xvi. anſwered and ſaid, The Kingdom of Gas 2 
20, 21. cometh not with Obſervation. - Neither 
they ſay, Lo here, or bo tbere: Fu. — 
the Kingdom. ꝙ God is within you. 80 may 
a waky of Happine, — 
for without us, in our external Cireum-- 
ſtances, in Riches and Titles and Poſts of | 
Honour, in Pomp and State and „ 
ficence, but it is really to befund wien ; 


us, and it truly conſiſts in the Perfection 
of our Nature. For the Happineſs of any 
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| Being,jstheEnjoymentof the chief Good? Sem, 

And the thief Good” of any Being is the”: XII. 

Perfection of its Nature. x. dee 

2 5 is nothing natural 

—— Faculties, and Capacities of 

— — ly the Nature of any 

Being is denominated from its 2 

Virtues — —-—„— 

22 of that Being does chiefly con * 
that 4 is a State or Condition * 

in which any Being lives in the true and 

Uſe and Exerciſe of all his Powers 

and Faculties, Virtues and Excellencies, 

and in Which he enjo joys with Satisfaction 

and Contentment, Pleaſure and nn 

che fuprems Good: of his Nature 

The Happineſs of any Being is to be 

eſtimated from the Powers and | 

ties of its Nature, and the higheſt Im- 

proyement, Advancement and — | | 

of thoſe Powers and Capacities with tue 

2 Ex — Contentment of them, 

according Being is to be va 5 

nounced more — — than d 

But though our external Circumſtances 

are really no Part of our Happineſs, as 

they conſtitute no Part of our Nature, 


which is the true and os Seat and 
Subject of our Happin as far as 
they any way contribute to the Perfection 


of aur Nature, . * Wo 
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Which follows; | Hap» 


pineſs of any Being, 


in whreh it enjoys, the: chigf Good, or the: abr 


Per fe&dion of its Nature. ton no bro: 
_ II. I ſhall now e. — ie the ſu- 
preme Happineſs, and wherein it conſiſts. 
As the þ ppineſs of any Being in ge- 
neral is the Enjoyment of its chief Good, 
and as the chief Good of any Being is the 
Perfection of its Nature; ſo it follows. 
that the ſupreme Happineſs of the moſt 
happy Being we can conceive, conſiſts in 
the Enjoyment of the ſupreme Good, in 
an Aang Dd Degree and Proponicn which 
ſupreme ſprings from the —— 
Perfections of that Being. } 
* pcm bun 4 — 
E 0 ut it 
found to flow from the infinite Excellen- 
cies and Perfections of the Being which 
enjoys it. Happineſs is truly a State of 
Enjoyment, of Satisfaction, Contentment 


and Bleafare: but this Pleaſure ariſes from 


the Perfection of the Being that receives 
it, and is always greater or leſs in Fropor 


| tion 0 that Perfection. 
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excellent are rational Bein 7 
—— conſiſts in the Perfection 
theit rational Powers and — - - qt 


in a free and voluntary Uſe and Exereiſe 


of \thoſe Faculties, according to the Na- 
ture and Reaſon of Things, from a Prin- 
ciple of Love and Approbation of all Truth 
and Righteouſneſs. NC +; 
lent our Knowledge' dom may be 
in themſelves, and however the Powers 
and Abilities' of our Minds and Bodies 
may be eſteemed Perfections, they change 
and loſe their Excellence when miſapplied, 
— —— them Wich 
uſtly valuable, and ourſelves 
ym the Happineſs of every 
conſiſts in e Perfection 
| of Raaba rig ly uſed and applied, which 
is the Perfection of his Nature, and con- 
ſequently 9 agreeable,” "gratefal and 
pleaſant to 
The —— Gifts and he h of 
| any rational Being are the Baſis and Foun+ 
dation of its Happineſs, but theſe Endow- 
ments muſt be eraſed according to the- 
Rules of Truth andRighteouſneſs to make 
ſuch a Being happy; for the Miſapplica- 
tion of them to the Ends and Purpoſes of 
Wackednefs and Vice, renders him only 
miſerable. So that the certain Conſe- 
K I; - quences 
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uences and Effects of Vi | 
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eſt of all Beings, . poſſe nd 0 
all Perfection, all 8 „ ove 155 . is 


08 Kind, and that in a DEE? 
itely above what, met axe facie 
gine or conceive ; it follows that his 
pineſs ariſing from henee muſt he 
preme Happineſs, inconceiveably. 7 5 
and, that it muſt be infinite and boundleſs, 
in Proportion to the infinite Excellencies 
e e ee of his eh Nature, 80 
much in general is plain an 
exident, that the e Ha Ghats 0 
the infinite Happ of God rings an 
ariſes; from Fi N xcellenc 
— Perfections, but e . from t 
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ſome. eſſential Part of it; or lie himſelf 
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butes af God are e e lis 
Goodn d Kine , - 
Low and dee his Juſtice, 
Truth; and Faithfulneſs; ina word; the 
infinite | Righteouſneſs and Holineſs of 
God is the Source and Spring of all his 
Happineſs. Theſe Excellencies are che 
Glory: of the Deity; dhe Beauty and 
els; of the divine Nature; with- 

out which all, other natural Perfection 
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SERM ON XIV. 
What is Good for the Sons of Men. 
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Till I might ſee what was that Good for 
, the Sons * Men, . which they ſhould do 
nenn al the Days Na Life. | 


N a late Diſcourſe upon theſe Words Serm 
I obſerved, that it manifeſtly appeared  * XIV. 
from them, that it was the great Aim Alm. "Y 


and Deſign of King Solomon in all his 
Trials and of the World to 
ſearch and find out wherein conſiſts: the 
chief Good, or true Happineſs of Man. 


In treating upon which Subject I propoſed 
to . | 


rg ing is, and 
II. What 


where "1 
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Man- does 
1 d obſeryed, that Haprone 
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by 1 moſt e Eh 4110 c tial Pa 
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| os inels is properly to 
45 1 pain 9 bs Hy bel u ; 
"Ag 3 Pai and: Eſtimate of Thin 
. g is Kd ay en 
rds 555 than it conduces to the Good 
are of ſome true and real Part 
= W And therefore our external 
Circumſtances, as our Riches and Eſtates, 
our Titles and Honours and 19 5 
ay no true Ingr edients of Hap Ace 
they ma be the real Cauſes an Occ caſions 
of our uery, And they are to 0 en 
made ſo by the Miſpplitition and Abulc 
of them; ; and they are for no other Reaſon 


Fo Wet Good for the noo Mon; 
Abe wet and ſought 2 
25 Means to an End, and on 


che ee ineſs of 2 real 
Part of Spee our true H 
pak. as our bleſſed Lord ſaid of 
ingdom of God, fa ons Br and don 
ſiſts in the Bot 77 53 8 and FA, 
but mo y of our as, 
much the better, and more abet, 4 
more noble Part of us. 1 much 1 
thought neceſſary to premiſe in general 
e good ng of this Life, to 
rectify the Miſtakes and wrong 9 
of Mankind about them, who, too K 
eſteem and value theſe Things, an 
ae whole Happineſs in them, and oY! rg 
ey can 5 Fea, a large Share and 
Portion of them, they cannot fail of, bein 
happy; when on the con + Ove. 
their vain Tmaginations an 
| ud Izments about them, and not Fig 
to uſe and employ 125260 12 
diſcreetly, according to the _Didtates, of 
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us, bat Som. 
right Uſe of of clay hey may be cf BJ 


right Reaſon and Judgment, they often 


1 * the more. e by Polkelins 


Vu how different (ev ſoever er the Opinions 


Marin. and however contrary and op- 
80 the Courſes are, which hey a 1 5 


aud fadgra ents of moſt "Men are about 


286: an in Gand for the Seng f Mahi 
Ser bez happy, Happineſs itſelf is a fixt and 
WW. certain Thing, and not on the 
e kae Humours and Ne- 
veries of vaing-or foaliſh on mad Men 
happy. becauſe ws fondly — 
think and imagine ; ourſebves to be ſoy. 
— Madman n — 
8 by conceiting himſelf 15 
Robes of State, and 
with a numerous Train and Retinue nad: 
imaginary Courtiers. It is true, a Man by 
a ſtrong Imagination and. a vigorous and 
lively — be e 5 
extravagant and highly of himſelf, arid; 
at ſuch a Time may be worked up ſo aas 
to conceit himſelf in a moſt delightful and 
bliſsful State, which is the Caſe of ſome 
Madmen; but this is not true and real 
"_ ineſs,.-;but, next to a vicious and 
d Life, the moſt miſerable State af 
= intelligent and rational Creature. 1 
ſay next to a wicked Life, which is owing, 
to our own Choice and whereas 
the other Deluſion is the Effect! 
of ſome Diſtemper aul Diſorder 4 in the 
rain, and often proceeds from an over- 
heated Fancy and Im But no 
one in his Senfes can think Madneſs and 
Diſtraction, which are moſt deſtructive: 
* a oppoſite — _ | 
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2 
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mM i Good for the daun of f 
good ent, to be the true and proper 
ppineſs of Man, whoſe Excellency and 
Glary conſiſts in being rational. No more 
are dur Dreams and Viſions of Heaven 
and Paradiſe to be eſteemed a true and 
real State of Bliſs and Glory, nor indeed 
any Thing inconſiſtent with right Reaſon 
directed by hm + 1/1 
| allow indeed that Happineſs does ſo far 
depend upon our Opinion and Judgment 
about it, that no Man is really 
| who does not truly think himſelf fo, much 
1 ——— 
ht 3 0 e 
. — the r rational 
Creature. But becauſe juſt Ideas, and a 
true Opinion, and a right Judgment and 
Eſtimate of Things, or in other Words 
| becauſe Knowledge and Wiſdom and Diſ- 
cretion are abſolutely neceſſary to our Hap- 
pmeſs, therefore Ignorance and Folly, De- 
—— — mar —— 
contrary and oppoſite to it. So that upon 
the whole the Happineſs of every rational 
Creature, and of Man in particular, con- 
ſiſts in his acting rationally, or according 
to the Nature and R of Things; 
which is the great Rule and Law of Ac- 
tion conſonant and agreeable to the Na- 
ture of every reaſonable Being. And no 
Being 
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3 o that the Perfection of the ſeveral Be- 


* % r 
— an ae wh Re 
— — Ju dene uf. re in de 


joyment of ſome Gd; and Good is 
— — of an Odject to the Perfec- 


ton of any Being. But thte Perfection of 
any Being A che Nature and 
Properties of it, and I 


ment and” Aae den of its rage 


ings in che World is of a different Kitid, 
and varies according to their Nature, and 
is greater or leſs in portion to the m- 
| provement of their Nature. 
There is an abſtracted and a met 
fical Notion of Perfection, which" ad 
of neither Increaſe nor Decreaſe, neither 
Addition nor Diminution; which is the 
true and Notion. of Perfection, 
whert we Hoke of the Perfection of 'God 
Almighty, whoſe Nature is moſt excellent, 
and in the ſtficteſt Senſe. of the Word im 
every Reſpect perfect; Who is arayed wifi 
all Splendor and Glory, from whoſe Luſtre 
every Ray of Beauty, and from whoſe 
| Goodneſs every Stream of Virtue vifible 
in any of his Creatures, ſprings and de- 
rives: Who is' ſolf-exiſtent, 8855 al-foffi- 
cient, * and everlaſting and” immutable, 
and conſequently” infinitely happy and 
bleſſed for evermore. ' And to this CL Peet 
l 3 
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5 Keri Gor herd th 2 
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down, am %%% 


is.no Yariablencſe, neither Shadow of Turns; 
ente 7 — off} 

But Perfedtion, 3 in this higheſt Seal e of 
the Word, -i is applicable to none of Gods 
Creatures whatſoever, j,,For.the very. No- 
tion and Definition of a Creature, implies. 
I n in it, as its Being and Ex- 
iſtenee, and all the Powers and Capacities 
of its Nature, are derived from its.Crea- 
tor, and are dependent on him: So. that 
the Creature 1s neither Self- exiſtent, nor 
Self-ſufficient, nor Independent; and con- 
ſequently impertect from the very Condi- 


on Nature of n 2 con- 
Perfection, in 
the Term, - 5 properly be 10 
| chews to it. But there 1s a ent of 


N 8 Perfection very common, —— — | 
Wy underſtood, which may be properly 


to the Creature, and it is à Si- 
militude and Conformity only to the infi- 
nite Perfection of God, = ith 18 PR St 
Peter means by this Expreſſion, thut Sa Pet i. 44 
theſe ya might be Partakers of. the divine 
Nature: And Perfection, in this Senſe of 
the Word, when applied to the Creature, 
Improvement and Adyance- 
ment of its Nature, and conſiſts princi- 
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. pally i in our Growth and Increaſe in Grace 


and in all Virtue, in our continual Pro- 
greſs and neareſt Approach towards the 
divine e- N 22 as Grace is the 


gw S Happ nk ny 3 


ven arid of the bleſſed Angle above ſeems 
chiefly to conſiſt in an infinite A 
miation towards the great Origin of all 
Perfection, and is for ever increaſing th a 
nearer Reſemblance and a cloſer Imitat 
of the divine Virtues and Excellendies 
Such indeed appears the Amiablenefs and 
Beauty of Goodneſs and Virtus in that 
high and holy Place, and ſuch the Odi- 
ouſneſs and alignity of Sin, with its 
tremendous Effects and diſmal Conſe- 
ences in the Puniſhment of the Wicked, 
— there is no Fear nor Danger of 
or falling from any Degree of Happine 
once there obtained; on the contrary; the 
moſt pure and ardent Love of all Virtue 
and Holineſs, is a conſtant and perpetual 
Motive and Incitement to aſpirt after 
higher and higher Degrees ſtill of Glory 
and Bleſſe ; and the wretched and 
diſconſolate State of the Wicked, an ever- 
laſting Warning and Safeguard againſt all 
Sin and Miſery. 
But to return to the Conſideration of 
the e of Man in particular. 90 
the 
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che H of any Bei 
Perfection of its Nature, 


the Happineſs 


conſiſts in the a N | 
2 XIV. | 


of Man conſiſts. in the Perfection of hy. 


man Nature. To and out therefore and 
know wherein conſiſts the true and. pro- 
per eſs of Man, we muſt rightly 
and conſider human Nature. 1 
human Nature plainly appears to be con- 
ſtituted of two. e 20 and principal 
Parts or diſtinct Subſtances, of an imma- 
terial and ſpiritual Subſtance, which we 
call the Soul, and of a corporeal and ma- 
terial Subſtance, which we call the Body. 
Theſe two diſtinct and different Parts of 
our Nature we cannot but be ſenſible of 
from our on rience and a little 
Obſervation, and theſe two Subſtances 
conſtitute human Nature. The Perfec- 
tion therefore of human Nature conſiſts 
in the Perfection of both theſe Subſtances. 
I ſhall conſider our material Subſtances or 
Bodies firſt, though they be greatly below 
and inferior to our ummaterial Subſtances 
or Souls. 

The Perfection of a 8 Body con- 
ſiſts chief in the Health, 8 and 
Welfare, Vigour and Activity it; its 
erect Form and Stature give a Grace and 
Comelineſs to its Motion and Geſture, 
and the Juſtneſs and Proportion of all its 

Members and Parts add a Beauty and Or- 
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755 nament to it; and upon theſe accidental 


Ornaments and Accompliſhments: of the 
, it is Obſervable, Mankind — 2 

value themſelves. But the 
fection of the Body conſiſts in its ore: ae 
Subſerviency to the Soul, in its Ability 
and Fitneſs. to execute che Dictates and 
Commands of our ſuperior Faculties, our 
RNeaſon, and Underſtanding, and Will; 


and whatever tends to enable and em- 


3 the Body duly to perform theſe 
Functions and Offices - truly conduces to 
its Perfection and Hap Happinch as on the 
contrary, whatever diſables, diſturbs, or 
Hinders it from executing theſe Duties 
and Offices renders it imperfect and pro- 
duces 1 its Miſery. Thus much ra con- 
ce the Perfection of the 
"Bat the Perfection of the Soul ; of: a 
much higher Conſideration, and of a much 
greater Importance. Now the Perfection 
of the Soul conſiſts in the Exaltation and 
Satisfaction of all the natural Deſires and 
Inclinations of it; in the Excellency of its 
ſeveral Powers and Faculties, and in a due 
Cultivation, Improvement and Advance- 
ment of thoſe Faculties. As God Almighty, 
for good and wiſe Reaſons, hath been 
: pleaſed to ſow the Seeds of the ſeveral Paſ- 
ſions and Inclinations in our Breaſts, which 
— * and increaſe with us, and are 
48 not, 


What is Good for the Sons of Men. 293 
not, and ought not to be extirpated and 2 
rooted out of our Nature, notwithſtand- * 
| 0 and Judgment of — 
Philoſophers to the contrary: So the Sa- 
tisfaction of:theſe natural Deſires, and Af- 
fections, | duly regulated and . moderated 
by our Reaſon and Prudence, contributes 
truly to our Welfare and Happineſs, at 
while we continue in this World. 
The due Regulation and good Govern- 
ment of —— nyc in ge . 
chiefſy in placing them upon fit, ro- 
per Objects, and in gratifying them 9 4 
in the Bounds — Reaſon. and Modera- 
tion. For it is of the. laſt Importance 
to us, that we fix our Affections upon 
2 lawful Objects; and the better 
and more excellent the Object is, the 
more ſtrong and ardent our Paſſions ought 
tobe for it. But the leaſt Degree of Paſ- 
ſion towards an unlawful Ob 75 becomes 
immediately ſinful, andought to be ſtifled 
and — in its Birth, before it gets 
— int us and ee our 
On. , Ti 
And we muſt not only take great t Care 
to place our Affections upon good and 
lawful Objects, but in the Gratifications 
of them we muſt be watchful, that we 
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Sem. our Diſcretion and Reaſon. The Degrees 
XIV. of our Affection ought to be prop 
ad to the Dignity and//Goodne6 of the 
Objects of them. The Evtellicy.ofthe 
Object ſhould be the conſtant Meaſure of 
rey owe carefully. * ,onftanty.o 
and e ob- 
wo theſe tyyo general Rules in the, Satis- 
faction and Gratifieation of our natural 
AP and Paſſions; namely, ſurely 
them upon the beſt and moſt excel 
— at leaſt always: upon good and/law- 
ful Objects, and in the n 
thoſe Objects never to exceed the Bounds 
of our — we ſhall- find ouf Aﬀec- 
tions deen e ſo far — — 2 
or o our Happine 
do reall truly/contribute to it: 7770 Z 
— laws it is w-be conſidered cht theſe 
8 en: Inclinations are only-the in- 
ferior and meaner Powers and Capacities 
of our Souls, and which brute Creatures 
enjoy in common with ourſelves; and 
therefore our _ or chief / Happineſs 
ought not to be placed and fixed in the 
Gratification of theſe ſenſual Deſires and 
Delights; but as we are endued/! with 
other more excellent Powers and Facul- 
ties, no where viſible; nor to bè found in 
ole of our Fellow - Creatures here in this 
wer 


b at leaſt in ſo high a De- 
gree; 


What is Good for the Sons of Men: 295 
; ſo our Dignity and Pre- eminence 5 
in ds bilde Creat and our rele 374 
Glory and Happineſs lies in the Excel- 
lency and ene of theſe: 3 
Fuculties. n 
I ſhall not inflating in all the foveral 
Excellencies and Perfeftions of the Mind, | 
but confine: myſelf to thoſe only: 
to the Underſtanding” and Will. The 
Powers of the Mind contributing to the 
Improvement of the Unde g are 
the Apprehenſion, and) and 
Faculty of Reaſon or Diſcourſe, whereby 
we deduce Conſequences, and draw Infe- 


rences, _——_— — | 


e and Properties of Things, 
do take care to have clear and 
diſtinct Ideas in our Minds, and form to 
ourſel pes true and juſt Notions of Things, 
and give ourſelves Time to examme into 
the Nature and Reaſon of them, we ſhall 
by this Means come to certain Concluſions, 
and at laſt attain à right Judgment by 
Which our Will is — directed, and 
e 

ie princi 1 
and this is * other Perf bees of our 
Nature I opoſed to con 171 

As we bee not only intelligent and ras 
tional but cod . which is our great 


Perfection and and as the Happie 


_— 


296 
Sent ö | < 
- moſt eminent Excellencies of its Nature, 


XIV 


"Whats Good for the Sons of Men. 


neſs of any Being conſiſts 'chiefly in the 


p the Actions of any Being conformable 


to thoſe Excellencies are always the moſt 


pleaſant and delightful, and conſequently 


id moſt to its Happineſs. But now the 


free Will of an intelligent and rational 
Being ought, according to its Nature, to 
be guided and directed by the Under- 


ſtanding and Judgment, and to be in- 


: Imitation and Reſemblance of the bleſſed 


formed according to the Nature and Rea- 
ſon of Things, which is the Meaſure and 
Rule of all Truth, of all Knowledge; and 


Wiſdom, and Virtue. So that the fu- 


preme Happineſs of a rational Being is 
the * 2 and free Exerciſe of its 
Powers and Faculties according to Truth; 
or in other Words it may be ſaid to be a 
Conformity of our Will and Practice to 
the Nature and Reaſon of Things. 
And our higheſt Happineſs is to be 
placed in the moral Virtues of the Mind, 


which depend upon the Rectitude of our 


Will. Such are Goodneſs, Juſtice, Mercy, 


Patience, Veracity, Faithfulneſs; and the 
like; all which, in oneWord, are uſually 
expreſſed by Righteouſneſs or Holineſs. 
A righteous and holy Affection and Dif- | 
ofition, and a ſuitable Practice, is the 
oft happy State and Condition, a true 


God, 


a 


What is God for the Sons of Men. 


297 


God, and is what St Peter means by be- Serm. 


ing made Partakers of the divine Nature. 
The Happineſs of Man did always in- 
deed conſiſt in the divine Image and Fa- 
vour. But wherein the divine Image was 
to be placed, and how the divine Favour 
was to be obtained, Mankind were in great 
Doubt and Uncertainty about it, till the 
Chriſtian Religion appeared in the World. 
But this brings me to the Conſideration of 
the Deſign and End of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion, which I muſt defer till we meet 
here again; in the mean time let us pray, 
11 Grant 5 &c. | | | 
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s E RM ON XV. 


of the Government of our Thoughts 
| and ch 


— ag 4 


Pov. W. 2355 

f Heart with al 
* reel es 

in the World is 


T HE great 8 
. tions and 
—— = — ineſs in This Al- 


mi propoſed as the chief End of 
the ä — his the Creature 

. as the Deſign of his Being ; and 
| rx various * Opinions and Judg- 
ments of Mankind are co i- 
neſs, and their 2 i vid 24 0 
tant; they all ag this the 
Aim of all their * Studies. 


a fo as 


of all the Mp, 


The wiſer Part of Mankind have ever 
placed 


* 


—. The Government of our Thoughts,” &e. 
ced a great Ingredient of Happineſs in 
A. e gre and undiſturbed State 5 Mind, 
— which was the Search of the beſt Heathen 
Philoſophers, and which the Principles 
and Precepts of the Chriſtian 8 
teach us hqw- we ma attain. 
This Tranquility of Nast con confiſts in re- 
Motions, 1 Thoughts, and We: 
5 8 Paſſions; which State may be | 
y called — Health of the Soul. 
| An 4 Ha 1 of ſuch a State, as 
the Health o Body, exceeds the Power 
of Art to expreſs it; no Words can make 
it ſo well underſtood, as they are ſenſible 
of it, who are ſo happy. as to enjoy ſuch 
a Temper of Mind. Virtuous Inclina- 
tions, moderate Deſires pure Thoughts, 
and delightſome Reflections, i is an hea- 
State, the Pleaſure of an Angel; 
ſuch an ſuch a Peatæ, 
ſuch a Conqueſt over a Man's fel, is more 
F © glorious than the Empire of the Univerſe. 
1 or the Univerſe cannot ſatisfy him who 
| ſets no Bounds to his Defires ; and the 
Man that is unſatisfied, can never be 
happy. Infmite Ambition and endleſs 
Wa create eternal Uneaſineſs ant ser. 
Torment. een. 
rendum eff, ut Appeti tus Ration Wc. 
| ie: cc. fays Tally in his Fiſt Boot of 
Offer.” That is, The End of all our 
by Study 


We Government — &c." 301 
Study. muſt be to bring our Paſſions un- Serm: 
er Subjection to our Reaſon, that, they XV. my 
Ed aku it, nor through Hea- 
vineſs and Inſenſibility deſert it; * they 
be calm and free from all Perturbation of 
Mind, by. which all Conſtancy: e 
e e ee i 
5 But the great our 
a Thoughts and Affections cheAuthor does 
not teach, upon which the Virtues. of 
Conſtancy and Moderation depend. This 
Secret Solomon has diſcloſed to us in the 
Words of my Text. Keep thy Heart with 
all Diligence, «0 out / it are the Iſſues of 
Life. The Heart in Scripture, as in the 
old Ariftotelian Philoſophy, is ſuppoſed to 
be the Seat of the In 388 and Paſ- 
ſions, the Thoughts and Affections of the 
Mind. Thus we read in 4 * 
Jeremiab; OF eruſalem , waſh art Jer. iv. 14. 
From kan _ thou: mayeſt 7 


ſaved, 

how, long ſhall thy vain Thoughts. lodge 1within | 
thee,?. And our bleſſed Lord ſays, Our of yu. xv. 
the Heart . proceed evil Thoughts,. Murders, 19. 
Adulteries,  Fornications, The befts, falſe Mit- 

neſe, Blaſphemies. Which the wiſe Man 
intimates. to us in the Text by the ge- 

neral Expreſſion for out of it, i. e. the 
Heart, are the Iſſues of. Life, That is, 

the Fruits and Effects of our Lives and 
Converſations do all. proceed from the 

5 Heart; 


—— DD ů — —— . 2 — — — 
„ 


„* wa ey —„-—ẽ — — 


— Heart ; Where appears 


che great Imp 
XV. rte Duty Der eee ny in my deut; 
— = thy Hauer all Diligenre; or, 48 


— mee e 


expreſſed in the original Eich, 
= nope all Keeping. Above 
| in the World guard thy Heart 
on, as the Ry and 
erde worde ns ta Wel ex 
naturally direct me to the abe fins! 
poſt, by God's Aſſiſtanoe, to treat 'of at 
this Time; vir. the Thoughts and Aﬀec- 
tions and Paſſions of our Souls. 1 


WY ny STORES =" 1 thall, 0 


1. Diſcourſe upon 1 
our Thoughts, and Inchnatiors, and Fa. 
ſioms in general. And, | 

II. Lay down ſome pareallt Ning 
and Di for the good Government 
of them; which I hope, by the Bleſſing of 
God, will be to the general Benefit and 
Advantage of us all in this important 


I. The Government of our 

in conſiſts chiefly in the Power we 

ordinarily have of choo ron we 4 - 

to think upon, and of r 

pliance — 1 
12 21 Thoughts, 


ae avis "ke 303 
I may at any time involunta - Serm. 
rily Minds. I hat we XV. 
W N e — 
upon chat we pleaſe, any one, — 
may experience within himſelf the Trum 
of it. all the various Objects 
im are in the World, hat one occurs 
Imagination, which we may not 
Pots wy, oc yr baker — And 
as the Subject we chooſe to conſider is 
Good or Bad, our Thoughts about it will 
conſequently be Good or Evil. But by ' 
thintin in this Caſe I would not be un- 
derſtood to mean a mere Speculation about 
it, but a Contemplating it with Approba- 
tion and Delight, Complacency and Satiſ- 
faction. For God Almighty, 150 is ſaid 
to be of purer Eyes than to behold Iniquity, 
i. e. with any Favour or Pleaſure, 8 | 
all the Wickedneſs in the World, but 
eng —— 
tion. So we may innocently | 
think on. the | Evil. of Men's Ways, ber 1 
with Diſſike and Hatred, and only with 
5 2 more carefully to avoid them. 
ever Subject we make Choice of 
to to nk wen —— 
tion of it, our Thoughts become Good or 
Evil according to the Nature of it; and 
they are juſtly to be eſteemed as ſuch, 
Ee. the Ct Choice of that Subject was 
voluntary. 


* 4 * 
Ta a ju * p : . 
"a is” A s * of , * eee 1 % * 


——— Y 


— 


voluntary. And herein conſiſts the great 
Wiſdom. of a Man in making Choice of 
c and worthy Subjects to employ his 
be ehiking on ſome Thing or other, 5 60 
ther we will or no; and the Corruption 
of our Nature is ſuch, and the Vigilance 
of our ſpiritual Enemies ſo great, that, 
unleſs we take care to engage our Souls 
in ſome good and virtuous Employment, 
they will naturally be over- run with cor- 
| 55 and vicious Sentiments. But if we 
take care to employ our Thoughts about 
good and virtuous Subjects, x Nature 
of our Minds being ſuch, that we cannot 
ſeriouſly contemplate and be intent upon 
two Things at the ſame Time, we 
hereby leave no Room for vicious Thoughts 
to come into our Minds. And generally 
herein conſiſts a great Art in governing 
our Thoughts. UG Ec. 
But this is not always the Caſe. It is 
not always in our Power to think on what 
we pleaſe. Every one of us ſometimes ex- 
periences the contrary. Sudden Thoughts 
often ſpring up in our Minds, we know 
not how, and againſt our Will. The 
Accidents of human Life are innumerable, 
an, which we are nearly concerned, and 
cannot help being moved by them. And 
| | we 


we are 1 ufig e 

Pain, va or Grie according 

ture 5 Circutpſtances of 52 55 bir 5 85 
joyous or anxious 1 ghts naturally =_ 
to our Minds, 1 13 not 0 0 

Power preſen fes ourſelves fror 

We mült deve ourſelves of our Natiire 


before we can fit unconcerned about" the 


et Events and Contingencies gp pr 
ves. It would be al Stu 
not to rejoice at the good Fortufiß 


Proſperity of a Child, Foy argue Eur 


nity not to grieve at the Death of 'a near 
Relation or dear Friend. And it wolild 
be to no Purpoſe to endeavour not to think 
of theſe Thie for ſome time. Such Ac. 
of tidents too ſenſibly affect us prev th 
be forgot. The Thoug hts of them will 
frequently recur, me force themſelves 
upon us, whether we will or no, till Time 


obliterate the Im preſſions 12 75 Heil made 
upon our Minds. 34 WO. - 


But theſe ſort of Thou ghts are not ſo 


dangerous, and ſo much to be guarded 


againſt by us, as others, which may like- 
wie invo tarily come into our Minds, 
but are of a finful Nature and vicious 
Tendeney. Such Thoughts all bf us are 
ſome time or other more' or leſs troubled 
with. And they * primarily 


ſ 


+. 


** 
* ccc ccc 


f of Things, 15 r eceaves 
Fader or Pain according to their diffe- 
tent Natures and N e 4 we 
Te di e and [al 

7 y, Beauty, 
the. other agreeable Qualities of ſenſible 
I Feen z te Thos 
co roperties. | e Thoughts 
our Minds from theſe Senſations, 
8 uſt 3 innocent and harmleſs, are 

been, of ſinful and wicked Ima- 

Bee or when we entertain the 

eas external Objects raiſe in our Mind 55 
their Operation on our Senſes, 
ſure and Delight, and indulge and 
careſs them in our Fancies, and improve 
and heighten them by Reflection anc 75 
ditional Images and Re eſentations of 
Things, we are carried from the ſimp le 
and 4 — Conceptions, ark firſt I 
_ al ung up in our Minds, to 
moſt dangerous and wicked Thoughts and 

paginations. There is no, conceivable 
Wee redneſs in the World, which a Man 
e MY of lu ade 


withes to perpetrate, he is certainly 
of that Sin in the Sight „N tho 
be has not an Op 


in our Power: 


0 and bling himſelf in rene 


and, Reflections. He may imagine the \ 


erüel Murders and Matera & Able 
Kit laid waſte and depopulated to 
his irnplacable Malice andRevenge; 


hi may be guilty of infinitely move Sinn 


Imagination, than he is able to execute 
as long as be lives, * conſenting to all 
e wicked Thoughts he is able to form 
his Fancy. * 
For whatever Sin a Man defies and 


an 


rity or Ability to 
execute it; ae bsy as he is 
capable of 1 imagining hd infinite 
Evil, he is liable to endleſs Guilt and 
eye Puniſhment. Such is the great 


Danger a Perſon expoſes himſelf to by 


yielding and conſenting to his wicked 
oughts and Imaginations. But it is 


ini every one's Power to prevent the Sin- 


fulneſs and Guilt of his own Thoughts. 
For though ſudden Thoughts may natu- 
rally and unavoidably ſpring up in our 


Minds, which when indulged and de- 


lighted in tend to Sin and Witkednefs, 
they will not be im as ſinful to us, 
if we do not pleaſe ourſelves nor compi 
with them. But not to do this is always 


© The 


_ wie e 
"The fiſt 2 of our Minds 


quick and overn- 
RD can we preſtn e 
oughts, wh 


tty get rid of man 
id my 1 9 ri 
bon, 38 "but wwe ean refufg t che- 
ciſh'and firenzthen them; and to add Fuel 
tc che Flame we find kindling in our 
Breaſts” Though we cannot always avoid 
4 Temptation, it is aways 1 in our Power 
to comply with it; if we be upon our 
Guard; and do not give Ground to it, 
but refiſt it in its Infancy, before. ie gets 
againſt us. > 
I 0 be tempted is no Sin, but it 1 50 
c with the Temptation: But this 
Compliance is always in our Power. And 
3 the leſs, the more 
careful we are to refiſt the Temptation as 
ſoon as poſſible. Thoughts indeed may 
naturally ' riſe in our Minds, which at 
firſt max! be innocent and harmleß, but 
by c and ſt hning them with 
n we may in our Minds 
ſuch ſtrong Imaginations of Things, that 
we cannot eaſily reſiſt the — 
may have over us to make us comply 
them. But then this Force and Violence 
upon ourſelves is owing to our on wil- 
ful Indulgence of theſe Thoughts at firſt, 
which hath brought upon us this Unea- 
—_— 4 and Difficulty of reſiſting them. 


The 


Wee 6 ou * 
The more watchful: we. are of the. 
dency of our Thoughts, and the ſooner 
wer 
eaſy will the Government of them be, and 
the! ——— hall find in reſiſting 
them. Which Rule, with what I 5.28 
ſaid about the Choice of N 
to employ our Minds about, wi de. ſuff⸗ 
cient Direction in general for the good 
Government of our Thoughts. 5 SEP 

As to the Government of our Paſſions, 
this depends very much on the good Go» 
vernment of our Thoughts, which, are 
often the Occaſion of them, and therefore 
what I ſaid about theſe may be applied to 
them. But I ſhall further add two gene- 
ral Rules, which more immediately relate 
to the Regulation of our Paſſions. 

, We muſt. be careful to direct them. 
to lawful and proper Objects. 

Adly, They are to be aan within. 
the Bounds of Reaſon. and Moderation. The 
firſt Rule the Moraliſts call *Optonatiees, the 
other Mera % And it is of the laſt. 
7 — on we take Care to ſet our 
Affections upon their juſt and proper Ob- 

jects. For otherwiſe _— leaſt Degree of 
— us becomes immediately nk 

For our Affections are to be eſteemed law- 
ful or unlawful, according to the Nature 


and —_—_ of the Oct they are fixed, 


upon. 


Ten- Serm. 


XV. 


e den en Nai, . ag 


2 amen ment "of our Thoughts, 86. 
. e Though indeed there ve be 


2 122 * Nature, and conſtantiy 


n Objecte that 
ww 


4 of ought 
yp — 
Re 


Ha ate nor natural Dn but anAbuſe 
at ner th in themſelves otherwiſe good 


—— 
Object. H! 1 7 


Wee are to love 5 the greateſt Arlene 
DES _ to deteſt wins the ut. 
moſt Hatred the of a Nature the 
e 
And ſe yr are to Ser nan our Aﬀec- 


we are to entertain no of Affectiom 
for che Things of this World, which. to 
do would be impoſſible, while. we are 
Fleſh and Blood, and. continue to live in 
it. Bur that duly comparing theſe earthly 
Things with the heavenly, are fo m- 
conſiderable; that the Degree of Afton 
t in Reaſon to allot to them, is not 


we ough 
at the ſame time to he mentioned with th 
tranſcendent Love we ought to have 
heavenly Things. But what Degree of 
Affection towards each Object is allow- 
able comes under the 
24 Rule, I laid down for the due Regu- 
lation of our | Paſſions, vi. to; reſtrain 
them within the Bounds of Reaſon.and 
Moderation. . 18 
Indeed there are fone Objects, which 
it is impoſſible to purſue with an immo- 
derate Affection, ſuch as God and Goog- 
neſs: Nor can we abhor with too great 
an Averfion the Devil and his Works. But 
we are to meaſure out our Affections and 
Averſions towards all other Objects accord- 
ing to the Degrees of their Perfection or 
Imperfection. In „ whatever is 
good and virtuous is lovely, and whatever 
1s evil and vicious is hateful. But our 
Love or Hate * be proportionable. 2 
*« i b 4 


— 2 Jar; Pug Not . , 4 — , 


Serm. 


NV. 


% 


Ne Government f our Thoughts, &c. 


= 


the/Good or Evil in the Object. Before 


wie ſuffer our Affections to fix and dwell 


on an Object we ſhould attentively and 


our Reaſon, which was given us to 


carefully conſider the intrinſic Virtue and 
Goodneſs/ in it; what is really valuable 
and durable in it; whether the Good, 


we imagine in it is really ſuch; and is not 


overbalanced with a greater Evil. So that 
ve may be well aſſured, and morally cer- 
tain; that after all our Pains and Trouble 
to attain it, we may not be diſappointed 


in the Enjoyment of it. It very highly 


conduces to our Happineſs to make a right 
Judgment of Things, and to eſtimate them 


in Proportion to their real Worth, and to 


moderate our Affections for them accord- 
40 Abe is the only Way ta er e 
pointment and Vexation from them to 
durſelves. But this is the proper Work of 
guide 
and govern our Paſſions. So that when- 
ever they are directed to an Object con- 
trary to our Reaſon; or exceed the Bounds 
of it in the Purſuit of that Object, they 
always become ſinful; and, after the En- 
joyment is over, fill us with Regret and 
Anguiſh for our Folly... Let this then be 
a general Rule for the good Government 
of our Paſſions, never to let them ſettle 
upon any Object contrary te our Reaſon, 


nor 


. 


373 
nor in gratifying them ever to ſuffer thamm Serm. 


to tranſport us beſide iti 


—— :.. randy et 


down ſome more particular Rules and 
Directions for the Government of r 
—— 
I/t, It is highly neceſſary for this Pu 
that we propoſe to ourſelves an End and De- 
50 of Living, to which the whole Courſe 
our Lives in general ought to be di- 
redted. Now what this great End, which 
we ſhould all generally have in View, 
ought to be, will appear upon a little Con- 
ſideration. For 4 ought to be made 
our chief End, which moſt of all concerns 
us, and that is to approve ourſelves to our 
reat Creator, Preſerver, and Judge, Who 
is able to make us extremely happy or 
miſerable both in this Life and the other. 
It ĩs neceſſary indeed and unavoidable, 
that all of us ſhould make Happineſs in 
22 the main Deſign of our Lives: 
ut that Men place their Happineſs in 
ſuch various and different Things, and 
take ſuch wide and contrary Courſes in 
the Purſuit after it, is owing to their 
Folly and want of Conſideration. But 
won they deliberately and maturely con- 
ſider wherein their true Happineſs conſiſts, 
they would preſently perceive their Error, 
and ſoon — this great Truth, 


however 


= 


that: the 
is the Ret ions. This 
1 oils believed, 

al would be the great End . 
| 6 0798 This would be the: chief 
of our Thoughts, this the beſt Object of 
our Deſires, this the frequent Theme of 
our Diſcourſe, this we ſhould 
Rave in View in all n Ae 0 And 
were Men truly perſuaded of the direct 
Tendency of Religion to their i conn of 
Heaven and heavenly Things waul, 
their conſtant Meditation; on theſe 
—— would be fixt; fon where 
their Treaſure in ee eg 


Ae. But, 
24h, 
| — 


We ſhould not only. 
es one great and general 

Living, to which all our ſubordinate De- 
figns and Views ought to be directed, 
but the proper Means tending to this End 
ought to be wiſely choſen, — carefully 
purſued by us. 22 ſhall never attain 
the End, unleſs we uſe the 3 
Therefore all our Undert 
conſiſtent with the Duties e Rel Religion, 
and tend ſome way or other to —— pro- 
moting the Honour and Glory of God, 
the Good of our Neighbour, or our on 
gms RS And then we ought to 

St purive 


— 


The Government of our" Thoughts, &e. 
— due Cate 4 
e ought all of us to engage in ſome 
ſort of — and Em 
which: our firſt Care ought to be, that it 
be an honeſt, and virtuous, and com- 
mendable study, tending to ſome great 
and good End, and worthy of ourſelves, 
and the Station and Chiaracter we hear in 
the World. And then in the Execution of 
this Office, whatever it be, we ſhould be 
_ Uiligent, and careful, and circumſpect. And 
this Diligence in our ſeveral Vocations 
and Callings, is of great Uſe in governi 
our! Thoughts and Affections. For b 
this Means our Thoughts and Incli 
are taken up about ſome uſeful, and com- 
— and worthy Undertaking. —.— 
therefore a 
and . s Things, there — | 
Time nor rtunity for evil and vi- 
cious Thoughts and Affections to come 
into our Minds. And this leads me to a 
3a Particular Direction, which I ſhall 
1 — in this Caſe, and that is, to avoid 
from whence generally ariſe all 
our wicked Thoughts and ſinful Paſſions. 
For the Nature of our Minds is ſuch, that 
we are always thinking about ſome Thing 
or other. And — we are idle, 
do not take Care to furniſn our Souls 
with good Thoughts and Reflections, evil 
| Imagina- 


; Sour 
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Sem. Inaaginations naturally ſpring 

N. Minds. And theſe indulged and delighted 
we. and, improved. by Reflection and addi- 


up in / our. 


tional Ideas, excite in us ſtrong Deſires, and 
vehement Paſſions, which bjiCqitelelaels, 
and. Negligence, and yielding to them at 
fixſt,are ſometimes raiſed to ſuch a Height, 
as it is almoſt; impoſſible for us to reſiſt 
— And whereas ſometimes irregular 
Thoughts, impure Fancies, and ſinful 
Paſſions, do involuntarily come in the 
Way of other People, the idle Perſon 
ſeeks Temptations for himſelf, and volun- 
tarily runs into Danger, and ſcarce n 
eſcapes unpolluted with 8s in. 
Aby, That we may have a per petal: 
Spring in our Hearts of virtuous'Thoughts- 
and, Inclinations, and. prevent the Railing; 
of vicious Ima wr Fw in our Minds, we 
ſhould be careful how we ſpend our —— 
Hours, what Company we keep, what the 
Subjects are of our Converſation, what Free- 
doms we take in our Diſcourſe and Behavi- 
our. We ſhould be temperate in the Grati- 
fiations of our Appetites, moderate in our 
Recreations and Diverſions; we ſhould be 
mindful in our Retirement what Books 


we chooſe to read, what Subj ets we me- 


ditate upon. All which, — much they 
en the ae and Naben of, 


= |} 
* 
l 
12 
| 
| 
N . 


our Minds, it 1s needleſs Seri 
| ' : | "4 | * 
tion. Ib bas Dog! Fee 901901 bun bind XV. 


'gthly,, We ſhould live in a due Fee 
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for me to men- Serm. 


and Reverence, and Fear of Almighty 
God, and poſſeſs our Souls with a full Be- 
lief and Perſuaſion of his Im and 
Omnipreſenoe. Did we but conſider, that 
God is privy to all the Thoughts and Mo- 

tions of our Minds, knows the Bent and 
Inclinations of our Hearts, is conſcious to 


our moſt ſecret Purpoſes and — 7 


and acquainted with all that is 

in our Breaſts, when we are alone and in 
private, in the dark and ſilent Night, 
when we think ourſelves ſecure from the 
Eye of the World; How careful ſhould 
we be what Conceptions and Imagina- 
tions we entertain in our Minds? Were 


wie thoroughly convinced, and did fre- 


ntly call to Mind, that it is the great 
God cf Heaven and Earth with — 
we have to do, and before whoſe Tribu- 
nal we muſt all ſhortly ſtand; who ſees; 
and knows, and obſerves all that paſſes 
in our Minds, and will call us to an Ac- 
count for every ſinful Thought and Wiek 
ed Imagination, which we indulge in 
our Hearts; the juſt Senſe of his conti- 
nual Preſence with us would check the 


irregular Motions of our Minds, reſtrain 


dur inordinate Deſires, and controul our 
ungovern- 
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Sem. 


Paſſions. Are 
to be guilty of many Indecencies before 


ui and in fome of our Actions reves 


wo would prevent 


Devil; chat he would 
Fan ghoſtiy and bodily, and preſerve 


| for this 


rence even the Preſence of a Child or a 
dem or 8 


ee 


the ſt homies 9 God? | 
6thly, The laſt Direction I ſhall Ling 
our Hearts free from 
wicked Thoughts and Affections, is fre- 
eee hr that he 
us in all our Doings with 
gratigus Favour, and further us 
with his "continual Help, and aſſiſt us 
with his holy Spirit againſt all the Te 

a ons rid the Fleſh, and 


keep us in all Ban- 


all Sin and Wickedneſs, and 

poſe the Way of his Servants towards ths 
—— of everlaſting Felicity. TO 
which Purpoſe I ſhall conclude with an 


e of our Church: AI 


« mighty God, to whom all Hearts be 

open, all Deſires known,” and md 
te whom no Secrets are bid, el eanſe the 
e Thoughts of our Hearts _ che Inſpira· 
„tion of thy hoh Spirit, that we may 
Ay love this; and yorthily mag: 4 
our 


« Sify thy holy Name, through Chriſt 
« Lord. Amen. 28 8 E80 
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Eich en Man f uu lte ith yu 
1 HESE Words are ſpoken the | Serm. 
13 by 3 * 

bre of Lyfra, a City of ” 4 that 
an of Lycaonia ; who, wen 
= beheld; the e Saint Paul had 

uxought on the Cripple from his Mother's . 

Womb, cried out in their Language, De 

Gads are come down. to us = OR 

Men: And baui named Barnabas, 
ter; and Paul, Mercurius; the Pa of 

Jupiter brought Oxen | and. Garlands, and 

would have done Sacrifice with the People: 

Which. when the Apoſtles heard of, hy rent 

their Chthes, and ran in among the People, 
crying 


8 


F. 
XY _ Things, we dlfo are Men of like Paſſions 


_  eaffes, and Sickneſs, and Pain, and Death 


- * Wi 4.1 © ] 2 * * C 
* 3 . # G 
A > 2 
* 
a 


i 


05 W 
ng out, and faying, Sis, Why" do yo 


weeh you, and preach unto you, that ye fhoutd 


mm from theſe Vanities unto tbr living God, 


&c. With which Words they ſcarce bats 
te People, thas they bad nat dine Sacrifice 
unto theme = e 
The Text admits of different Senſes 
in the original Language. The Term, 
Ojpucotatas, '" which we tranſtate of Fe 
Paſſions; is uſed by Plato, ' Ariftotle, and 


other Heathen Moraliſts, and-i>-of un ens 


tenſive Signification. We may underſtand 
it, either that we are all born into the 
orld upon the fame Conditions of bur 
Being; that we ſtarid in need of the 


ſame Neceſſaries and Supports of Life; as 


Meat, Drink, and Sleep; that we are all 

d to the like Dangers and Miſchiefs, 
the like Evils and Misfortunes and Cata- 
mities in the World; particularly, that 
we are all obnoxious to Infirmities, Diſa 


ſooner or later awaits all Mankind: Or 
we may ex pound the Words, as our Tran- 
flators have rendered them; we are al 


Nen of like Paſſions ; we are all endued 


with: the ſame common Nature and Hu- 
manity, have all the ſame natural Deſires 


and Inclinations, and are moved and in- 
—— = — Affections and Paſſions." 


I ſhall 


latter Senſe, and before I come to my in- * 
tended Diſcourſe upon them, ſhall, pre. 
miſe two or three Obſervations; wh | 
n flow from them. 

1, J obſerve that all e 
the beſt of Men, are ſubject to the "ike 
Paſſions and — — This is affirmed 
of St Paul and Barnabas in the Words of 
my Text. And in the parallel Place to 
it in St Jumes the ſame is aſſerted of Elias 
the Prophet. Elias was Man ſubjeds to jam. v. 7. 
tbe like Paſſions as we are, &c. This Elias 
is the ſame with Eljab, ſpoken of in the 
Firſt and Second Book of Kings; Ibo: Kings 
was taken up 797 Hane 
as you may 
4 en endende 
us Chriſt, the Exemplar of all 
erfection, in whom. was no Sin, neither 
was Guile 8 was not al- 
together Paſſion; as we ma 
obſerve in ſeveral Paſſages of his 1 4 
Sometimes he was joyful and delighted; 
thus we read he rejoiced at the Succeſs 
which attended the Preaching the 
In that Hour Jeſus rejoiced in Spirit, &c. At Luke x, 


\. other times he was ſorrowful and ſad, 


particularly upon the Death of Lazarus, 

when, as gt John aſſures us, Jeſis wept. John xi. 

At anarher time we find him moved ith lu 1, 
Y Compaſſion. + 


* 
* z 
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on the, Multitude, becauſe they. 

Fs fainted, and were ſcattered ahroad as Sheep 
Wente 10 e 7 ere 3 

From all has Places, and 

*. which might be produced, * — 

F e e ny ro 
$'/ m 0 7 our bl 

Saviour was made like unto ourſelves, as 
touching bis Humanity. bas”. ran ad 
And If our bleſſed Saviour, the Apoſtles, 
and Prophets, the beſt Men that ever. 
lived, have been all ſubject to 'Paflions, 
we may ſafely conclude, that all Mankind 
ever were, are, and will be err. And 
hence, wg.” i 
2 ly, We may obſerve, chat to be ſub- 
ject to Paſſion is no Sin ; and conſequent-- 
„that the Paſſions of themalhves are a 
Tha firſt Part of this Propolition | is mas 
nifeſt from the Example of our bleſſed 
Saviour, who, as we have already ſhewn, 
* not wholly free from Paſiion,. but 
et was without Sin. And the ſecond 
art might be proved in the ſame Man- 
ner; vis. from the Example of our ble 
ſed Saviour and his Apoſtles 3 | and by ſe- 
veral other Arguments... 
- As that our Paſſions are natural to 


5 . 8 given us by * Aer 


MI 


y | 
Al which Places, with manyother 
ts which might be ry in this 
e, were it not unneceſſary, - plainly 
prove, that the Paſſions in themſelves are 
not yo _ therefore, 1 
ly, To endeavour to extirpate w 
be Paſſions out of human Nature 7 
vain and ' fruitleſs Attempt, and im 
ſible, and conſequently not required o 
as our Duty. that we can poſſibly ” | 
in this Caſe, 7 00 OR are com- 
manded to do, is to keep our Paſſions in 
a due Subjection and Subſerviency to our 
2 z vis be careful and OO 
we place our Affections upon 
and lawful Objects, and that we be not 
heated and tranſported by them beyond 


Meaſure, and out of Sight of our Reaſon 
_— otherwiſe innocent and 


So that the great Controverſy of old 
between the Stoic and Peripatetic Philoſo- 
phers, whether the Paſſions were in their 
own Nature ſinful, or whether a wiſe 

Y 2 Man 
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Serm. Man ought to be moved at all by Thea, them, 


XVI. 
8 


is altogether unneteffary, - and w 
of no Diſpute ; becauſe Hom never was 
that Man living; Who was perfectly free 
from all manner of Paſſion. With much 
more Advantage and Benefit to ourſelves 
let us conſider the Source and 8 of 
our Paſſions, the Nature and 4 Siu 
vernment of them, with the ligation 
and Importance of keeping them in a 
due Subordination and Sabjection to our 
Reaſon. 

What J deſign to offer at chis time to 
your Conſideration upon ſo uſeful and 


Peighty an Argument, I ſhall compre- 
8 in theſe ſix following Nepp on 5 


11 The firſt natural Principle of Action, 
By -moſt obvious, and of univerſal Influ- 
ence; throughout the whole viſible. Crea- 
tion, is an Inclination and Deſire in every 
animate Creature to be in the moſt happ 


State, which its Nature is. capable of, 


with a ſtrong Propenſion in it to preſerve 


eh in. that Condition. > TE 
II. External Objects naturally affect 


gur Senſes, and excite in us Aran or 


diſagreeab le Senſations. 


III. Though we are naturally affected 


F ood ſolicited dy exteryal ai 3 855 


— 
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we are not neceſlarily. Setartutes) to Ac- 
non by tem. + AB PP THUS ee, 
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IV. As we nd aha Et ſenſible th te 


Good by its Agreeableneſs to our ſenſitive 


Appetite ;: ſo we judge of rational Good 


by its Conformity to our rational Faculty. 
V. Rational Good is to be eh 
before ſenſible. f 


VI. Our ſenſual Appetite ought to be 
ſubject and ſubordinate to the Pictates 


and Freien of our Reaſon. 


I. The firſt ad! Principle of Acton, 
the moſt obvious, and of univerſal Influ- 
ence, throughout the whole viſible Crea- 
tion, is an — — and Deſire in every 
animate Creature to be in the moſt happ 
State which its Nature is capable of, wit 
A ſtrong Propenſion in it to preſerve mor 
in that Condition. 
| 50008 Principle is ſo natural, that a Heavy 

King 5 not more neceſſarily deſcend; than 

a enſitive Creatures conſtantly move and 

act by it. Every Animal in the World natu- 
rally defies its ow]n Happineſs; and how- 
ever it may miſtake and err in the Purſuit 
after Happineſs, that ſtill is always the 
End of all its Labours. The manimate 
Fart of the Creation obſerve the Laws of 
Motion, Which the great Creator was 
. to ſettle at their Formation. The 


13 grand 


856 Of ib 1 Payſons. 
Serm. grand Principle, by: which the Heavens 
Sw and Earth ſubſiſt, is that univerſal Law 
of mutual Attraction or Gravitation. By 
pn 6 and — 29 of = jection 
| ePlanets in the'Direc- 
tion of the agent to their Orbits, "they 
All deſetibe their Cours, and make their 5 
ſeyeral Revolutions in certain Perieds uf 
Time about their commen Center of Gra- 
vity, the Sun. But as and co 
ſtantly as the heavenly Bodies revelve in 
their Orbits by the ſettled Laws of Mo- 
tion, animate Bodies move and act and 
dren their ſeveral Functions and Of- 
ces of Life by the fame immutable Prin- 
cipk, implanted in their Nature, the De- 
= * Happineſs and Self- Preſervation. 
is the Spring of all their 
A a Every indivi at; Creature na- 
turally and neceſſarily deſires its own Hap- 
PR. As it naterally avoids and flies 
hurtful and painful; ſo it 


naturally ſeeks after and Packen Things | 
pleaſant and delightful. Je 
And this Principle is the Sderee and 
ring of all our Indinations and Paſſions. 
or we cannot help defiring our on Pre- 
ſervation and Happineſs. 
and Conſtitution of our bit e 
ﬆs that we cannot poſſibly and live 
| r p external Neciiaries. Therefore 
we 


But the Nature 
s ſuch, 


And we cannot help chooſing 
and ing thoſe Things, which we find 
ms our ning that i 
| —— a Thing that is 
d Erd to our Nature. 

* — the two firſt and princi 
Paſſions of Love and Hatred, which ſo 
powerfully reign in our Breaſts. From 
— two all our other Paſſions com- 
"hich they may be geaeealy reed... 

of May ve gc 
1 yl External Objects naturally affect 
our Senſes, and excite in us agreeable. or 
diſagreeable Senſations. | | 

I we enquire into the firſt Cauſe and 
al of all the Ideas and Perceptions 
of our Minds, we ſhall find, that the Im- 
1 Objects da ach on. our 
ſes primary Cauſe. and Spring 
— them all. The Truth of this we may 
experience by obſerving the gradual Pro- 
_ rational Creature makes in its firſt 

and Knowledge of Things 
trace the Original of our Per. 
Ng our Infancy, or. conſider 
at — we were capable of re- 
ceiving, even before we entered into the 
l we ſhall diſcover the Source of 
1 14 them 


5 eee vie, 
u thi alk to be, the of Objects 
II. ithdüt us on the ſeveral Or -vur 
enſes. The Perceptions of Fleafure and 
Pain ſeem to be all the Senſutions which 
. or Feetus in Ulero Mater no is 
| © of receiving. The [Infant on its 
| h Fleer Breaſt overs nd Notiev of 
a any Thing, but of the Objects which 
= dally and conſtantly ſurround him. | 
And all the Perceptions he hath from 
His Infancy to his Childhood; and from 
thence to perfect Manhood, are owing to 
ae 1 5 great Number and vaſt: Variety: of 
5 ſenlißle Objects he meets with, excepting 
thoſe Nibbices only he takes by reflecting 
on the internal Operations of his own 
Mind. But if to the Ideas of Senſations 
wie add thoſe we receive from the Reflec- 
tion of the Mind on its own internal Ope- 
_ rations, we ſhall include all the Pereep- 
tions we naturally have, as'is-now- _ 
rally poet by the beſt Philoſophers... So 
that the Im — — external Objects make 
on our 8e ifs and con — by their Means 
into the common Se to the Mind, 
are the Original of we eas and P 
tions; and the e the Mind takes of 
its own interna perations in apprehend- 
t ing external Objects, - gives Riſe to new 
= and different Perceptions, which are diſtin- 
| eder from the former as being we 
| only 


* 
* 
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- only)by-the. Reflection of F. Mam: IL, AVI. 


its on different State and 

ner of Thinking. And all of us are ſen- 
fible of, and daily . — the different | 
Degrees of Pleaſure and Pain which attend 
the ſeveral Perceptions of ;our Minds, 
ariſing either from Senſation or Reflection. 


There is ſcarce any, outward Affection of | 


our Senſes, or inward Thought of our 
Minds, which has not ſome. Degree of 


Delight or Uneaſineſs annexed to it. This 


the infinitely wiſe Author and Diſpoſer of 
| al Things — ſo ordered for great and 
Q, Ends. For were there not this con- 
N tan Pleaſure. or Pain, ariſing in our 
Minds from the different Qualities of 
ſſenſible Objects, or the various Thoughts 
we form within ourſelves, the Spring of 
all Motion and Action, both of Body and 
Mind would immediately ceaſe. All our 
Powers and Faculties would be uſeleſs and 
05 ed, and the whole Man would 
became a dull, unactive, lifeleſs Thing. 
The Motion of our own Bodies, and con- 


ſegquently of all external N about us, 


and all the ſeveral Operations of our Minds, 
take their Riſe and Beginning from the 
i or painful Senſations we receive 
rom Objedts without us; or from delight- 


ful or diſquieting Thoughts within us. 


Wa may obſerve the — Life of Man 
to 


— ͤ (— 
germ. t a con- 
51 ſtant Furſuit after hat is apprehended to 
e grateful and pleaſing, or aFlight from 
what/is: painful and tormenting 
III. Though we are naturally alfebiyd 


When Objects: or difag 
preſent themſelves to us; 

our! Senſes ve ser help bein = 
he Operations; and den Thoughts, 
— or diſpleaſing, naturally 


Alte in our Minds which it is not in our 
Power, either to prevent at firſt, or im- 
mediately to free ourſelves from. But yet 
we —— 3 will hearken 
to, or comply wi Suggeſtions. 
—*‚ = 3 

be generally exceeding and ſudden, 

and are — produced — and 
neceſſarily; yet, after the firſt Impreſſion 

us is over, it 18 rally in our 

Power to ſtop them, to take Time to 
conſider and d obſeve che — and 
Conſequences of them; at leaſt it is al- 
ways in our Power to refuſe our Compli- 


ance with them: We are at Liberty to 
cloſe in with theſe ſudden Thoughts, or 
not; we can deny our Conſent to them, 

f and uſe our Choice and free Will _ 
e 
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the Execution of 4 des a Iv 
ſo far elellty indulge 
and — — 
us, which at firſt came into our Minds 
againſt our Wills, and entertain them 
2 much Pleaſure and Delight, 


that 

may be raiſed and by them 
belide ourſelves, and hurried on to Action 
almoſt 'and the natural 


Freedom of our Wills; but then we muſt 
conſider, that this Commotion and Dif 
tarbance in our Breaſts, this violent Im- 
pulſe to Aion is voluntarily brought on 
ourſelves, when we firſt ga * to 


theſe 8 ns and pleaſed 
with them; and by chenthing of them in 
our Minds, and new-Strength to 


them; brought fuch an Uneaſinefs upon 
ourſelves, as we can no longer refrain 
from putting them in Action. Had we 
deen vigilant and careful to hinder the 
Growth of theſe Thoughts, before they 
had got too much Strength in our Minds; 
had we either at firſt fi them; or, 
if that were impoſſible, had we 
and not li to them; or had we taken 
Time to conſider the Tendency of them, 
and refuſed all manner of Conſent to, or 
Compliance with them, e had then eaſily 
governed them, and kept them in Subjec- 
tion to our Reaſon, within due — 
I an 
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Setm. and Limits. But if we will voluntarily 
— 4 entertain and indulge evil Thoughts, 
far as to let them get the Maſtery over 
us, it is not ſtrange that wWe ſhould be 
often ſo violently tranſported and hurried 
on to Action by them, as not to be able 
to reſiſt them. And this Impotency in us 

ought not to be complained of 04 

a natural Inability, ſince it proceeds Fo 
our Supineneſs: and Negligence about what 
en in our Minds, and from our volun- 
and eaſy Compliance with evil Sug- 
ns ; which contradicts the Uſe : 
of our Reaſon, which was given 
us to reſtrain and govern theſe diſorderly 
and irregular and ſinful Inclinations of our 
Minds; and gn deſtroys our Liberty 
ad Freedom o Will. This ſinks us down 
iritothe Condition of brute Beaſts, that 
act all by Senſe, and makes us move as 
neceſſari 7 as they are W led by 
Inſtinct. 

IV. As we eſtimate ſenſible Good by its 
Agreeableneſs to our ſenſitive Appetite, ſo 
we judge of rational Good hy 1 its Confor- 
mity to our rational Facul 
That there are rational Dali ghts of the 

Mind, as well as ſenſual Pleat kes of the 
Body, I hope will be readily granted by 
reaſonable Creature. This there- 

fore being ſuppoſed, let us reflect a little 
upon 
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upon what hath been already ſaid It 
is true we are naturally affected by ſenſible. 


Objects, and receive from them ene 


Pleaſure or Pain; and theſe Senſations 
prompt us to Action, but they do not lay 
a Neceſſity upon us thereunto. Thougl 

the internal Thoughts of our Mind, are 
ſometimes out of our Power, the Motion 
of our corporeal Members is voluntary; 
we can chooſe whether We. will comply or 
not with our Inclinations and Paſſions. 

and whether we will proceed to gratify 
them or not. We can take Time to con 

ſider the natural Conſequence of our 5 
ing to them, and impartially examine their 
5 and real Good; we can co 

e 


he true Advantage we ſhall receive by 
gratifying of them, with the contrary Dif. 
advantage, and ſet the Evil againſt the 
Good, and wiſely foreſee, whether we ſhall 


not deprive ourſelves of a real Good, while 


we purſue only an 1maginary one; whe- 


ther we ſhall not loſe a higher and more 
noble rational Pleaſure by the Satisfaction 
of an inferior, low, ſenſual Deſire. 
For it muſt be conſidered, human Na- 
ture 1s capable. of enjoying other Delights 
than. thoſe of Senſe ; and the Happineſs 


of Man is very far from conſiſting only.in 


bodily Pleaſures. Upon mature Delibera- 
tion we ſhall find, that the Happineſs of 


human 
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human Nature conſiſts in the Perfection 
of it. But the Perfection of Man lies in 
the greateſt poſſible Improvement and Bn- 


1 higheſt Exaltation of his 


nal Powers and Faculties, as well ag 
in the Gratification of the ſenſual Appe- 


tite. Human Nature is compoſed of tro 


Parts, a ſpiritual as well as a bodily Sub- 
ſtance; and he, that will wiſely conſult 
his own true Happineſs, muſt provide for 
the ſupreme Good of both. As the great. 
eſt Happineſs Man is capable of is the ut- 
moſt Perfection of his Nature, both of Soul 
and Body; and as every Degree of Hap- 

meſs is always proportionable to its cor- 
reſpondent Degree of Perfection; ſo the 
direct Way to Happineſs is to cultivate 


and improve our whole Nature; to pur- 
ſue the rational Pleaſure of the Intellect, 


as well as the ſenſual Pleaſure of the Ap- 
te. | - | | | MIL 
1 becauſe it often happens that ra- 


tional and ſenſual Pleaſures interfere and 


come in Competition with each other, at 
leaſt becauſe we are often prompted to an 

unreaſonable and unlawful Purſuit of bo- 
dily Pleaſure, contrary to the impartial 


Judgment, and real Approbation and Dic- 


tates of the Mind; it will be of great Mo- 
ment to conſider duly, and to be well ſa- 
tisfied, which Pleaſure ought to have the 


Preference, 
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Preference. Which naturally leads me to Serm. 


my fifth Propoſition, Which is, . 


V. Rational Good is to. de preferred . 


before ſenſible. | e192 B41 
The Truth of this Propoſition will ma- 
nifeſtly a if we conſider the Dignity 
— — of human Nature; its Su- 
periority and Preference in the viſible Cre- 
ation: And wherein conſiſts its Diſtinction 
and Pre- eminence above all the Creatures 
Now the Glory and Excellence of hu-- 
man Nature is the rational Soul, an im- 
material and immortal Spirit, capable of 
rehenſion and Judgment and Reaſon, 
_ eby we e the Pro and 
Affections of Things, diſcover their Agree- 
ment or Diſagreement, and deduce certain 
Conſequences and Concluſions from the 
Nature and Qualities of them. But more 
eſpecially the Dignity and Superiority of 
human Nature is moſt evident and | 
cuous in its Power and Ca of appre- 
hending and acknowledging a Deity, and 
of adoring and worſhipping him accord-. 
ing to the infinite Purity and Perfection 
of his Nature, by rendering to him our 
reaſonable Service, and expecting from 
him a future State of Rewards and Pu- 


niſnments, which no other Creature in 


this viſible World beſides ourſelves diſco- 
| vers 
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Serm. vers the leaſt ' Notice or Apprehenſion of. 
s that the great Diſtinction of Man from 
his Fellow-Creatures here below is his ra- 


tional Faculty, whereby he comes to the 
Knowledge of his Maker, and of the Duty 
he owes him; whereby he diſcovers the 
Reaſon and Nature of Things; where 

he diſcriminates Truth from Fal ; 


and diſcerns the eternal and immutable 
Difference between Good and Evil. 


And as the rational Soul is the Glory | 
and Excellence of human Nature; fo the 
Improvement and Perfection of that is the 


chief Good and Happineſs of Man. The 


Enjoyments of Senſe may be eſteemed a 
meaner and inferior Good, but they are 
no more to be compared with the rational 
Pleaſures of the Mind, than the brutal 
NM is to be placed in Competition 
with the Angelic Intelle&. Indeed ſenſual 
Pleaſures are the Gratifications of our 


brutal Part, but the rational Delights of 


the Mind are the Enjoyments of our hea- 
venly and divine Faculty. By the former 
we fink and debaſe ourſelves into the Con- 


dition of brute Beaſts; by the latter we 
raiſe and advance our human Nature to 


a- Participation of the Divine. So much 


more preferable 1s rational Pleaſure to ſen- 


ſual Delight. | 


And 


| * as / our Happineis conſiſts chiefly 
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in the Improvement and Perfection of 


the nobleſt Part of ourſelves ; ſo in our 


Purſuit after it we ſhould moſt highly 


eſteem and value rational Good, as the 
only Pleaſure fit and adapted to our Rea - 
Fo and Intellect. This alone lies adequate 
to our Minds, and is freely to be enjoyed 
by us, without any Mixture or Alloy of 
Eain or Evil. All ſenſual Pleaſures are 
ſatiating and cloying; but many times 
that is not the worſt of them, they are 
often attended with Uneaſineſs and Pain, 
even when they are innocent and lawful; 
but when they are unlawful, they always 
leave Grief and Anguiſh and Vexation of 
Mind behind them, when we give our- 
| ſelves; Time ſeriouſly to reflect on the Evi 
of them. Wherefore rational Good is to 
be pr eferred before ſenſual. N 
3 VI. And. laſtly, Our ſenſual Appetite 
ought, to be ſubject. and ſubordinate to 
8 and Commands of our Rear | 
_ For if;our Reaſon-be the 4 
of rational Good, and rational Good 
to be preferred before ſenſible, our diſ- 
cerning Faculty ought to be clear and un- 
Aiturbell, that we — diſtinctly ſee what 
is. good and moſt perfective of our Na- 
ture: And our Wills ought to be free and 
2 
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be ſo unhappy 
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at Liberty, to be unconſtrained and un- 
biafled, that we may purſue what we ap- 

al te onght to be kept in due 
Subjection to our Reaſon, For ſhould 
our Paſſions uſurp the Seat of our Reaſon, 
and inſtead of obeying over-rule it, our 
Underſtanding would be ſo clouded. by 
them, that it would be very difficult for 
us to diſcern what is Good; and fuppoſ- 
ing we do, our Wills would be ſo biaſſed 
and ſwayed by them, that we ſhould not 
be able to follow it. Our Condition would 
as that the nobleſt Part of 


ourſelves, our Souls, and that which diſ- 


tinguiſhes us from the Beaſts that periſh, 
— Men, our Reaſon and Un- 


derſtanding and Freedom of Will, would 
be ſo far from being uſeful, or ornamen- 
tal, or any Way valuable to us, that they 
would be a heavy Burden to us, a Vex- 
ation and Torment to ourſelves. The 


_ Beaſts by living only by Senſe purſue the 


Deſign of their Being : But Mankind by 
ſubmitting their Reaſon to the Dominion 
of their ſenſual Appetite live below them- 


| ſelves, and deſtroy the very End of their 


Being, and degenerate into the greateſt 
Monſters of the viſible Creation. For all 


other Creatures in the World live up to 


the Deſign of their Formation; Man only, 


by. 


Reaſon, becotncs the moſt — 
deformed, and truly monſtrous Part of 
God's Works. What Diſorder would be 
docrafioned in the material World by Bo- 
dies moving contrary to their ſettled Laws 
of Motion * That Confuſion it is in the 
intellectual Syſtem for rational Creatures 
to act contrary to the Dictates of their 
Reaſon. Hence have aroſe all the Miſ- 
chiefs and Calamities and Miſeries, all the 
Rum and Defolation and Bloodſhed, all 
the Tumults and Wars, that have ever 
been in the World. 

But the foft ſtill Voice of Reaſon and 
Wiſdom is not heard in the Heat 'and 
Hurry and Violence of our Paſſions. And 
ore to prevent the unſpeakable Miſ- 
chiefs of our ungovernable Paſſions, we 
muſt be careful to reſiſt and ſtifle them in 
therr firſt Rife and Spring. But notwith- 
ſtanding all our Care they will harurally 
riſe in our Breafts, and give us Dit- 
turbance, unleſs the Sources o them 3 in 
our Minds, which are our Thoughts, be 
timely checked and ſuppreſſed m ont 
Growth and Increaſe, So that the 
Art of governing our Paſſions conſiſts 
the good Government of our — 
And that we may govern well our Thoughts, 
2 2 we 
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Serm. we muſt accuſtom ourſelves to think & 

Fo XVI. hat i is virtuous, good and excellent, and 
make that the chief End of all our La- 
bours and Studies, the great Object of all 
our Deſires and Wiſhes., 

And to this. Purpoſe. I ſhall conclude 
this Diſcourſe with the Words of St Paul, 

Phil. iv. 8. Finally, Brethren, whatſoever Things are 

true, whatſoever Things are honeſt, ub“ 
ever Things are juſt, whatſoever Things are 
pure, whatſoever Thin . are won what ſo- 


ever T, ey are of. go t; if there be 
any Virtue, and if Fs, £4 any Fuer 
think on theſe Things. - . 


ä May Almighty God, by the Inſpiration 
of his bay Spirit, 2 cleanſe and pu- 
9 our Hearts, and by his gracious 
Governance ſo influence and ſan 
- . our Wills, ſo direct and order 
our Thoughts and Affections, that 
we may always will and do what 1 18 
acceptable and well-pleaſing 1 in his 
Sight, 8 A our Lord, 


Amen. 


e 
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ad. 3 


1 Cor, XVI. 14. 
Let all your Things be done with Charity. - 

N the Verſe immediately preceeding Serm. 

E Paul exhorteth the Corinthians to XVII. 4 
Watchfulneſs in their ſpiritual Voca- - 
tion, and to Stedfaſtneſs in the Faith, to 1 
quit themſelves like Men, and to be ſtrong; 
to ſhew their Courage and Reſolution 
and Conſtancy in their Chriſtian Pro- 
feſſion and Practice, as true and faithful 
Diſciples and Servants of their Lord and 
Maſter, Chriſt Jeſus; And in the Words 
of my Text he gives them a general Pre- 
cept and Injunction, which they ſhould 
be very careful to obſerve in all their Af- 
fairs and TIONS with one another, 

a AY: 5 an 
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XVII. ſays = be done with Charity. The Word, | 
” © which we here tranflate Charity, properly 
ſignifies Love, and the Senſe and Meaning 
of the Apoſtle in this Exhortation is, that 
this Affection of Mind ought to be the 
Spring and Principle of all our Actions; 
this either actually or virtually ought to 
influence our whole Lives and Converſa- 
tions in the World; and ſo to poſſeſs and 
govern our Hearts, as to ſuffer no Root 
of Bitterneſs to. ſpring up there. The 
Fruits and Effects of this Principle will 
manifeſt themſelyes, Furſt, with reſpect 
to God, whom we ſhall chiefly and above 
all other Things love; and Secondly, with 
reſpect to our Neighbour, whom we ſhall 
truly and heartily love for God's Sake. 
We ſhall firſt love God, as the beſt, and 
moſt excellent, and perfect Being, and as 
the Author and Giver of all Good; and 
then in Subordination and next to him, 
we ſhall love our Neighbour and ourſelves 
as far as we are the Children of God, and 
Faves of His Righteouſneſs and true 
ineſs. 


In ny following Diſcourſe therefore I 
thall, 


1 Treat of this Princip of Action in 
general. 3 5 | : 
Linn i: 
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I. Confider it with 1 


to its Ob- _ | 
jects, uz. God, our N and Our- 


II. Conclude with ſome uſeful Obſer- 
vations and practical Inference 


I. I will treat of Love or Charity in ge- 
neral, as a Principle of Action. It is very 
certain, that there are many Things in 
the World, which are much better per- 
ceived and underſtood by Obſervation and 
Experience, than they can be defined or 
deſeribed by any Words and Expreſſions, 
and ſuch is Charity or Love. However, 
that I may diſcourſe the more intelligibly 
upon this Subject, I ſhall premiſe the fol- 
lowing Definition. Love is an Affection 
of the Mind to be pleaſed and delighted 
with the Good of its Object. Now as the 

great Spring and firſt Cauſe of all the Mo- 

tions and Actions in the World is Pleafure, 
or Good and Happineſs in general; this 
Principle muſt be the original Incitement 
and Motive to Action, without which the 
World would ſtand ſtill and ſtagnate, and 
all the Creatures in it become hfeleſs. For 
either the Pleaſure of the Agent, or the 
Good of the Object, about which he ex- 
erts himſelf and exerciſes his Power, is the 
Inducement to begin and ſet about any 
Action. But in all good Beings both the 
: 24 Pleaſure 
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Pleaſure of the Agent and the Good of 
the Object conſtitute but one Principle of 
Action. For all good Beings take Plea- - 


ſure and Delight in the Good and Happi- 


neſs of others, as well as of themſelves. 


And therefore the Pleaſure of doing 
Good to others, or of contemplating the 


Virtues and Excellencies of any Object, is 


the true Cauſe of our Love and Admira- 


tion and Adoration of it, and ſets all the *- 
Powers and Faculties of our Souls at work 


to obtain this Good, and to be made Par- 
takers of it. For this becomes a freſh 


Source and Spring of Joy and Rejoicing 


to ourſelves to ſee the Welfare and Profpe- 
rity of others, and ſtill incites and ſpurs 
us on to purſue and promote their Hap- 
pineſs. So that this Principle of Love is 
the ſureſt, moſt conſtant, and nobleſt 
Motive and Inducement to all Virtue and 
Goodneſs. 841 K 

There are indeed other Principles of 
Action in human Nature, as our Hopes 
and Fears, which uſually bear a great 
Sway and Rule in the Generality of Man- 


kind, who are governed more by their 


private Intereſts and Advantages, than by 


a true Regard and Value for Virtue and 


Goodneſs itſelf; but theſe are not ſo gene- 


rous, godlike, and divine, as the Spirit 


of Love, which reigns and predominates 


. * 
it 4 2 1 = _— 
2 4 © ö * * . * * 
1 = 


* 


* __ ©, Of CnamniTy. * +468 
in the Breaſt of God himſelf; and which Serm. 
e r his Creatures are XVII. | 
moved and animated by it, muſt make 5 0 
them moſt like and conformable to their * 
Maker. For wherein can Man be more 
like and reſemble God, than in the moral 
Excellencies and Virtues of his Mind, and 
eſpecially in the Spring and Fountain of 
them all, the divine Love? N i 
3 For though God is often pleaſed in holy -. 
Scripture to incite and encourage us to all 
Virtue and Godlineſs by the greateſt and 
moſt precious Promiſes of everlaſting Life 
and Glory; and to deter us from all Sin "-j 
and Wickedneſs with the Threatnings of " 
eternal Puniſhment and Miſery ; and if | 
by any Means and Arguments we are per- 
ſuaded and prevailed upon to be careful 
and diligent in the Performance of our 
Duty, he will accept and reward our ſin- 
cere Obedience and Service, accompanied 
with ſome Degree of Affection to him: 
Yet the beſt and moſt acceptable Service 
and Worſhip we can render to God, pro- 
ceeds only from the Eſteem and Value we 
have for him and his holy Laws. And 
unleſs our Love be an Ingredient and mix 
itſelf in our Duty in ſome Meaſure, all 
our moſt ſpecious Performances from any 
other Motive are to no Purpoſe,” and will 
Joſe their Reward ; no Sacrifice will be ſa- 


voury, 


N 4 * 
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__ Serm. voury, which is not ſeaſoned with this 
e Sat. But how poor and mean ſoever the 

3 W Offexing may be in itſelf, if it proceed 
from this Principle and it be made with 
an upright and true Heart, God will gra- 
85 accept it, and be pleaſed with it. 

For God regards not ſo much the material 

Acts of ou Obedience, as the Mind and 
| Intention with which they are performed; 

ll | 4 —ñ̃ — — 
=_ - For Virtue is a Conformity of Mind 
. \= Reaſon of Perſons and Things, which is 
_ the Rule of Action to all rational Beings, 
1 __ agreeable and pleafant to their Nature, 
and as grateful to every reaſonable Being, 
as the Satisfaction and Gratification of any 
of our Senſes can be to our ſenſitive Appe- 
tite. And therefore every rational Being 

loves and delights in Virtue and Holineſs, 

Truth and Righteouſneſs, and their Mind 
and Will is regulated and governed by this 

Rule; fo that they naturally love and are 

with true and righteous Perſons, 
as being like and reſembling themſelves, 
having one and the fame Mind, the fame 

Will and Deſire, conſenting and agreeing 
in the fame good and righteous Practice, 
being diſpoſed and inclined, ſtirred upand 
moved to Action by the ſame Principle of 
72800 Love 
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Love to Virme, which is the true Spirit Srm. 
of their Mind, and perſect Rectitude of II. 
their Nature. This is the Spirit which aa! 
firſt moved and diſpoſed God to begin the 
Creation, and to make fuch a Multitude 
and yaſt Variety of Bemgs, and to endue 
them all with their ſeveral Powers and Fa- 
culties, as ſo. many manifeſt Evidences 
and Expreſſions of his Goodneſs and Be- 
5 neficence; but moſt eſpecially did he make 
Man in his own Image and Likeneſs, as 
the Top and Perfection of this viſible Cre- 
ation, —— Uſe and Benefit princi- 
pally he formed and conſtituted all his 
other Creatures here on Earth. 5 
And wherein did this Image of God in 
Man confift but in Righteouſneſs and true Eph. ir: 
Holineſs, according to St Paul? And what 24: 
is Righteouſneſs and Holineſs but the na- 
tural = genuine Fruit of the Spirit ac- 
cording to the fame Apoſtle, For he ex- 
_ prefly ſays, The Fruit of the Spirit is in all Eph. v.. 
Goodneſs, and Righteoufneſs, and Truth. And 
again he declares, I e. 
mt is Love, Joy, Peace, Long- ſuffering, 
Gentleneſs, Goodneſs, Faith, Meekne/s, Tem- 
perance; againſt ſuch there is no Lau. 
From theſe Portions of holy Scripture it 
plainly appears, — = ht to place -4 
the true and origmal I N n 
Man; and in which conſequently his ſu- 
7 preme 
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derm. preme Dignity and Excellence and Glory 
XVII. qo conſiſt. And after the Fall, when — ; 
= * © firſt Parents had loſt in a great Meaſure 
_ this divine Image, and depraved and cor- 
rupted the true Rectitude of their Nature, 
what is the principal End and Deſign of 
God in the Revelation of his Will, both 
in the Old and New Teſtaments, but to 
nerate us, and to renew a right Spirit 
within us? To this Purpoſe: St Paul ad- 
Eph. iv. moniſhes the Epbeſians, That ye put off con- 
22, 23. cerning the former Converſation the old Man, 
which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
Luis: And be renewed in the Spirit of your 
| Mind. And in like manner he entreateth 
Rom. xi. the Romans, 1. beſeech you therefore, Bre- 
* thren, by the Mercies of God, that ye pre- 
ſent your Bodies a living Sacrifice, holy, ac- 
ceptable to God, which is your reaſonable Ser- 
vice. And be not conformed to this World ; 
but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
pour Mind, that ye may prove what is that 
Good, and acceptable and perfect Will of God. 
From all which appears the Importance 
and Excellence of the general Principle of 
Action implied in the Words of my Text; 
Let all your Things be done with Love or 
II. I ſhall now diſcourſe of this Prin- 
iple with regard to its Objects, viz. God, 
our Neighbour, and Qurſelves.  _ 


7 CHARITY. 


Bebe we can truly and ſincerely love Serm. 


8 any Object, we ought to have a juſt E- X 
ſteem = Value for it; and before we can 
have this Eſteem and Value, we muſt con- 

ceive right Notions and Ap rehenſions of 

it. For all Affection is founded in Eſteem, 
and Eſteem in Knowledge and Judgment, 
both which derive their Truth and Cer- 
tainty from a clear and diſtinct Perception 
of the true Nature and Properties o Fer- 


ſons and Things. Before therefore we can 


eſteem and reverence God, we muſt enter- 


; tain in our Minds juſt Thoughts and Opi- 


nions of his divine Nature and Attributes. 
His Self-exiſtence, Omnipotence, and Su- 
remacy, will ſtrike us with an Awe and 
—.— of his divine Majeſty ; his in- 
fallible Knowledge and Wiſdom will beget 
in us Admiration and Praiſe. But his 
ſuperabundant Bounty and Beneficence, 
his Goodneſs and Kindneſs, his Mercy, 
Truth, and Faithfulneſs, and that whi 
comprehends all, his moral Excellencies 
and Perfections, his everlaſting Righteouſ- 
neſs and Holineſs, will excite in us the 
higheſt Eſteem and Love, and fill our Souls 
with unſpeakable Joy, Peace, and Com- 
fort. We fear and dread irreſiſtible Power, 


we admire and adore unerring Wiſdom, 


but are pleaſed and delighted with perfect 
Goodneſs, 


3% 


380 
XVII. 


- 


— wass all the Atibutcs ef God, Surg, 


though they often miſapply and | 
— moſt — — as for 


Of CunanrrTy., 
Goodneſs, guided and governed by uni- 
verſal Righteouſneſs. 360; v 


and ſeparately conſidered, call for our du 
Praiſe and Adoration ; but ſome of his 
Perfections are communicable to his Crea- 
tures according to their Nature, and which 
they actually partake of in Tome Degree. 


Inſtance, Power 'and Knowledge, which 
infernal Spirits have in ſome Meaſure, and 


* which they exert and exerciſe only in do- 


ing all the Evil and Miſchief they can in 


the World, as far as God is pleaſed to 
allow and permit them. Other Attributes 
there are, which depend upon the divine 
Will, ſuch as Goodneſs and Kindneſs, 
Mercy and Patience, Juſtice and Equity, 
all which are regulated by God's Righte- 
ouſneſs and Holineſs, which is that gene- 
ral Principle m the Deity, by which he is 
pleaſed and chooſes to ſteer and govern 
all his Actions. For all the other very 
beſt Perfections, without Holineſs, may 
degenerate and loſe their Nature, if they 
be extended to improper and unworthy 
Objects, or beyond their due Meaſure and 
Thus Kindneſs and Beneficence 
may fink into Weakneſs and Softneſs; 
Mercy and Forbearance into Indulgence, 
Eaſineſs 
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Eaſineſs and Fondneſs; and Juſtice into Serm. 
Violence, ion and Cruelty; if they XVII. 
be not ruled and directed by the Nature 
and Reaſon of Perſons and Things, which 
all intelligent and rational Beings, who 
have not debaſed and corrupted themſelves, 
are pleaſed and delighted to obſerve, as 
a Law to them, in all their Thoughts, 
Words and Works. The Pleaſure and 
Delight they take in this Conformity of 
Practice to Truth and Virtue is the 1 Wo 
Rectitude of their Nature, which conſiſts 
in an uniform and unvariable Principle of 
Love to univerſal Righteouſneſs, 
It is generally acknowledged by all 
Mankind, that God Almighty is the moſt 
perfect Being. But it may be aſked, What 
is the chief Perfection of a rational Being? 
And the true Anſwer is, his Rati 
By which Perfection I mean not only the 
Power and Faculty of underſtanding and 
knowing what is and true, but an 
innate Principle of Love and Affection 
to Truth and Righteouſneſs itſelf, from 
. whence all the moral Virtues, as from a 
| hom. Fountain, do naturally ſpring and 
This is a general Principle, and a 
Ingredient in all Virtue, and 
wich conſtitutes the Form and Eſſence 
of it; ſo that no Action can be virtuous 
and good without it. Out of Love to 
25 Goodneſs 


1 : 12 | 75 : 4 
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Sei, tes aud Benefcttice; as in Thelf' 
„ RE and fit, rg becoming the Deity, 
were e Heaben and Earth created in the 
g, and by it all Things conſiſt. 
Arr "therefore Righteouſneſs'or Holineſs / 
is the moſt rel univerſal, and reign- 
ing Perfection in the divine Nature, and 
for that Reaſon ſo much celebrated and 
highty extolled in holy Writ.” Thus the 
Angels and glorified Spirits cry to one ano- 
Ini. vi. 3. ther, Holy, holy, holy 1s the' Lord of Hoſte, 
tb whole Barth is full of his Glory.” And 
Rev.iv.8. 2 again, "They reſt not Day and Night, ſaying, 
© » Holy, "poly, Holy, Lord God Almighty whith 
az, An i 7s, 457 is to come. Now this be- 
10 the ſu reme and moſt excellent Per- 
God, what he is beſt pleaſed i 
wich 200 always delights in, this conſe- 
quentiy muſt be the chief Object of our 
Deſire, and what we ſhould moſt eſpeci- 
ally affect and loye. (uno 
| 5 appears what Notion ita Kea" 
we ſhould conftaitly have in our Minds 
of God, when we form any Judgment 
and Concluſion about his Proceedin and 
Dealings with the Sons of Men. For at 
the ſame time that we apprehend him to 
be our moſt beneficent and bountiful Cre- 
ator, our gracious Preſerver and Gover- 
nor, our merciful Redeemer and juſt 


Judge, we muſt always conceive him to 
be 


Of CHARITY. | 
be a holy and righteous Being ; and that 
all ius Perſe collected and united 


ack the Sum and Comprehenſion of 
which in one word is his true Holineſs, 


conſtitute but one and the ſame divine 


Eſſence or Deity, the firſt and ſupreme Ob- 
ject of our higheſt Eſteem and Affection. 
All other Objects, as far as they are 
true Copies and juſt Reſemblances of this 
great Original of all Righteouſneſs and 
Holinef are ſo far amiable and lovely, 


* 


2 


222 


35 


Serm. 
XVI. 


- 


and merit our proportionable Regard and 


Eſteem ; and this they do upon Account 


only of their being Partakers of the divine 


Nature, being endued with the fame Prin- 
ciple of Love to all Truth and Righteouſ- 
neſs, having the like Mind and Will with 
God, and actuated and enlivened with the 
ſame Spirit. For ſhould they be deſtitute 
of this heavenly Grace, and moved by a 
contrary and oppoſite Spirit, a Spirit of 
Envy and Hatred, of Malice and Spite, 
all their other Qualities and Endowments 
would degenerate and change their Na- 
ture, and be the Occaſion only of Evil and 
Miſchief to others, and of Sin and Miſery 
and perpetual Torment to themſelves. 
This ought therefore to be the Ground 
and Foundation, the firſt and' chief Mo- 
tive and Inducement to-the Love of our 
Neighbour and ourſelves; as it was the 
Aa <. original 
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original Principle of Rectitude in our firſt 


Parents before their Tranſgreſſion and Fall, 


wand the ad Conſequences of it, the Dege- 


neracy;and. Corruption of human Nature 


fulnels of Satan. It is the higheſt Clory 
and Excellence of a Creature to approa« 


the neareſt to and, moſt truly to reſemble 
his Creator, as far as the Nature and Con- 


& 4 


ditio f a, Creature wall admit of, and 


in the 
B 


* 


we NAS een eee, 


| | uſtre, and make 

us appear ſo lovely and beautiful in the 

Iyes of God and of all good Men, as the 

ſteady Practice of all Godlineſs and Vir- 
| N 1 Aenne 


. 
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tue, rd Love to Truth an Right- 
tus en | 


I repeat ſo Chen this Prindif e of Love 
to o Trith and Righteouſheſs, and inſiſt ſo 
muck upon it, becauſe without it our 
beſt Deeds, and our moſt ſhining Virtues, | 
even gr Charity Rolf, are nothing worth; | 
underſtanding by Charity Beneficence'or = 
Almigiving.” by this St Paul expreſly 
declares.” 7 eak, ſays he, "with » Cor. xiii, 
the Tongue of 2 of Angels, and have * 
not Charity, 1am become as founding Braſs, 
0f o'tinkling Cymbal. ” And though I hav 70 
the Git of Prophecy, © and d; and 

flextes, and all Knowledge ; - 5 b1 
hive all Faith; a that I 2 remove Ma 
tains, and have not Charity, I am not. 
Aud Tbeftow all my 22 zo fed 

Ptor, ant though I give my Body to be 4 5 
and have not Charity it profiteth me natbing. 
Where the original 1 Word: which we tratt- 
ſlate Charity, properly ſignifies Love; of 
God firſt and principally, and of all Truth 
and Righteouſneſs, as beſt leaſing and ac- 
ceptable to him, and of all other Beings, 
as far as they ate influenced and governed 
by this Principle: | So that for God's fake, 

or for Truth and Righteouſneſs fake, are 

we chiefly to love our Neighbour and our- 
ſelves; Gr if we ey love. God, we ſhall 

diligently keep his Commandments, as the 
A a 2 beſt 


| 
| 
| 
| 
ll 
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beſt Expreſſion and rel Evidence, of aur 
Love to Pim. 


8 For without this Love, t. Heine We 


Ezekiel 


ſhall be enamoured ice and Wick- 
5 neſs, and how 20 pak Ns we 
all then appear to our own ſelves God 
57555 7h au Ezekiel 1 y. teſtifies in 
het W Then ſhall ye remember your, 


m—_ $5 own evil Ways, and your „ e that: were 


not good, and ſhall lol be Jour feboes in your, 


oon Sight, fer your Iniquities, a {for your... 


mM nations, | 
III. I ſhall conclude. with: ſome uſeful 
the Whole and practical Inference from 
0 E. f t. 

I., From the Words of my Text, Let 
735 your Things be done with Charity or 4400 44 5 
we may obſerve the Principle 

down by the great Apoſtle St N vo 
ought to run through and influence, all 
our Thou; ghts, Words, and Actions, | 
Charity or 17 The great N of 15 
general Principle is Fe and rinci- 
. pally God, the Ori N of all Perfection, 


Pl. eu. and Fountain of all Good, who 15 71ghteous.; 


17. 


in all his Ways, and boly in all bis Wark. 
And all God's e as far as they, 
reſemble him, and truly partake of his 
Goodneſs and Holineſs, are proper Objects, 
worthy of our due Affection and Love. 


This ought to be the Diſpoſition, F Tanz | 
an q 


e 
and Temper of our Mind. And altho we 
e f. have this Principle in View 
in all our Ach 


tually, though not actually, propoſe it to 
ourſelves in alt our Doings ; like Travel- 
lers who make their Journey's End the 

Motive' and Inducement of undertaking it, 
though they have it not always in their 


Thoughts, nor in their Sight, while they 
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ons, nor can our Intention 
be always fixed upon it; yet may we vir 


are ſtill walking on forwards in the Way 


towards it. 


ah, From this Diſcourſe we may ob. 


ſerve the great Rule and Standard of all 
Virtue and Goodneſs, which hath been 
the Enquiry, 2 and Diſquiſition of 
the beſt moral Philoſophers, both ancient 
and modern, though now it is diſcovered 


and known, it is plain and obvious, and 


eaſily to be underſtood in moſt Caſes by 
Perſbus of common and ordinary Capaci- 


ties. This Rule is a Conformity of Prac- 
tice to Truth, or in other Words to the 


Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and Things. 
For we cannot hut ſee and obſerve different 
Perſons and Things in the World, which 
have peculiar Properties, Relations, and 


Dependencies, which require ſuitable Ac- 


tions, and a Behaviour becoming their ſe- 
veral Natures ; and Truth is only a Con- 


formity to the Nature of Things, which 


Aa 3 Con- 
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forraity is the general Rule of Action to 
4 , all . Beings, a Love to which 
— 3 the Form̃ and Eſſence of Vir- 
Now this 1 is Sree  under- 
dec the often wi er thro 
the various Luſts and Paſſions, Vices and 
Corruptions of Mankind. For though it 

E. be difficult in ſome Caſes, and in 
& impoſſible for us to know the Truths 
t Mankind: are generally capable of 
Tet what is juſt and right, ood and 
F - true, as far as concerns their Buty and 
_—- Obedience, both gur bleſſed Saviour him- 


iy 
14 
2 
1 


| 0 4 his great Apoſtle St Paul givt us 
fag y to underſtand, . For thus our Lord 
| ptchends the hypocritical eu. And 

| Luke xii, 15 even o rſs | Jude ye not mow is 
BM 7 il? And thus $t Þ St ee | 
i Opinion and Julg ment of the Corinth 
t rr. xi. emſelves, 7 e, ſays he, 26 pools 
13. 1d in his 75 He 19 the Philippians he 
hs this general Precept. Bre- 


Hnalh, 

Phil. tv. 8. hren, 4phatſcever Things are true, "what, 
ever Things are bonefl, whatſoever Ti bings 
1 juſt, whatſoever Things are pure, me 

. ſoever Things are lovely, whatſoever Thing 

are of- Report; if there be e any Flee, 
and 1 there be any Praiſe, think l theſe 
_ Things. 
Jah, From what hath been ſhady we 
may obſerve the ſupreme Excellence and 
Perfection 


nA. 
Perfection of a rational Being, and where- Serm. 


in his true Dignity, Pre- eminence, and ah of 


_ Glory do really confiſt ; which lie in act- 
ing rationally, or according to Reaſon. 

For our Rationality, or the Principle of 
Reaſon and moral Senſe, with which we 
are endued, and in which we ſo much ex- 
85 ne all ſublunary 8 is the Ho- 
e our Na- 
ture; the higheſt Excellence we have 
| Notion of, or can conceive. But to 
ac ſtrictły and exactly according to the 
true Dignity of our Nature and the higheſt 
Improvement it is capable of, is our ſu- 
ä Perfection, and conſequently our 
rnioſt: Happi This Principle there- 
fore of Reaſon, or this Rectitude of our 
Nature which inclines and diſpoſes us to 
act up to the Dignity of our Being, and 
to conform all — to the Rules 
of Truth and Righteouſneſs, is the Sum 
and Comprehenſion of all Virtue and Good 
neſs; and, had it not been depraved ane 

ed, would have made us perfectly 
in the Love and Favour F God to 
all Eternity. 5 

2 true and right Reaſon i is of divine 
Original, and derives its Pedigree and Ex- 
ion from the Nature and Eſſence of 
Gad himſelf. For God is the moſt rea- 
fonable, righteous, and 'holy Being we 
Aa 4. can 


| 

| 

| | 
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can, concęiye. And the 3 
and Fountain of. his, everlaſting E 
- oulneſs and Holineſs is > the moſt perfoct 


= "and immutable. Rectitudę of his Nature. 


This is the Cauſe of his Love to all Virtue 


and Goodnels. For all Beings naturally 


155 and delight in what is conſonant and 
recable. to their Nature, and ſuch is 
ruth and Ri ghteouſneſs to the and 


| 5 Nature _ God... Becauſe is ei- 


ay A righteous in his own Nature, 
every. Being naturally loves 
Aigle and 1 18 pleaſed With every other 


Being, as far as he is truly like and re- 


ſembles es himſelf ; AG is God holy 


6 and righteous in all his Ways, and all his 


Pal. xi. 7. 


Commandments, are right and true, ,juſt 

and good; therefore et the righteous 
5 — Righteouſneſs, and ith ig a- 
Vaud able Countenance doth be behold be r. 


71g bf. : 


| 4105 From hence we may Tn that 
Rig 


nifies not only any particular and — 4 


teouſneſs or Holineſs, is a general 
e of a rational Being, and ſig- 


Virtue alone, but 4 an eſſential Ingredient 
of all Virtue ; ſo that no Action can be 
right or good, which is contrary — re- 


2 Pogpen to Holineſs. . From. this general 


erfection derive all the moral 2 — 
fs of every reaſonable Being. For * 
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is ihe Principle, which'is included ine Boom. 
Rectitude of the divine Natiire,, and is . 

4 and eſſential to it; though che, 

external Acts and Emanations which ſpring 
from it, are all voluntary, and ee 
upon the good Pleaſure of Almighty God. 
And therefore though the righteous Lord 
eternally loves Righteouineſs, and cannot 
| dootwtivits conſiſtently with his Nature; 
yet, as to the Creation of the World, God 
was under no Neceflity to begin it; and 
— — "hs Groen: the iction 
of them, and their continual Preſervation 
and Subſiſtence, were all the Reſult of his 
free Will, and ere from che Counfel 
Od e ee , . 
Ty; a ewn W at 1s — 
— e be of every rational Be- 
ing, vis. a righteous Diſpoſition and Prac- 
tice, and that this a general Principle, the 
true Form, Soul, and Spirit of every Vir- 
tue, and common to them all; it may nat 
be improper to enquire, which i is the moſt 
—— of 2 the 8 and Graces, 
and ſe conſidered. For it 
18 ee Pc St Paul had enu- 
merated the ſeveral Gifts of the Spirit, 
and had exhorted the Corinthians to covet 1 Cor. xii. 
earneſtly: the beſt Gifts; in the Concluſion 3. 
he adds, and per ow 4 wnto you's 4 more ex- 
gellent Way. 
And 


= 


— 
- 


3 are one” . 

. r —— 
m t 

Gs dation of the: Nature and excellent 


Properties of Charity; umderſtanding 
| Char Goodne or Brerene in ga 4 


Cle of Tore. * Thugh 1 peek, ö. 
4 ' Though 174 , ſays — 


2 with the ny 2 and of 
Amel, and have not Charit yer of 


95 | 
as ſounding Braſs, or a. tinkling Cymbal: 
And though I have the Gift of Pro 
underfland all Myſteries,, and all 


3-6 


ledge; 


and though ¶ have all Faith, ſb that I could 

remove "Mountains, and have no Charity, 7 
1 Tim. i. am not hing. Fur the End of the Command- 
* ment is C arity, ſaith the ſame te, 


out of a pure Heart, and a good Conſe 
Gal.v.14. and Faith unfeigned. Fur 5 that loweth 
anotber hath fulfilled the whole Law. And 
Col. iii, above. all Things, faith he, put on Chari 
14. hichas.the Bond of Per factneſi. This he 
preferreth before Faith and Hope. Now 
abideih Faith; 17710 Charity, theſe three, 
but the greateſt of theſe is Charity, Above 
_ iv. all-Things, faith St Peter, have. fervent Cha- 
8 rity among your felves. | This St James ſtiles 
= il. 8. che Royal Law. And St Jobn terms it by 
Eph, is. Way of Eminence and Dignity, God's Com- 
*3. mandment, This is his Commandment, that 
ve ſpauld love one another, Our bleſied da- 
viour claims it as his peculiar Law, This 

11 


ond 


7 bf GAG —— 8 
— that _—_ burone another; Serm: 
fs urges it Vehemence and I. 
Earneſtneſs, — as to make it a new Con Tun 
mandment: i new Commandment I 
unto you, that ye love ons another. And the 
Obſervance of it he chooſes for the Mark 
and Diſtinction of his 1 u John xiii. 
ſhall all Men know that ye 1 Diſt 6, 34+ 35+ 
10 ye have Dove one — Jucken the 
and Excellency of Charity, or 
| —— and Beneficence in general, 
nging from a Love of Truth and 
Wende as its Root _ Principle. 
All which are joined t er by St Poul, 
and called the Fruit of the Spirit. br 
the Fruit of the Spirit #s in all Goodneſs, Adr. v. 9. 
F. eouſneſs, and Truth. But, 
1) Otbly' and laſtly, There are other parti- 
4 and Graces, which are like- 
wiſe called the Fruit o them Spirit, and re- 
commended in holy Scripture to our Prac- 
tice. Thus we read in the Epiſtle to the 
Galatians, But the Fruit of the Spirit is Oal. v. s, 
Love, Joy, Peace, Long-ſuffering, Gentle- 3. 
neſs, 200 Faith, Meekneſs, Temperance. 
And in the Epiſtle to the ns we are 
exhorted, 70 2 on (as the Elect of God, 
holy and beloved) Buwels of Mercies, Kind. 
neſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Meekneſs, Long- 
ſuffering, forbearing one another, and for- 
grving one another, if any Man have a . 
re 


Y 
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Roda ſo alſo do ye. But the contrary Qualities 
Dad Diſpoſitions we muſt avoid and re- 


Eph. iv. move from us, as all Bitterneſs, and Wrath, 
30, 31. and Anger, and Clamour, and Evil-ſpeaking,. - 
with all Malice; that we grieve 71 the holy. 
SAL of Gd. 30 0, I 4 3 © 
What remaineth : But that we pray to 
God to ſend this holy Spirit among us, 
and to infuſe into our Hearts theſe hea- 
venly Gifts and Graces, that the Courſe of 
this World being peaceably ordered by his 
| | CIO r and his whole Church 
WH - may Joytully ſerve him in all ui- 
= e etneſs, mus: firm Jeſus Chriſt a LOT: 
=_ And the Peace of God, which paſſeth all Un- 
3 derſtanding, keep your Hearts and Minds in 
18 the Knowledge and Love of God, and of his 
= -. Son Feſus Chriſt our Lord. And the Bleſſing 
4 | of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and 
1153 the Holy Ghoſt, be amongſt you, and remain 


li | with you always. Amen. > 
| © ” « 8 N wo . * ; 
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Of deing ag to 51 . mould 


© have done to ourſelves. 
oak 44 oh 4 
[1 u Z EOS — 1 4 Su 


MEET, VII. 12. TI 1 * | 


' 
1 


T7 egg Things whatſeever ye would'that 


. Men, ſhould do to you 4 ye even ſo to 
them, for | lit 7 1 he « Low ans the Pre- 
bet. + LES 


of this Goſpel hath comprehended VII. 
our whole Duty towards our Neigh- N 


bour 1 in theſe few Words, Thou ſhalt ove Mat. xxii. 
2 Neigbbvur as t 55 And the great 30. 

ſtle St Paul in ne, to Timothy | 

es theſe Words, Now the End of the = 1 Tim. i 
1 is Love or Charity, out 0 l. pure 
Heart, and of a good Conſcience, and of Faith 
* And! in another Place PL faith, 

He, 


Of bleſſed Sie! in 2 Text "Re 
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Serm. Hl that toveth another, hath: fulfilled the 
XVIII. Law. According to which Portions of 
———— aha Wanls fm Text are gene- 
8. rally ſo underſtood as to import the fame 
Senſe with them. But then by Love we 
muſt underſtand, not only a benevolent 
per and Diſpoſition of Mind, but alſo 
a Beneficence and Kindneſs in our Actions 
proportionable to our Aang, But 2 
timnct Duties: and the- Eved&iafithem | 
different. The Exerciſe of our Benevo- 
lence and Love nwſt be univerſal, towards 
all Mankind in general; but our Benefi- 
cence is limited and confined; and can only 
be commenſurate to our Ability —_— 


80 3 egg to this Diſtinction 
the Precept of hin te "Neighbour as our- 
ſelves, hotly reſpects the inward Diſpo- 
ſition and Affection of our Minds, 0 be 
kindly N towards all ; a 
Duty enjoined in my Text, more 
eee cool: Ofices wad 
* we can ſhew to any within the 
5 our Activity. __ 

4 both Fare agree in mz thi 
the Love we bear towards ourſelves, and the 
Kindneſs we expect from others, is to be 
the Rule and Meaſure of our Affection 
and good Offices towards them. But xj 

2 | 


world have done to our ſelbes. 


38 all our Inchnations and Deſires, and all 


our Actions ought to be under the Go- 
vernment and Direction of our Reaſon; 


367 
Serm. 
XVII. 


9 


ſo our gelt · love and Self- intereſt are ſo far 
only to be the Rule of our Affection and 
' Kindneſs towards others, as they are rea- 


ſonable in themſelves, and regulated by 


the Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and 


Things. Not our fond Deſires and Wiſhes, 
nor over- E but juſtice 


and Equity are to be the Standard, by 
which we - muſt meaſure our —— 


6 Where indeed there appears no Injury, no 
— there we may gra- 


8 — . 


innocent and lawful Inclinations; 


Part of our Nature, that we might ſatiafy 


them in their proper Time and Place. 


And the Defire of doing and receiving 


mutual Kindneſſes and good Offices is ot 
all the moſt — — Af. 
fection to every reaſonable and good na- 


above any other Pleaſure to indulge our- 
ſelves in. Therefore all Things whatfoever 


| 55 do ye even 
them ; for thts is the Law and the Pro- 


and 


4 'm king v which Wars allen 
I.'T 
O 


tured Man; and what we may be allowed 


N * 


* . 
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5 dQ. vob. eee int Ou el 70 
I, . To-give you the true Explanation erf 
. 2 e a "the Prin- 
1 which it is fourmled, und 
chi t is * lated; * uy 2 A 
II. 1 ſhall take Notice e ee 
3 * Falte, And Pleafantticfs of 
perforning this Dut 24115 165 AA Mit 11 
„ 1 Will ſet me Uſe and Pweel. 
lende of f this Precept. 8 2 6 = n 
Os e IPL. 144) 84 1 0 S993 
1 WV Tſhall erideavourto giye you the true 
„ Explinativn'of this Precept. As Selfalove 
and Self. 9 and Abele ef Hap” 
: N Prinieiples' the' moſt "obvious / 
and univerſal in animate Creature 
throughout the whole vifible Creation; 
and indeed) inſeparable from tlie Nature 
of any ſenſitive Being; ſo Mankind have 
a lively Senſe of the Force and lt 
of chi Principle, powerfiilly reigning in 
their Breaſts: hach weed Dy ty” | 
this is the general Spring of their Actions 
by this they ate eafily gorerned, and with- 
cout this they would be under no GOvern- 
ment at all, either by the Hope of any 
Neward, or by the F ear of ay Fun- 
ment. 64 38113 oh n 

For where Men hade nothin} de 655 
= or fear, there is no Hold to'be taken / 


1% 4 2111 t0 * 


2 
* oF. 
2 


ti aaa. : 


Ce nai, os of 


dience from them. 
Self vation therefore and Self. love 


being ſu ed. in the Text, as a natural 
Princip Ie Aion in all Mankind; but 
a the 9 and R all the Un · 


ory Lc the World, 75 
from an n e of 


ciple; to 

vent this our Lord hath w wich im 
it to the Good and Benefit rd 
bour, as well as ourſelves, by — 


the ſame Love and Kindneſs to be ſhewn 


to others, which we n deſire our - 


ſelves, As, we naturally our own. 
Happineſs, and would be glad that others 
ſhould promote it, as far as it is in their 
Power; as we are willing to receive Fa- 
vours and Kindneſſes from others, and 
think at v uy Kates ng ual that we 
ſhould. be injured or ed , by any 
let the farms Delire of Happineſs ex 
to our Neighbour, as all fo 
Jet RI. the Good of anthers = 


— our own, and upon eve Occaſion let 


perform the ſame good Offices to ano- 
| — * in the like Circumſtances we 
ſhould 
us do that to another which we would 
not have done to ourſelves in the ſame 
Caſe. This in general is the Senſe and 
Meaning of the Text. 

r But 


ourſelves: At leaſt never let 


— 
— 


e Of doing to others what we 
But here it may be objected, if we are 
2 — required to do to e according to our 
own Deſires and Expectations from them, 
were we in their Circumſtances, this great 
Rule of Action, which ce was given 
our Lord as the moſt juſt and reaſon- 
e, will be often ſo far from being thus 
equitable, that it will frequently be the 
Occaſion of great Injuſtice and Unrighte- 
_ ouſneſs among Men. For it is too true, 
and we may too often obſerve it, that we 
are governed more by our Paſſions than 
our Reaſon; and we are very apt to de- 
fire, not always what our ſober and ſe- 
| date Thoughts and Judgments approve of, 
nor what upon a' ſerious Refle may 
be allowable, but very frequentiy what is 
manifeſtly contrary to the impartial Dic- 
tates of our Minds, and what is plainly 
inconſiſtent with common Juſtice and 
Equity. And in all theſe Caſes it is cer- 
tain we are Ca be blamed, by com- 
Bea ying with our irregular and inordinate 
eſires in direct Oppoſition to our Reaſon. 
But further, we may many times juſtly 
* reaſonably deſire — of another, 
which — not and cannot in Reaſon 
4 and Juſtice grant. For what may be juſt 
* and right to be granted to one Lr 
Perſon, may be to the Inju 
ment of many _ Fa ary” all 
JOE Men 


au have done to ourſelves. 371 
Men are i „And their —— Serm. 
mited; and their Underſtanding finite, it * — 
is impoſſible they ſhould know, much leſs 
conſult all the preſent Circumſtances, or 
future Condition of others. It hath ak 
ways been thought juſt to conſult the go. 
neral Good, though it may be to the In- 
jury of ſome particular Perſonz. This is 
the Caſe of all Legiſlators and Governors 
| upon Earth, whoſe Adminiſtration! can 
only reach the Good of the Community 
in general. God Almighty alone, the ſu- 
preme Governor of Heaven and Earth, 
can provide for the Good of every indivi- 
dual Perſon. In this Caſe we muſt ſub- 
mit and forego our own Deſires, though 
in elves reaſqpadle, for the public 
But here a Queſtion naturally ariſes ; 
if our on Pers and Expectations from 
others, were we in their Circumſtances; 
are not a ſure and certain Rule of Action 
by which we may always deal with them; 
what-other Principle of Conduct have we 
towards others? Wherein conſiſts this Juſ- 
tice and Equity, which we are to obſerve 
in all our Tranſactions with them? What 
is the Rule of Right and Wrong, Good 
and Evil, Truth and Falſhood ? This is a 
very material Queſtion, and what hath 
n propoſed and enquired into by the 
NU! bn) | | hh . greateſt 


* *; 
. * 


e ber [ 
and Moraliſts in all . 


eter ie carefally in this Place. 
Many excellent Precepts of great and 
wiſe Men In their ſeveral Generations have 
| a eee _ to us their Poſte- 
„by Which we are to reg our Ac- 
80051 ticular Caſes; der de So- 
crates in Plato requires to know, not one 
or two of many good and virtuous Max- 
ims, but that very Form or. Idea, by-which 
Virtue and Goodneſs itſelf is to be diftin- 
| guiſhed and denominated. A general Rule 
__ of Action in all Caſes hath long been de- 
ſired by the beſt Moraliſts; with which 
Rule, whenever Men ſhould a determine 
Actions, they might | e 
their Rectitude or Obhtquity 1 
And though this Rule, & general Lea | 

of moral cones hath not . 
upon and acknowledged by all, or by EA 
Wie Men; yet do hey ir genera lion, 
"that ſuch a Rule there muſt and ought to 
be; otherwiſe there can be nothing ſure 
Bd ein in . But though for 
4 2 Ages paſt, we do not find Men 
agreed in this Matter; yet a late Author, 

min his Treatiſe called, The Religion of Va. 
ture Delineated, hath advanced a 5 Printighs | 
which muſt be acknowledged true by all 
who 22 — ny. and which * 1 | 
is 


255 therefore 1 ſhall beg Leave to a 


1301 * 


», 
» V 


b | 2 
5 Meaſure out of Diſ- Serm. - 

a agen age of NI. 

: r ang 
Truth he.defines to be the Conformity of 
Words or Si 2 which Things are ex» | 
preſſed, to gs chemſelves. This 


ſeems to . — no. Diſpute ; eſpecially 
if it be conſidered by Perſons of In ity 
3 — 


and Candour, who are un 
contentious: Though it muſt 
knowledged to be out of the hana ay | 
„and hath not uſu- 
ally been treated of in this Light. 
But this Authors Notion of moral 
| Goodneſs mi ght have been. 


E mare agromb e 
. wy Mankind; 
Virtue or . 3 Goodneſs of any 
Action conſiſts in its Conformi to. the 
Nature and Reaſon of Perſons 
The Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and 
Things is the Rule and Meafure of Action 
to all.in whatever. This 
is the Standard of all moral Good and 
Evil, of all Truth and Falſhood, of all 
Virtue and Vice. This Rule the ſupreme 
Being obſerves in all his Actions, and the 
fame Rule we and all rational Greatures 
dugnht to follow in ours. If therefore, with 
Tully in his Offices, we would have a Rule 
or Form laid , with which if we com- 


Bb 3 pare 


of 'T 


w. to others 20hat ne 


pare our Actions, and they ſquare with 
— ** ſhall never act contrary to ur 
geg; or if with other Moraliſts we de- 
mand an Exemplar, a Pattern, an Idea 
of Virtue to be obſerved by us upon all 
Occaſions, which will be an infallible 
Mark and CharaRteriſtic-of moral Good- 
neſs; 1 lay this down as an obvious and 
eaſy; Rule; - univerſal and infallible in all 
Caſes; viz. The Nature and Reaſon of 
Perſons and Things. | 4s CLUDE, 
When our Actions Ire conformable to 
—— pay 
s, they are mo and 
1 4 and on the contrary, hers w' act 
7 herwiſe than the Nature and Reaſon of 
Perſons and Things requires, we ſhall as 
certainly be guilty of eee 
tice, The Nature therefors and Pro 
ties of Things, with the Relation they 
to one another, together with the Condi- 
tion and Circumſtances and Qualification 
of Perſons; and the conſequent Reaſon of 
A ſuitable Behaviour towards them, is the 
Rule of all Juſtice: and Righteouſneſs, of 
all Wiſdom and Goodneſs, of all Virtue, 
ant all true Religion. As our Actions 
agree with or vary from this Rule, 
are to be denominated Good or Evil. 
And by this Rule muſt we underſtand the 
8 6 Tint: + / e | 
2 that 


1 


* | 
that, Men ſhould do o you: do qe even 
| them,, provided it be juſt. and real nl Bk, 
i. e. according to the Nature and Reaſan 
of Perſons cs at e {IP 
traxy; to. them. DIYY I. 23 Y * 
8 But here it may be objected, In, many 
SCiaſes we are ignorant of the Nature * 
Reaſon. of Perſons and Things, which. 
propoſe as the Rule of Juſtice nd EAT 
and in Conformity to which Rule I << 
the Goodneſs and Virtue of our Actions 
and the Precept in the Text as deine 
by our Lord to be for general Uſe and 
Eau e BICO al 278 . Eni 4 
How therefore is it to be. 
ſerved by us in our Intercs ſe and. 1 
ing with one another 2. This — 
ſecond Head of Difcourle, E VEE 


2 To ches, the Pradticableneky Jiab- 
and Pleaſantneſs of ine by this 
Fee Hdd ini Pe — — 1 
10 L " Natwre cad Region. 
Nee down = a mer ls of 
Action to all inte t Beings whatever. 
By thus the abſolute Juſtice o e of 
. 1 * 1 
contrary to can be. ju 
good, though many Actions, When 
N edi 
| e . _ n! 


e N 
and Univerſal Benevolence, may be 
* t dcommendable, at leaſt . 
en — often moſt excellent 
5 of conſummate: Wiſdom, and the 
moſt perfect Reaſon, the great Source and 
of all Goodneſs and Juſtice, und 
all Virtue, both natural and moral, 
- 266i Oeriſormity'to this Rule, and ne- 
ver deviates in the leaſt from it. And 
what r Creator and firſt 
Author of our Being is pleaſed to obſerve | 
in all his — we his Creatures, with 
all due Deference and in moſt humble 
Imitation of him, ought to follow in our. 
Bat here we ſhould take Notice of the 
—— Diſpropartion; which 
is between the Creator and the Creature ; 
between a Being e. 
= rere inte md dependent, and and a 
and 


ELECT is — Bin. 


—— And it is from this 
of Self- love and Self- in- 


— — 


C 


that we are ſo 


nick guilty of Injuſtice and Un 

and too many times of ick- 
edneſs in our Actions. It is this Self. love 
that hinders us from ſeeing what is juſt 


SLE Wk n according to the 
Nature 


wund bee done to ung Aver. * | 
Nature and Reaſpmoß Perſons and Things, - Sem; 
and which hurries-us on to Action con- * 
| to this Rule. To prevent this La 
and Miſchief; our 4 
this wiſe and excellent Precept in m dos 
T — money — — — 


upon our Judg- 


aeg any tt Buſs von Our Jade 

1 — wege us to be partial to ourſelves, 
by adding as great a Weight on the other 
Side, by Which we are to be ag 
favourable to our Nei 8 — 5 


A4 enge By this Means we become im 
tial Judges between others and ourſel 
und can more eaſily ſee Ang i in my 

© Caſe, And,; if we do 

but take care to free our from dur 

- unrtaſonable — and Self. intereſt, | 
-and-Self-concett conceiving a : 

Opinion and Eſtrem of others,” and by 

bearing as an Affection and Kind- 

- neſs for our mY r as Ourſelves, our 

is plain and obvious, and eaſi o- 

2 2 therefore this nl 

helps us in un our Duty, as it 

+ requires the Performance of it. It firſt 

teaches us how to remove all unreaſonable 
— Prepoſſeſſions mourown Favour; and'tends 

S271 ta 


" 63 Of YO hath. k 
Serm. to rectify our judgment by: ſetting the 
XVII Good and Welfare of others in the fame 
kt wich our oun, and then a 
3 to it we ſhall all / naturally and cordially 
purſue our on and the Happineſs of 
others together. 4 $0; 22vit 
But that we may the better judge of 
our Neighbour's dondition, and conſe- 
quently know:the- better how to demean 
ourſelves towards him, let us make our- 
ſelves acquainted with the Circumſtances 
State of others. Many are the Con- 
itions of Life, we may have paſſed thro 
ourſelves; let us recollect what were our 
own, Sentuments, and what we thought 
juſt and reaſonable to expect from others 
in thoſe States and Conditions of Life: 
and let us believe others have the ſame 
F pe et 
| t an na in our! OWnR 
Caſe, is as juſt and reaſonable in theirs. 
And as to thoſe Conditions of Life which 
we have never — — let 
us think our Superiors generally know 
Matters better than ourſelves, as we 
more and better Opportunities of know- 
ing them. Many of them perhaps have 
been in Fu my though A 
been in theirs; and conſequen 
* know what is yp to 
each other, than we can. r 
Pit, ont oh 


\ 


. Ins ro mel 


between others and ourſelves; let 


Rights between 


Miejbdice in our own Favour, which after 
A — 
ſelves of. 1; n;. 
bus in general may we come to under- 
ſtand our Duty, by being acquainted with 
the Nature and — bot. of Perſons 
and Things, by which we, muſt regulate 
our Actions; nor can we in any Caſe, 
with Juſtice and Innocence, 2 
act contrary to this great Rule. 
But here it may be ſaid, Many are the 
Caſes in ———— to act, but 
in which we cannot certainly come to the 
Knowledge of our Duty after all our Care 
and Endeavours; or perhaps have not 
Time to know it. How are we to act in 
all theſe Caſes according to our Lord's 
Command in the Words of my Text. In 
anſwer to which Difficulty We muſt ob- 
ſerve, that, according to the Precept in 
the Text, we are in no Caſe to act _ | 
beate againſt the Reaſon and Nature of 
ons and Things, or againſt Juſtice and 
Equity. But when we have neither Op- 
portunity nor Ability of knowing what is 
juſt and equitable, the Principle of Love 
and Benevolence muſt guide and direct 
our Actious. We would have all M 2 


of judging about the: relative Duties and Seam 
us make ſome Allowance-for Paſſion-and 


a atten: 


Dur: : kind tobe kind aleRiobed tomandsours 
VIII ſelves, let us be thus affectioned towards 


8 ——— 


| pear in all our Actions. 1 
Caſt we know not what is ſtrict Juſticc, 
let Love and Kundneſs and Merey'take 
Place. i 08 97314 4j wt SM 40 ti;.50 
Always let us dining lde be henci 
| 1 as we hope for. Mercy 
from God. By acting after this Manner, 
we ſhould do to others as 1 
mould do to us. | 52 
And when endenden Weds of 
my. Text/in this Senſe, how eaſy do they 
render our Duty? How pleaſant and de- 
do Mr 
it to us? To be in Love and with 
all the World, is the moſt happy Temper 
we can be in; and it is a D boden of 
Mind abſolutely to our own Hap- 
— — impoſſible for us 
to be and a contrary” Diſpoſition 
a — And there. 
fore to act by this Principle is in Conſe- 
quence to . 
pineſs of others at the ſame time. 
And the Duty of my Text, thus under: 
ſtood, becomes the — Becauſe, 
though we may be often invol ig- 
norant of hal is frictiy — and right, 
we cannot but know, we do not fee 
„act | it 


Principle of Benevolence and Beneficencs: 
— — en to 2 if not acceptable, 
generally in the Judg- 
—— wipe ng we but - be fare 3 in the Sig t 
of God, through e and Faith in 
Chriſt and his Merits. But this ine | 


Ta: St, 


II. To ſhew the Uſe and Excellence of 
this Precept. 

_ This appears from the Encomium given 
of it by our Saviour in the laſt Words of 
the Verſe, for this is the Law and the Pro- 
phets; 1. e. The whole doctrinal Part of 
the Jewrſo Religion, contained either in 
the Law or the Prophets: The End and 
Intent and full Scope of all the Command 
ments, as far as they relate to our Neigli- 
bour, may be comprehended in this one 
Precept, Whatſoever ye would that Men 
ſhould ds to you, di ye even ſo to chem. This 
is a ſhort Summary of our r 
one another. 

And y would be the State and Con- 
dition of all Mankind, did they conſtant! 
act by this Precept. Were an uni 
Benevolence the perpetual Diſpoſition of 
their Minds, and did they extend their 
Beneficence to one anther according to 
| their 


Of dings eederrabhinaw 


Ser. their Ability, and as often as they have an 


5 hs been rightly explained, and gene- 


Opportunity; which: cannot but 
judge reaſonable to 3 each o- 
ther; our Earth would become a Para- 
diſe; we ſhould hear of no Wars, no Tu- 
mults, no Oppreſſions, no eee 
in our Streets 1138 

elt bath been the Labour ud; Pins 1of 
many great Spirits to deliver the World 
from Monſters in human Shape; to re- 
ſtore Peace and Safety to the Injured and 
Oppreſſed, and to rut and cultivate 
Mankind: 1 wit wholſom Laws have 
been made e Legiſlators for the pub- 
' hc Good, — grave Lectures of Morality 
we may read in many Authors for our 
civil Behaviour and the good Conduct of 
our Lives; but had the Precept in my 


ractiſed, almoſt every other Rule 
— have been ſuperfluous and ſuper- 
ſeded, and the Care and Study of our good 
Governors and prudent Law-givers had 
been unneceſſary; when the moſt Igno- 
rant and Unlearned, of an ingenuous and 
kind Diſpoſition, might eaſily know and 

— 1 his s Duty in all Caſes, by uſin 

ies as he would be treated himſelt. 
The ' wiſe Heathen Emperor, Severus, ſo 
highly eſteemed and admired this Precept, 


that, we are told, he commanded it to be 
inſcribed 


world have done to ourſelves. 


337 | 


inſcribed on the Walls of his Palace; and 7 
in the Enſigns of his Army, that his Sub- XVII. 
jects upon all Occaſions might be mindful * 


of it: And our bleſſed Saviour hath not 
only told us, it is the Law and the Pro- 
pbott, i. e. the Subſtance of the Veuiſb 


Religion, with reſpect to our Neighbour, 


but he hath alſo made it the End and De- 
ſign of his Goſpel: And accordingly 
Apoſtles ſpeak of this Precept as the End 
of the Commandm en. 
This Precept of all others ſeems beſt 
adapted. for the general Uſe of Mankind. 
The Generality of the World have not 


the 


Time, nor Opportunity, nor Ability to 


know what is exactly juſt and right upon 


ſeveral Occaſions: Many are the Caſes, 


-wherein the moſt knowing and beſt Judges 
in Morality are dubious about the Juſtice 
2 — 1 we —— 
greateſt Caſuiſts differ in many I ces 
among themſelves aſter all their Care and 
Study. How then are Men commonly to 
act, hen they have little or no Time to 
conſider the Caſe, or to conſult about it? 
Very eaſily by this Rule, All Things what- 
forever ye would that Men ſhould do to you, do 
ye even ſo to them. * 220009 
have already obſerved, that in all Caſes, 
when, upon the beſtEnquiry we can make, 
there appears to us no Injuſtice, no Evil 


„ 
rw. of any Kind in an Action, the Principle 
ef Love and Kindneſs to each other is a 

really gov by this Principle, our Duty 
in Scales becomes eaſy _ Pleaſant. 
For this Principle will remove all Preju- 
dices and P ons in our own Fa- 
vour, ariſing from Self- Iove and Self-in- 
tereſt; and when we. become impartial and 
unprejudiced, . and willing to know and 
act according to our Duty, the Evil of any 
Action, if there be any in it, will ſoon 
appear; and therefore when no Evil does 
appear, we. may conclude the Action to 
be good and lawful, when it proceeds from 
Love and Charity to our Neighbour: For 
be that will do the Will of God ſball know it. 
Thus does univerſal Benevolence and Cha- 
rity ſweeten every Action of Life, that ap- 
pears not finful ; renders every Condition 
Pleaſant and delightful, and makes every. 
good Man to partake of all the Satisfaction 
and. joy he fees in his Neighbour; and 
conſequently renders him the molt eaſy, 
ch , and happy Perſon upon Earth. 
Many other ts might be uſed 
to enforce the Performance of this Duty ; 
but at this Time I ſhall mention only one 
more. The expreſs Words of our Lord 
Lake vi. are, Give, and it ſball be given unto you, 
35 good Meaſure, preſſed down and ſhaken toge- 
| ther 


3 


would bave dane to ourſelves. 


3856 


ther, and running over, 1 E Serm, 


your. Boſom: Fir with the ſame 
that ye mete withal, it ſhall be meaſured to 


you again. 


From whence the righteous and chari- 


table Man is aſſured of what he may rea- 


ſonably expect from others upon Account 
of his Juſtice and Goodneſs; all his good 
Deeds ſhall be returned in full Meaſure 


into his Boſom in this Life. This pro- . 
bably he will find true according to the 
— Courſe of the divine Providence | 


Sblervable in the World. But it is ſome- 
times ſeen otherwiſe; however, be the 


Condition of the Righteous what it wilt in 
this Life, he may depend upon a full'Re- 


compence from in the next Life for 
all his Beneficence and Liberality in this. 
The * and munificent Man will 

probab meet with abundance of Good- 
* nels and Loving-kindneſs N ; and to be 
ſure he will find infinite Mercy, Lobe, 
Joy, and Peace to all Eternity r * 
throu 92 the Merits of his Saviour Jeſus 


are, XVII - 
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5 Little Children, let no Man deceive you ; He 


245 He is righteous. 77 1 


 ceivers and falſe Prophets in the Chriſtian 


"SERMON, XIX 
On Rightcouſuck 


„ 
„ „* — 


#1 Joux III. 7. 


% 
o 


bas doth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even 


Fon feveral Paſſages in this Epiſtle gem. 
H it plainly appears, that there were XIX. 
many Antichriſts and Seducers, De- 


Church, when St Jobn was living, of whom 

'the Apoſtle bids his new Converts to be- 
ware in the Words of my Text, Little 
Children, let no Man decetve you, He that. 
doth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even as He 
is righteous : Imitating herein our bleſſed. 
Lord and Saviour, who in his Goſpel bids 

his Diſciples, Beware of falſe Prophets, who Matt. vii. 
Text | Cc2 | come 18. 16. 


338 Righteonufne 
EF come to you 2 Rite 2 but in- 


1 ward. en are ravenin 2 Ye ſhall © 

2B i ol oi Fine Fr bein Fruit. 2 | 
| | This . is A — or Matk; 
whit both our Lell Lord and his be- 
laveit Diſciple have left us upon 
_ whereby” to try the Spirits, Whether they 
be of God. And very neceſſary it was to 
have a ſure and certain'Teſt to bring all 
Impoſtors'to, when our Saviour hath ex- 

Mat. xxiv. prefly foretold us, That there "ſhall ariſe 
24+ fe brite and falſe Prophets,” ws al 

2 5 WS reat Signs and Wonders, inſomu 

that Fit were poſſible ) they ſhall deceive the 
Elec, And which St hn 'verifies, 
| Jha ir. TH his Days, he fays, Many falfe 
3 A are gone 45 into the ri. Very 
roper therefore and ſeaſonable was the 
0 dn and Admonition of St ohn to hig 
" Attle Children, Let no Man decerve you,” Ho 
that doth Righteoufneſi is 5 righteous," even 4. 


JE righteus. 1 ee o e 
c 8 g to” which Words I hall, 
125 * 1 a | 


Seh enn Wer dent& N 

Conſider what is Rig Sende o 
Explain what it is to do Righteous- 

55 be are righteous. 

III. I mall conclude with ſome uſeful 

(Sk © Obſeryations and Inferences from this Diſ. 
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MASS ru WA eee 5x _ er 28 
. den ſhall co nſider what 1 «ig FER DOI | 


neſs. 10 Hon. 
">Rightcouſneſs.in ho * * 
times taken ma in holy cx Aa Senſe 


for the. particular Virtue, Juſtice. Thus 

in the Pſalms, Ibe Lord executeth je ciii, 

auſneſi and Judgment fur all. that are. 
preſſed: : 8o in Jeremiah, thus faith, t 

Lord, Execute you Judgment and — 4 

neſs,, and deliver the Spoiled out of the Hand 

of the Qppreſſor; And in the Ai, Becauſe 

he hath. appointed a Day in the which be l xvii. 

fudge: the World in Righteouſneſs. AE 

An this Senſe of the vio nos 47 

our Intercourſe and Deali 4 

ther muſt be according p St Paul's Di. Di- 

rection, Render to all their Dues: T eee _ xiii, 

th nohom Tribute is due; N 

Cuſtam i due; Fear, ta Fear; He. 

nour, to whom Honour : Or according to 

bleſſed Saviour's moſt excellent Rule or 

Things 2 7 nl] rH dd! Matt. vil. 

We £6 Jon ye: even {6 to 00 | 
Sometimes Righteouſneſs ane 97 
rity and Beneficence, and paxti 

Almſgiving- Thus in the 5 1 th 

rightegus Man is. deſeribed. He 

merciful and lendeth ; he hath 477 iber rod be 

hath given to the Paws bis Righteou 

dureth for ever. And in that moſt gaben 

| Cc3 and 


25 /, buff 
* — affecting — — els laſt 
| nt bleſſed Saviour in St 
en, th aria are called the 


Bat Ri Igheecuſhel in 9 
quently Kath a larger and more-extenſive 
Meaning, and is often joined with Hol- 

| neſs and Godlineſs, and oppoſed to all Sin 
and Wickedneſs; in which s Senſe it ſigni- 
fies all religious Duties. Thus Zucbarias 
Lale 3. uſeth the Word, Mut we might ſerve! _ 
74 75' "without Fear, in Holineſs 1 Righof 
"be ore: him, all ibe = hr of our Li. In 
e manner St Peter expreſſeth himſelf, 
Ads x. Of a Truth T; —_ that God ii no Re- 
34, 35. fpetter of Perſons : But in every Nation, be 
bat feareth bi dd worketh Righteouſneſs, 
75 accepted with Him. Now for our In- 
ſtruction in the Performance of our Duty 
in general the Seripture affordeth us many 
, pts; I ſhall mention only two. To 
Tit. ii. this Purpoſe it is written, Fur the Grace of 
Gad, that bringeth Salvation, bath appeared 
. t a Men; ark bing us, —— don, Uh 
godlineſs = worldly (Amy Ne * live 
berly, right and godly in this preſent 
Til. iv. N . aal, en, faith St Poul 
"Whatfoever Things are true, whatſoever 
Things are honeſt, whatſoever Things are 
uf, whatſoever Things are e pure, whatſoever 
4 
Things 


Of Righteouſntfs. 


love 
725 — port; — — or Kaine, tt 


2 think on theſe Things. \ . 
Theſe ale Precepts ref; 
our whole Duty, the conſtant and uni- 
form Performance of  which- is: often in 
por re- to be underſtood by Righteouſ- 
neis. | 
But we meet with this Word Righte- 
ouſneſs ſtill in another Senſe, ſo as to ſig- 
nify the moſt exact and perfect Righte- 
ouſneſs, ——— and with 
a Mixture of many Defects and Failings 
in us; but as it is in the moſt perfect 
Manner and moſt exalted Degree in our 
bleſſod Saviour and God himſelf. Thus 
in the famous Prophecy of Damel, Seuenty 


— 


Weeks are determined upon thy People, and * o- ix, 


upon thy holy City, to fintſh Tranſpreſſion, and * 
to make an End of Sin, and to make Recon- 
ciliation for Iniguity, and to bring in ever- 
lafting Rigbteouſneſs, and to ſeal up the V i fun 
and Prophecy, and to andint the moſt Holy. 
To which Prophecy the Viſion of St Joln 


in the Reve/ation ſeems to refer. And 15 "oP xiv. 


— another Angel flying in the midft of Hra- ©: 
ven, having the everlaſting Goſpel to preach 

unto them that dwell on the Earth, and tb 
every Nation and Kindred and Tongue and 
People. In theſe two Portions of holy 
ary ran everlaſting Righteouſneſs and ever- 
ES. laſting 


Saran. Goſpel; them to be fynonimous Ex- 
to ſignify the eternal and immu- 
ele Righ »of Ood, and of his 


bleſſed Angels in the Kingdom 5 Heaven, 
according; to their Nature. 
Having conſidered: badi Righteouſ- 


mel prom, | of ee ior ele gut 


LE FarS4 . . 
LOL LY „rener 


— and who are Ro I 945,520 
To do Righteouſneſs, it is not ſufficient 
to practiſe it in any or in all of the Senſes 
Significations of the Word Righte- 
ouſneſs, before mentioned, unleſs we 
form it upon a true and right Princi 
and Motive; otherwiſe our Actions, 

in themſelves materially righteous — 


good, for want of an honeſt and u 
Intention and Principle, may 9nd upright 
come ſinful and evil, odious and cereal 

in the Sight of God and of all good M 
ho ſee into and know our Hypocriſy: — 
— Indeed if we underſtand by Righ- 
* 82 ſuch à Conformity of Practice 
according to the Nature and Reaſon of 
284 122 and Things, (which is the great 
Rule of all Righteouſneſs,) as includes in it 
the Rectitude and Uprightneſs of the Will 
and Affection of . and this it 
truly and prope ale a ought to do; 
| 2005 = really and actually and truly doth 
Righteouſ- 


Of © Righteanſneſt, 

; vo directs and conforms Sum 
all his Actions according to this Rule; 
and practiſes Rüghteouſneſs heartily: 4 

y. and out of a Deſire and Lav - 
it. Such is the teouſneſs of God, 
and in Imitation of him of all the bleſſed 

in Heaven, who are righteous out 
of Choice and „ e and who take 


Pleaſute and Delight-in- being ſo. But 


becauſe it too often ha ppens in is World, 
that Men ſeem to ü — and righteous, 
when their Hearts and Intentions are far 
otherwiſe; it is uſual to conſider an Action 
both as materially and formally good; that 
is, when it is performed not only accord- 
ing to theRule a and Meaſure of Righteous- 
nets, as it is commonly underſtood, but 
a juſt and honeſt, good and upright 
Prindple and Intention. 

That there is juſt Ground and Reafon 
for thus conſidering an Action, according 
to the Matter and Form of it, appears 
from the Caution our bleſſed Saviour hath 
given his Diſciples; Take beed, ſays he, 
that ye du not your Alms, or Right 


before Men, to be ſeen of them: And ben '» 5: 


thou prayeſt, thou ſhalt not be as the Hypo- 
crites are; for they lout to pray flanding in 


the Synagogues, and in tbe Corners f the 
Streets, that they may be ſeen of — Ve- 
_ Fi il you, oe baue their Recvard. 

From 


14 Right 
harm: eg that Men 
ma material Act of Almſ- 
GY giving and Prayer, without the internal 
_ - and vital Form and Principle of either; 
on the contrary, upon a falſe and deceit- 
ful Motive and Inducement, only to be 
ſeen of Men : Yerily they have their Re- 
ward; but not of our Father wan is in 
Heaven. 

Theſe H ypocrites wound a Trum be- 
fore them in the Synagogues and the Streets, 
that they may have Glory of Men; but 
when the hidden Things of Darkneſs ſhall 

be brought to Light, and the Counſels of 

the Heart ſhall be made manifeſt, it will 

appear that they have fiot the Praiſe of 

| God. Our Saviour compares the Scribes 

and Phariſees, who outwardly ſeemed righ- 

teous unto Men, but within were full of 

Hypocriſy and Iniquity, unto whited Se- 

Mat. iii. pulchres, which indeed ar beautiful out- 

27, 25. ward, but are within full of dead Men's 
Bones and all Uncleanneſs, 

But more particularly St Paul, in his Full 
md exact Deſcription of Charity, or Love, 
its Nature and Properties, and the Worth 
and Dignity of it, gives juſt Reaſon and 
Occaſion for the Diſtinction and © Diffe« 
rence between the internal Form and 
Principle of an Action, and the external 

Matter and Subſtatice of it. For in his 
Account 


Of abet. 


Accbunt of this moſt cheellent chr af Serm; 


Oruce and Virtue, we meet with theſe ve 
remarkable Words. Though 
my Goods to feed the Poor, and though I give 
my Body to be burned, und hebe not wry 


if profiterh me" nothing: Where the 
pole plainly diſtinguiſhes the Act and 


Lxerciſe of Almſgiving and Benefience 
from the Principle and Spring of it; 
| Charity or Love. And we ought 
to take Notice and always remember, that 
St Paul expteſly declares, that the external 
Act of Beneficence, without the internal 
Principle of Love, profiteth a Man nothing. 
It is u Sacrifice without a Heart in God's 
Sight. Such Berfeficence, though it may 
fit another Man, availeth 2 — En 
nefactor himſelf in the Sight of God, 
inaſmuch as he did not deſign and intend, 
upon a Principle of Love, to do Good by 
it. And it is the Heart and Intention, 
the Motive and Inducement to do Good or 
Evil, which God chiefly reſpecteth and 
rdeth in all our Actions. Thus EX. 
in the Book of Job expreſſeth himſelf, JF 


thou he righteous, what giveſt thou him, job nv. 


namely 
Hund | oF 
It is true indeed, that all the Cireum- 
ſtances of an Action muſt be juſt and right 
to make it truly and perfectly good; a 
1 Defect 


or what recerveth be of thine 17. 


7 * Mona 17 XY; 
39. nid 1 nach Of. FW £ 2010115 1 
1 Defesd in any one of which; liedes 
x * e in the Ointment, infecteth and 
the whole he Rt and chang 
Nature 2 t and Spring «it, it, 
the Principle and Diſpoſition: and Intent of 
the Agent, are chiefly, of Weight and Im 
12 in the Hr and Judgment of 
77 Ine auth 10d, Aw 
True Bichwouſngl, conform able to the 
Madre of God, is practiſed upon a 
right Principle, a Principle conſonant and 
congruous to the Rectitude of the divine 
Nature. And therefore God hath ſet he- 
fore us, as an Example for our Imitation 
own Perfections, and the exact and per- 
KRighteouſneſs of Chriſt. This is im: 
_ and intimated; in the laſt Words ol 
my Text, Even as He is righteous... Beige: 
Matt. v. — porch, even as your Father which: 
_ 15.48, Heaven. is perfect, ſaith our bleſſed 8a 
Eph. v. 1. VR, Be ye therefore Followers of Gud, at 
Phil. 5. 5. 2 2 St Paul. Let this Min 
105 ch was alſo in Cbriſt Feſuss: 
* xi. 70 eye ns me, even as Lao am 
Chriſt, faith the ame Apoſtle. 01-211 
. But here 1 am fenfible of an Objection 
which, may eaſily; come into our Minds, 
againſt the Practicableneſs of our ĩmitating 
God An tun upon the Account of the 
e 9 and Diſparity between them 


ang us. God being infinite in all his Per- 
| fections, 


Of Righteoufſs, 39 
fections, and Chriſt being without Sin, Ser 
meitler inoas' Guile” found” „ Oi l A F 

Whereds we are all firiite-and ſinful C 4 
tees ana bog HOUR HON AMT! Be, 
%, As to our Imiden of God it is 
true) we hawe this general Command given, 
us in 'St:Macthew's' Goel, Be ye" perfect, Man. v. 
ever as'yaur Father, whith is in He 4168. 
perfect. But this general re pt is tobe” 
Luk Ar with great R tions and 
Limitationb. For Toda of the Perfections 
of God, it is ſo far from being our Duty r 
to imitate them, that it Volz“ be 
| and Preſumption and a Sin in 
us to offer at any Reſemblanee and Likes 
neſs-of the Deity in them. Such is the 
— — of pert Self-ſuffi- 
an pendeney, his Su emacy 
Jorg rw — with the Hke; 
hich are inconſiſtent and incompatible 
with the Nature and Condition of any A 
Che Other Piers hel are” OO 
God) which we are no where in Seripture 
required to ĩmitate, becauſe they may be, 
and often are perverted and miſuſed by . 
us to wicked Ends and Purpoſes; fuck * Sl 
Is the Power of God. 
Buti as it is uſual to diſtinguiſh the a * 
vine Attributes into God's natural and mo- 
ral Perfections, and of the former Kind 
e — fo we m_ 


4+ A, o\, + 
% Sf EA 
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d Rake 
be careful and endeavour to be like God 
only in his moral Excellencies; namely, 
his Rightrouſneſs and Holineſs and Truth 


and Veracity, his Goodneſs and Mercy: 


Tale . 


Writ to imitate and aſpire after as near 


his Patience and Forbcarance, : Clemency, 
Juſtice and Equity, &c. . Theſe. Perfec- 
tions of God, we are commanded: in holy 


and true a Reſemblance of r Apia | 
as it is poſſible for us. * | 


— Diſcourſes of our 
it —— that the general Be ye 
therefore perfect, as — — .nohtch ig 


in Heaven, is per fed, is to be underſtood 


of God's moral Attributes, And therefore 


St Lake, in a parallel Place in —— 
renders the Senſo of this Prec 
therefore aanetful,\. as Suge 

earn oof, | 
244). lane ane Oban pin 
thePracticableneſs of our imitating Chriſt, 
the Account of his moſt pure and 


EY 


upon 
ſpotleſs Nature 3 whereas we are all born 
in Sin, and brought forth in Iniquity; it 


muſt be acknowledged, there is a 
Difference and Inequali between 
and us in ſeveral Reſ "Bat though | 


| we can never hope to attain and come up 


to the Perfection of his Example, 7 


aught we to endeavaur and aſpir 
it, as far as we are able: — 


to 


. 
4 


J- — 399 
e — oe 

t attern ſet ore us. 
Alu 29 do te zen che fame Mea: 
ſure of God's Spiri did; "ſo M 
ther is the ſame Perfect Rig hteouſneſs re- 
quired and ed —— us, which 1 
performed. But God. hath. been plea 

promiſe us ſuch r. and Aſſiſtance 8 


by "holy Spirit, upon aur aſking it of him, 
as will enable us to __—_ rey ighteouſneſs 
as he will accept and reward, through our 


Faith in Chriſt, and true Repentance for 
| n and Miſcarriages and 
Sins which the beſt of us are of. 

No this our Righteouſneſs is a ſincere 
and an univerſal Obedience to all God's 
Laws, with an earneſt Endeavour and 
hearty Deſire to be perfect as God is, as 
far as we are able, which is termed Evany 
gelical or Goſpel-Righteouſneſs, and is 
conſiſtent with many Slips and Failings 
and Sins of daily Incurſion, through the 

and Frailty of our Nature. But 
* — is, that theſe Sins will — 


Gilt: Bur 2 Re © 

ee in Chri g leſs i= 
a ſincere and 2 — - in all 
known Inſtances of our Duty is indiſpen- 
ſibly required of us by Chriſt in his Goſ- 

pel, 35 dn nene and Conditions of our 
Salvation, ©: 


But 


Serm. 
XIX 


— 


— s Imitation of G 


Of  Righteoufueſi. 
But for our general Direction in the 
and our e Saviour, 
we may obſerve that Chriſt p _ _ 
Diſciples and Followers, Thar t they 
be one, as thou, Father, art in 14 yr dT 
in thee; that they alſo may be one in us. 
From whence we may ive wherein 
conſiſts the true Imitation of God and 
Chriſt; namely, in the ſame Conformi 
of Spirit and Affection, of Mind and Will 
with them; or to have the like Love of 


Truth and Righteouſneſs, which they 


have; and to endeavour, according to our 
finite Capacities and Abilities, the Propa- 
gation and Advancement of all Virtue and 


true Religion throughout the World. 


But the Words of my Text more parti- 
cularly reſpect our Care and Caution, not 
to be deceived and impoſed upon by the 
falſe Shews and empty Pretences of others. 


Tiittie Children, let no Man deceive you, He 


that doth Righteouſneſs is righteous, even as 
He is righteous. The Caution we are to 
obſerve in this Cafe, is very plain and 
eaſy ; namely, to judge of other Perſons 
GN by their Actions, and eſteem him 
only righteous who doth Righteouſneſs: 

And where and when we have no — 
to think otherwiſe, Charity obligeth us 

to believe, that the Righteouſnels, "which: 


we ſee others FOO proceeds from wy 


Of-«Rightageſe 


juſt and xighteous Princip) 


ek But on the — — 


. of Man-arat on . - 


plainly diſhoneſt and unjuſt ; hen they, 


of all wiſe and good Men; 
whatever Church they may be of, let — 
Profeſſions be What —— will, and their 
Pretences to Righteouſſieſs ever ſo great, 
however pious: and devout, and religious 
they / may outwardl — to be, N 
muſt / judge them and Hi 
ſemblerg, Impoſtors — — 
treat them as ſuch. For we have no 
other Way to know and judge of hem 
but by their Fruits. But this brings me, 


014-53 1+ 21x 5 en moot; {C45 4 5 


III. To conclude with 6 

ſervations and wee ee 

been fade r bor b od al 
Il Among the different, Religions. in. 

the World, and among the various 8. 

and Diviſions of Men, who. profela one. 

and the ſame Religion, it mult be of 

great Uſe and Benefit, of ſingular Service 

and Advantage to us, to 2 — and 

Standard and certain Teſt reby., 75 

try and prove the e bane, 

Profeſlipns, commonly . 

the World. Now it i 

in many Caſes to — — Ae A 

wie een At 5 5 find out and 


are cruel, revengeful, and bloody, in — > ad}, 


* 3 
* wn OO HIT II. — td 


KI 2  fion of Religion and an erreneous Church 


mec the moſt horrid 
ecrable 'Freaſons'; nor ean the Members 
of fuch a Church, who commit ſuch 


elties and Murders undenia 
are fuch 2 furs and cortain Mur and | 


OF mh: 
be ſure of the Truth; and a- falſe ProfeL. 


may be certainly known, when the true 


Servants and Werſhippers of God, and 
hiv bel People, may be manifeſt and 


erident only to God imat and their own 


| Confciences. 


I ne" Churelt enn be true, whose 


— and Tenets are plainly”: "Falſe 
and abfurd, and! which notoriouſly: coun- 


tenances — — and Wiek - 


edneſs, Cruelty, Inhumanity, and Blood- 
cres and ex- 


Crimes and V illainies,” and execute ſuch 


bloody Sentences in Obedience to it; be 
eſteemed Chriſtians, Diſciples and 


Fa e erden the 
kind and beneficent, the holy 


and undefiled Jeſus, howeve 

Har to the Ri — impoal 
"Ml ty of his ho Name. The Church 

I mean, if there any Doubt of it, is 

the Church of Nome. The Treacheries 


and: Conſpiracies, Perſecutions- and Cru- 


. — 


committed, and abetted in 


of its Corruption and Falſhood, that 
"their forged. n and pretended 
Holineſs, 


e Roghtgouſneſs. 
2 ng 4 Infallibility it- 

l y arrogate and aſ- 
ſume to ene can never reſiſt 154 — 
withſtand. 

And indeed every Church i is ſo 1 falle 
and antichriſtian, as it denieth Chriſt, 
or encourages and abets any Sin or Wick- 
edneſs: For, © the hols faith in the 
Verſe before my Text, I boſoe ver —_— 
in him finneth not; whoſoever ſinneth, hatb 

not feen him, neither known bim. And St 


Pau expreſly declares, Though: we or an Ga. i. 8. 


Angel from . preach any other Goſpel 
unto you, than that which we have preached 
unto you, let him be accurſed. * 
2459. From what hath been ſaid in this 
Diſcourſe, we obſerve what is exact, 
true, e ighteouſneſs, ſuch as is | 
the Righteouſneſs of our bleſſed 
Saviour, and of God himſelf. To under- 
Rand this Matter rightly, we ought to be 
| careful; that we have a true Notion 
Definition of Righteouſneſs, which 
is a Conformity of Mind and Will, Heart 
and Life to Truth, or to the Nature and 
Reaſon of. Perſons and Things, which is 
the Rule and Meaſure of Truth. So that 
to denominate any Action truly righteous, 
it muſt be performed upon a right Mo- 
tive and Inducement, and in Conformity 
to 124 ay The Motive of the Action 
D d 2 ought 
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Of. Rig 
Len qughit to be the Love of Truth and R 

teouſneſs, which Affection cunſtitutes 

Rectitude of the 'divin@ Nature; which, 

hen God is pleaſed and chooſes to ex- 

ert and exerciſe his natural Powers and 

Perfections, is the 8 FE and Principle 
of all his Actions an rations. 

But not only the e which 
an Action is undertaken and performed, 
ought to be right and true; but the Prac- 
tice ought to be congruous and conform- 
able to Truth, or the Nature and Reaſon 
of Things. Now God Almighty being 
omniſcient and omnipotent, the Nature 
and Properties and Proportions of all 
Things are intimately diſcerned and per- 
fectly known to him. And as God knows 
the true Nature and the eſſential Properties 
and Qualities of all Things, ſo is he per- 
fectly wiſe and prudent to fit and adapt 
Means to Ends, and to take the propereſt 
Meaſures and Methods to bring about 
and accompliſh his Purpoſes and Deſigns: 


25 


And as he is Omnipotent, he is able to | 


do whatever he will, and no Being can 

oppoſe or reſiſt him. And therefore all all 

| * ket ae jn Pac 

muſt be right, juft an 

both in c and Practice. M7 

In like manner our bleſſed Saviour ful- 
filled all Righteouſneſs, in Obedience = 
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— S 
is 1 being one with him, Serm 
and ting By the fame Spirit, knowing. . 4 
all Things, and Having all Power gen 
to him, both in Heaven and Earth: 80 = 
that in Ms whole Life and Converſation | 
here among Men he was holy, harmleſs, | _ vi 
undefiled, and ſeparate from Sinners ; going 
about doing Good, and leaving us an Gap, 
that we ſhould follow his Steps. 
Such is the perfect Righteouſneſs of 
God and our bleſſed Saviour, which we 
ougght to endeavour to imitate in our Diſ- 
tion and Practice, and to aim at as 
near a Reſemblance thereof, as the Frail 
and Weakneſs of our mortal Nature wi 
admit of in this our corrupt and degene- 
rate State. But this leads me, 
.3dly, To conſider wherein that Goſſ * 
1 doth conſiſt, which be 
table to God, and will juſtify us thro' 
Fait in Chriſt and his Merits at the laſt 
great Day. 
'This, I have already obſerved, confiſts 
in a ſincere and univerſal Obedience to 
all the known Laws and Precepts of God, 
whether 'natural or revealed. True and 
perfect Righteouſneſs, asT have mentioned 
under the Jaſt foregoing Head, is a Con- 
formity of Heart and Life to Truth, or 
the Nature and Reaſon of Perſons and 
Things; but this we may be ignorant of 
gl Dd 3 in 


— 


Serm. 
LY 


- = 50. 
in many Caſes, through bur finite, weak, 
and 1m perfect Nature, which is incapable 
of een een and underſtanding the 
Nature and Re: ſon of innumerable Things 
in the World. And not only is our Un- 
derſtanding and Knowledge very narrow 
and ſuperficial, but our Power is very ſhort 
and weak; fo that in many Caſes we know 
not what is true and juſt, right and 
ap and in many more we are unable to 
K. 5 
But if there he a Beere Diſtr and a 


| — ood Will to practiſe all true Righ- 
teo 


and Holines as far as we know, 
and are able, God is ſo good and acious 


as to accept our weak and i ect En- 


deavours after Righteouſneſs, and to deal 


with us as Aer h the 
Merits and Mediation of our } and 
Saviour Jefas Chriſt. 


| tene ring 
from a true Principle of Love to God and 
all Goodneſs, and ig accom with Re- 
pentance and Faith in Chriſt, we ſhall at- 


_ tain the higheſt Degree and Pitch of Righ- 


teouſneſs, that our weak and imperfect 
Nature is capable of in this Life, and 
which is all that Chriſt in his Goſpel does 
require and exact from us. . 


1 ſhall conclude this Diſcourſe with the 
Exhortation of St John in this Epiſtle, 
My 


Of Righteouſneſs. a” 

My little Children, let us not love in Word, Senn. 
bus in Deed, and in Truth. And hereby we IX. 
know, that we are of the Truth, and t John iii. 

ure our Hearts before him. For if our 18. 19, 20, 

art condemn us, God is greater than ur: 
Heart; and knoweth all Things. Beloved, 
F our Heart condemn us not, then have we 
Confidence towards God. 


Which that we may all have, God of 
his infinite Mercy grant through je- 
ſas Chriſt our Lord, Amen, | 
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oOf che Origin of Evil. 
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1 Joun III. 8. : 

He that committeth Sin is of the Devil, for 
the Devil finneth from the Beginning. 
For this Purpoſe the Son of God was ma- 
nifeſted, that be might deſtroy the Warks 
of the Devil, | 


1 this Chapter the Apoſtle FF NN: 


Mankind _ two ſorts of Perſons, X N. 
6 the Sons of God and the Sons of the WY 

Devil, and diſtinguiſhes and deſcribes them 
both by their true bs dns proper Characters, 
whereby they may be certainly known 
from one another. In this the Children of 
God are manifeſt, and the Children of the 
Devil. Whoſoever is born of God, doth not 
commit Sin, He that committeth Sin is * 


Fx gs. ; for the Devil fomer 


Of the Origin of Evil. 


from the 
N the Son of God 
n 7 the 

Works of the Devil. 15 
From which Words we 
chat the Devil hath here a M 
him, as the firſt Author and Ori; 
Sin, and that all Sinners are of his P 


ſet u 
5 


his Miniſters and Agents, Subjects of his 


Kingdom of Wickednels and Darkneſs, 

and r O 3 = Rebellion 
om of 

— And — may ab No- 
tice, that the End and Deſign of Chriſt's 
Manifeſtation in the Flefh is in expreſs 
Words faid to be, That be might deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil ; that he might put 
an End to his wicked and —_— Reign, 

and aboliſh Sin; and in its P in 
everlaſting Truth and Ri ighteouſneſs, by 
erecting a Kingdom of Saints, that is, of 
and pious People, his true and faith- 
Subjects, who conſtitute his Church, 
with Wich he hath to continue, 
and which he will and detend to 

the End.of the World, 60 that me- to 

. Hell fhall-never prevail agat 
mehren men — 
neral — which I ſhall make 
| the Bah) of my Following Dior. 


L Bil, 
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a... 


os 
108 Fir, All Sinners — 


. wicked One, like him in the Tem- 18. 
Diſpoſition of their Minds, and 
_ of him in their Lives and Con- 
verſations ; and for this Reaſon they are 
_ be ſo, For the Devil finneth from 
he Beginning; he firſt introduced Sin into 
the World, and hath ever ſince inſtigated 
and tempted. Mankind to the Commuſſion 
of it. He that. committeth Sin is of the 
Devil, for the Devil finneth from the Begin- 
ning. For this Purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, that he might deferoy the Works 
the 
II. Secondy, In the latter Part of my 
W the Intention and End of our blei- 
ſed Saviour's Undertaking in our Redemp- 
tion is plainly ſet forth, which was, that 
. he might ſubdue the Devil and all his 
wicked Adherents, ſubvert his impious 
and idolatrous Kingdom, defeat his Power 
and Dominion over the Souls and Bodies 
of Men, and put an End to his vile and 
abominable Cuſtoms and Practices. For 
this Purpoſe the Son of Gad was manifeſted, 
that be Leh deſtroy the Works of Ho Devil. 


I. Firſ, All Sinner are here expr 


8 declared to be of the Devil, 7 be Children 


: of 


declared to be of the Devil, ws gry, 


W Oviginof Evil. 
. f that. wicked One, like him in the Tem- 
and · Diſpoſition of their Minds, and 

— mitators of him in their Lives and Con- 

verſations; and for this Reaſon they are 

ſaid to de ſo; For "the Devil ſinneth from 
the Beginning; he firſt introduced Sin into 
the World, * hath ever ſince inſti gated 
and tempted Mankind to the Commiſſion 
of it. He that committeth Sin is of the De- 
vil, en. the \Devil finneth from the Begin- 
For this Purpoſe the Son of God was 
manife hed, mn he might deftroy the Works 
of the Devil. 

It is uſual in Scripture to call Men 
Children of him who is their Head and 
Principal, the Author, Abettor, and Pro- 

moter of their Actions, whoſe Spirit they 
are of, and whoſe Practice they imitate. 
Thus the good Seed in the Parable are the 

Matt. xiii, Children f the Kingdom; but the Tares are 

35 the Children of the wicked One. Thus Je- 
ſius tells the unbelieving Fews, 7+ are of 

John vill. your Father the Devil. and the Deeds of 

aur Father he db. And thus St Paul op. 

Aas xi. poſes ymas the Sorcerer, O full of all 
„ Subtiliy and Miſchief, thou Child of the 

Devil, thou Enemy of all Righteouſneſs. And 
in like manner it is {aid in my Text, He 
that committeth Sin is of the Devil, or the 
Zong amen fen, the Beginning. © 


Great 


Of. the: — 


Great have been the Diſputes . 
the Learned about the Ori oro 
whence Sin came into the Wor 


' God in hiraſelf, and by reruns — 


is eſſentially holy, righteous, and good, 
_ ve Being to all the Creatures in the 
orld, and endowed them all with their 


ſeveral Powers, Properties, and Qualities, 
and after he had made them, pronouns 
ced them all to be very god. If therefore Gen. i. 31, 
God be ſo good in himſelf, and all his 
Creatures, as they came out of his Hands, 
were likewiſe good in themſelves, that is, 


according to the Nature and Condition of 
their Bang: whence: _ Sin and Evil 
into the World, whence ſprung that De- 
pravity and Corruption of human Nature, 

© that Impiety and d Wickednefs thoſe Mil. 
chiefs — Calamities obſervable in the 
World? This hath been the great Queſ- 
tion much agitated by the Learned, both 
Divines and Philoſophers... 


Now if we conſider, . « oY a; the Bea 
ginning God created the Heaven and the 


Earth, and made Creatures of. different 


Kinds and Natures, ſome more excellent 


than others, and enabled them all. to live 
and move and act according to their pe- 


culiar and proper Natures; God made 


ſome Creatures intelligent and rational 


Beings, and free Agents, and gave them a 


Power 


—— — — — — 
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_ and Foundation a. all Vir an 


Faculty upon ſoms of bis Creatures as- >. 
diſtinguiſhing Favour and - Kindneſs to 
them, and a high Privilege and Preroga- 
r APUR IR APPEAL 
Creation. 
if Hut now fromthe Nature of this Gift 
a Liberty and Freedom of Will in the 
— Choice and Intention of an Action, it is 
evident, this Power may be perverted and 
- depraved, and ill uſed, by being exerciſed 

tion. of wicked 


ur the Choice and 
Actions, and in Defigns and Enterprizes 
and in Crimes of 


of the higheſt Impi 

the deepeſt Guilt. Thus we may obſerve 
and dall experience in Matter of Fact, 
that the beſt and maſt excellent Gifts and 
Endowments: are ſometimes abuſed to the 
worſt of P thus for Inftance, how 
often does Knowledge and Wiſdom dege- 
nerate into Cunning, Deceit and Trea- 
chery; Authority and Government into 
a ed: te bh 3 


29 
Ws. 


Of eee 


[And this-wasthe Calgof the Devitand | Seras, 


his wicked Spirits in Heaven, who rebel- . 
led againſt God, and abuſed their 
and Freedom of Will to their own utter 
Ruin and Deſtruction. And the 


ſaith St which kept' not tbeir 
Boer, Jnr th = 22 


— own. Habitation, he 
—— everlaſting Chains under 
— s, unto t gnent of tbe great 
Day. we. ne ee en el, 
hence came Sin into the World. For the 
Devil by his Apoſtaſy and Rebellion | 
God incurred the Anger and Reſentment 
of the Almighty, and having hence ren- 
dered himſelf for ever the moſt wretched 
Being, he is not content to be miſerable 
himſelf alone, but uſeth all the Arts and 
Contrivances he can think of, to perſuade 
Mankind to be of the like wicked 
Practices, to themſelves into his Ser- 
vice, and under his Banner to fight 
God, and by their unrighteous Works to 
maintain His cru moe of Darkneſs, that 
in the End o may partake of = 
And — bath been 
it "this wicked Spirit and his — 
plices to have Power and Dominion over 
this World for a Time, _— good Men 
have an a rovi 
| — ty une ai fai b Ser: 
vants and obedient Subjects: of his — 
ous 


Angels, Jude 6. 


37. xvi. . FE N n- e NE" 


_ rences and Concluſions from them, were 


— Dh 


Of: the Origin of Evil, 
Kin Nenn. Hence We read "ip Seri 


1 Fieſb and B 
1 ge, a = 


Rio 


their Tu nt; ind Wil, 1 
fo hat their natural che Fant A ppre- 
henſions of Things, and the evident 0 


ir poet, and their Minds drwerted from 1. 
to their true and proper Objects, 

10 that they wo cſhipped oe wo 
ed the Creature: oe than the Creator, 
and 1 7 9 to the 50 8 De- 
of Idolatry, and were the 
510 en and Gast li "and: 
Vices among themſelves, as you may read 
in the firſt Chapter of St Pauls Bpilſie to 
the Romans. Hence Ignorance and Error 
pigs? and Superſtition eee if cad 
themſelves over the 3 un- 
kind are more eafil a by tl. Wert Sens 


than their Reaſon; ſo the Devil"took'care 
err e 
| LE 2 2 n - &. 1 * 


i 
"# 4 - 
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47 
to keep them under his Subjection and Serm. 


Vaſſalage by pleaſing their Fancies and . 


wa hew of Religion, inſtituting myſ- 
terious Rites and Ceremonies to entertain 
their blind Devotion, and appointing Sa- 


crifices . of various Kinds and Natures, 
even of their own. Sons and Daughters, to 
avert, his Anger and to make Propitiation. 

And as Idolatry is the Introduction to all 


Sin and Wickedneſs, hence began the Im- 


picty and Superſtition, Immorality and 


rofaneneſs among the Heathens. For 


Imaginations, with all the Pomp and out- 


when the Deities themſelves, which they 


worſtüpped, were impure and luſtful, fla- 
gitious and reve „it is no wonder 
that their Devotees were like them, and 
gloried in the Imitation of them. For it 
18 natural to Men to endeavour to reſem- 
ble thoſe, whom they reverence and adore. 
In ſuch Ignorance and Idolatry, Superſti- 
tion and Depravation of Manners, God 
ſuffered the Devil to involve the Genera- 
lity of the Heathen for many Ages; in 
which conſiſted the Power and Dominion 
of that wicked One over the Minds of 
Men. 24198 N ; | | , "4 
And as Satan thus tyrannized over the 
Souls of Men, ſo had he Power over their 


Bodies alſo, to inflict Diſtempers and Dif- 


orders of divers Kinds and Natures upon 
E e them ; 


Gr — —„—-—⅜ ets RD. ET, r. 
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4882 {11,110 Of tbe, Origin of Rull. 
| Serm. them; of which a Multitude of Inſtances 
| XX. Wwe read in holy Soripture. And this 
power ober the Bodies of Men it is — a 
bable; God was pleaſed to permit the 
vil more remarkably to exerciſe about te 
— ——ꝛ 
rid; that Chriſt might have Op- 
portunities of exerting himſelf in the · re- 
moving and curing thoſe Diſorders with 
the greateſt Eaſe, immediately upon ſpeak- 
ing a Word; and hereby manifeſting to 
all the Word his ſupre 
thority and divine Miſſion from God the 
Father to reſtore and redeem Mankind 
both in Body and Soul out of the Hands 
of all their Enemies. But this leads me, 
„Iii DALE THR en ene 2 U 
II. Secondly, To obſerve, in the latter 
Part of my Text, the Intention and End 
of our bleſſed * 727 — 
our Redemption, which is plai forth; 
- - that he might ſubdue the — and all 
his wicked Adherents, ſubvert his idola- 
trous and impious Kingdom, defeat his 
Power and Dominion over the Souls and 
Bodies of Men, and put an End to his 
vile and abominable Cuſtoms and Prac- 
tices! _ this Flr f God was 
manifeſted," that be might deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil.” 199014 ba, 2 5d o an: 


824 It 


me Power and Au- 


15 from their evil W 
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vr rs es Serm 
Sher be fa aue n free unn Enemies; XX. 

an from the Hand of all that hate um ac. LU # 
- cording to the Mercy promiſed by God to du 71, Sc. 
Fathers, andthe Oath which he ſwore unto 
Abrabom:; \ That be would. grant unto us, 

that we being delivered out f the Hands of 
our Enemies,” might ſerve him'without Fear, 
1nHolineſs:and Right 3 before bim all the 
Days of our Life." Which Promiſe Chriſt 
undertock to perform, nne 
Entrance on his Miniſtry, he 
Nepent, for the Kingdom of | Heaven is af Max. iv | 
. hand; Then began Chriſt to deſtroy the 
Works of the Devil, mor —— 


Kingdom of ev 8 Truth and Rig and Righ- 
teouſneſs, which ſhould in time univer- 
ſally ſpread itſelf over the Face of the 
whole Earth, in Oppoſition to the Devil's 
Kingdom of Error and Unrighteouſneſs, 
which in the End ſhould — by 
Chriſt; When all Things /hall be 1 Cor. xv. 
dug bim, ben be fhall have put-down adi u. St. 
Rule and all Authority and Power. Fur he | 
_—_ reign, till be bath n all R un- 


bet. 
here the Defign and Lntemtibn of Gul 
from the to ge 0 
among Men, and to 
them to be fit * Subjects of f 


It was 


a 


04 God, and Joint. Heins "with Cbriſt. 


of Ong, Eu 


u 
Serm. 'he\enduedthenwitte ſuitable 
233 adequate Pers / Und Facùlties, and 


| Een made them free Agents that 
he's l8T \ ey beleben e act rationally, and 


Wand conſequentiy be capable 
oor 


-of enj ng the ere and h held in 

— — And — 
Farents were ſeduced by the Artifice of 
the Devil to diſobep God, and to bring 
ctermal Ruin and Deſtruction upon 
themſelves, che-dia not immediately cuſt 
them off, wnhout any further Thought 
und Care about them; but out of 


and Compaſſion and Love to them; con- 
trived the Means of their Recovery 


out of 
their miſerable State. And the Method 
he took to do this was the moſt amazing 
<a aſtoniſhing, even by ſending his only 
Son into the World for their Re- 
drinplionz! and to reſcue them out of the 
Hands of the Devil, that they might no 
ger ſerve and pleaſe him With their 
| E Works, but become the Servants 
Rom. viii. of God and his Children, zlen ee 
John iii. * God:ſoJoved rbe World,” ſaith St Jobn, that 
16, 17- be gave-his-only begotten dun, . ver 
vent ueth in him Should not periſh; but habe 
everlaſting! Life. Fur Gd lane — 
into the World, to condemm the World, but 
tat tbe World R 
N * ut 


Of the: Origio of Evi 4 
But as, God i eU ri {And e 
holy, and eternally loves all. and , 
Righteouſneſs, and abhors all Sin f 
quity ; and as te: Lord is rigen 


bis Ways and bely in all his Mort; — 17. 
— — —. — his 
Diſpenſations, it becomes him, as ſupreme * 
{Governor and Lord of all, to regard ſurſt _ 
the Honour and Dignity of his. Natute, 
which is his Rightecuſneſs and Holineſs, 
and then conſult the Wiſdom and Equity 
of his Adminiſtration, which had | 
affronted and inſulted by Man's; Sin and 
Diſobedience; and therefore it was requi- 
ſite, that a ſuitable Recompence and A- 
mends ſhould be made to God for this 
Indignity and Diſhonour, which het was 
pleaſed to permit our bleſſed Saviour to 
make for us. And herein God mani- 
feſted the moſt pure and perfect Righte- 
oufneſs of his Nature, and at the ſame 
Time his immenſe Love to Mankind. 
And our Redeemer, by the Sacrifice of 
himſelf having made Atonement ta GW 
for us, gave his Command, Wat Repen- Luk. vv. 
tunce and Remiſſion of Sins ſhould be preached “,, 
in bis Name among all Nations. Now then, 
being reconciled to God the Father thro 
N the Death of his Son, and having Aſſur- 
ance of Remiſſion of Sins paſt upon our 
Repentance, Let us caſt off the * "_ xill, 
108 ark- 
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_ Darkneſs, and let ur put un thi) Armour of 
Light; that we may adorn the Dotdrint af 
— 70, C aut Savieur in al Things, For the: 
Hr ur Grace of| God, that hringeth — bath: 
appeared to all Aan; teaching ul, that: de- 


live ſoberly, eh, and godly in 
+: ſug probes 3 5 * bleſſed: 
„ and tbe giorigus apearing tbe great 
Cad, and our Seviour | Jeſus Cbriſi : Wha: 
rave bimfelf for-us, that he might redeem us. 
Sh. all niguity,” and — anto dune, A 
peculiar People, zealous 1&7 
The Terms and —— 
vation are now plainly revealed to us, 
Ads x, Which are Repentance towards Cad, and 
21. Faith tomar di our Lord Jeſus Ghrift,i Theſt 
Terms Chriſt by his meritorious Death 
and Paſſion hath obtained of God for us; 
and theſe Terms are neceſſary Qualifica- - 
tions to renew in us God's and to 
reſtore us to his Favour, and in Gods Ea. 
vour and Image, our only true and ever- 
laſting Happineſs doth conſiſt. Repentance : 
rom dead Works to ſerve the living Gad, is 
the firſt Entrance intoChriſt's Kingdom of 
eouſneſs. When we renounce | the 
Devil and all his Works, and turn to God, / 
in newneſs of Life, God will accept and 
hly reward our imp Obedience 
rue ba yo mw « is fake and 


0 . el. E for > 
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for what he hath done and Kiffered lol Sem. 
us, our Sincerity in God's Service will be XX. 
ſo pleaſing to him, that we ſhall ber 
counted and treated by him ba; righ- 
teous. And becauſe while we live in this 
World we are expoſed to many Dangers: 
and Temptations from the Devil, the 
World; and the Fleſh, Chriſt hath pro- 
miſed to ſend his holy Spirit to aid and 
aſſiſt us in all our Trials and Adverſities; 
and through his Grace, if we are not 
wanting to ourſelves, we ſhall be more 
than Conquerors over Sin, and the Devil, 
and alt the Powers of Darkneſs. 1. CONE? 
Indeed the whole Service and W 

of the Devil was nothing elſe but a Myſt 
of Iniquity. His Idolatry and Gert, 
tion was founded in — and Wees 
of the one only true God, and 
and maintained by a general Terr — 
and — Life and Mantiers; 
| whence aroſe all the Impiety and Pro- 
faneneſs, Vices and "Wickedriels' ef e 
Heathenss.. 

. ion Hels of wwe 
Devil,” and to put an End to his' wicked” 

on, Chriſt came with Power from on 

high, and by the Excelleney of * . 
trine and Purity of his Precepts r | 
Miracles, by his Life and Death Re- 
ſurrection, he vanquiſhed the grand Ad- 


verſary 


' 
| 
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— of God and Man, bound him, 


XX. ani d ſpoſſeſſed him of his 
n der not only ſhewed han de 


than the Devil, but enabled his. 
alſo to overcome him. For when he had 
ſent out the ſeventy Diſciples to work MS; 
racles and — the Goſpel, re- 
turned again with Joy, ſaying, Lord, even 
the Devils are ſubject unto us throug b thy 
Name. And the Anſwer our bleſſed da- 
Luke a. viour made them is very remarkable, I 
18. bebeld, ſays he to them, Satan as Lightning 
fall from Heaven. By which Words he 
ſignified the Downfal and Deſtruction of 
_ the & Devil's Kingdom of Wickedneſs. 
But the great End and Deſign for which 
the Son of God was manifeſted in the 
Fleſh, was not only to deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil, ſubdue him and all his wick 
ed Spirits, his Agents and Miniſters, and 
to put a Period to his impious Reign; but 
that at the ſame Time he might erect a 
Kingdom of everlaſting Truth and 


Mart. teouſneſs, Piety and Virtue, and he — 
axviii. 20. ſelf reign over his Church, with which he 


bath promiſed to be alway, even unto the End 
of the World. This was the great Deſign 
of God from the Beginning, with this 
View ſtill are and ever have been directed 
all the Diſpenſations of his Providence to- 
Tm the Children of Men ; this was the. 

grand 
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Point which he in his infinite Wiſ- Serm. 


and Counſel "decreed and Predeter- XX, 


m 7 
But the Kingdom or c of Chriſt 
| e expe eee 
Minority, and 8 to m | 
and Temptations from its Adve the 
World, dee Fleſh, and the Devil, with 
whom tire is 4 continua Stru fe and. 


Warfare; and very unequal and unable 
ſhould we be of Gurſelves and by our own 


Strength alone to maintain the Conflict, 


but Chriſt hath promiſed to be always 
with us to aid and aſſiſt us with his Grace, 
and to fend his holy Spirit to comfort us 
in our Diſtreſſes; ſo that while we live 
here on Earth we enjoy all the Benefits 
and Bleſſings of Chriſts Kingdom of 
Grace, and u good Uſe and Im- 
provenient gf them, we ſhall at laſt with 
the Righteous ſhine forth as the Sun in 
his Kingdom of horned 


; Which that we may all be 10 happy as as 
.© to be Partakers of, God of his infi- 
nite Mercy grant through Jeſs Chriſt . 

dur Lord. Amen. 
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a Whey of Deverion;: Or tub wid and Devout 


N and Advices 
and for the Holy Sacrament. Written by Mrs 


Buxner, late Wife of Dr Buzner, Lord Bp of Sarum. 
The Fifth Edition corrected: To which is added, ſome 
Account of her Life, by Mr Goopwrn, Archdeacon of 
Oxford. Price 45. neatly bound, 8vo. 


A ComeLzar Concorpaxce to the Holy Scriptures of the 


Old and New Teſtament : In two Parts. 

1. The Appellative or Common Words in fo full and 
> 2 manner, that any Verſe may be readily found by 
for any material Word in it. In this Part the va- 
rious Significations of the Princi * oy 
which the plain Meaning of — 

ſhewn : L — = cat 
and Ceremonies is added; which may = illuſtrate 


many Parts of Scripture. 2. The Proper News th | 


ys IQ 5 Part is able, containing 
the Significations of the Work in de the Original Languages 

from which they are derived. To which is added a Con- 

n called A n 

in an 0 

— * various —— and other Im — 

now added, renders it more uſeful than any of thia 

kind hitherto l By ALex, Cavoan, M. 3 
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An _faxteen - plified in che Reduction of | 
all Horace's Metres, Ae and Hebrew Poetry. 
r two 3 One ante . oO Lat oppo 


EEE the Ru Frag 
concerning the R an of the He- 


. By che Reyd Mr Epw. nne, 
Second Edition. Trice 28. 6d. 4to. : 


A — Account of the WeaTHER : Shewing the 


$1 of its ſeveral Changes and Alterations, together 
"the Philoſophical Reaſons of them. The Reaſon 1 
Aurora Borealis, and the Cauſe of the Plague. Alſo an 
Eſſay towards ting for a continued Courſe of Wet 
Years. By Jos TOWER, M. A. Price 28. 6d. 8vo, 


I a or, The Antiquities and Curioſi- 
ties of the Univerſity of Oxford : Giving an Account of 
© all the Public Edifices, both antient and modern, parti- 

 cularly the Colleges and Halls, with their C and 

Libraries; their moſt remarkable Curioſities and antique 

Cuſtoms; | Pariſh Churches, Public Schools, Theatre, 

Muſzums, and Printing-Houſe, Alſo the Gar- 
dens, and Phyſic Gardens, and other Places in the Uni- 
verſity. By Jon PoixrER, M. A. In a neat Pocket 

Volume, Price bound 2s. 6d. ; 


AznoT's Trxus CunisriAuirv. 4 Vol. 30. ' Wherein 
is contained the whole Oeconomy of God towards Man; 
and the whole Duty of Man towards God. The Second 


Edition. ee 158. bound. 
An InTRODUCT1ON to the Reading and Study of the Hol x 


- SerRIPTURES; Written by Order of the King of Pruſſia. 
By Meflirs BzausoBre and Lenyant. Done into Engliſh, 


4 le . 1. _ 


| Where alſo may be had, 


A Variety of Small Religious Trafts, at low Prices, in 
which a conſiderable Allowance. will be made to ſuch 
- Perſons who buy a Number to give away. 


